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CITY OF EUHARLEE 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

JANUARY 4, 2022 
 
Reception – Mayor and Council 
 
At 6:00 pm prior to the swearing in ceremony and the council meeting, a small reception was held for 
the outgoing Mayor Steve Worthington to honor him, and to thank him for his services as Mayor. 
 
Smith Swearing- In- Ceremony – Judge D. Scott Smith 
 
Judge D. Scott Smith, Chief Superior Court Judge of Bartow stated it was an honor for him to be there. A 
good friend of Mayor- Elect Craig Guyton, shared with him, that if he won the election, he would swear 
him in, and he tries to be true to his word. Earlier, he stated to Mayor-Elect Guyton’s family, if he runs 
the business at Euharlee like he does at the restaurant, he was quite sure Euharlee would be a success in 
the coming years. Judge Smith also had the honor of swearing-in incumbents Joe Turner and Greg Free 
as Council Members.  
 
Former Mayor Steve Worthington stated it was something he had never seen done in the city of 
Euharlee, and thought it would be a good thing to do for the unity of the city. He passed the gavel to the 
newly elected Mayor Craig Guyton. 
 
City Council Meeting 

Mayor Craig Guyton called the meeting to order, Council Member David Duncan led prayer, followed with 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The following were present: Mayor Craig Guyton, Council Members Tim Abbott, Greg Free, David Duncan 
and Joe Turner. City Manager James Stephens was not present. 
 
Council Member David Duncan motioned to amend the agenda to include the resolution for the 
November 2021 election results. Council Member Joe Turner seconded the motion. The motion carried 
all voting in favor. 
 
Resolution- November 2021 Election Results- Mayor Craig Guyton 
Mayor Craig Guyton read the resolution with the November 2021 Election results resolved that Craig 
Guyton was determined to be Mayor, Greg Free, and Joseph Turner were determined to be Council 
Members with the term of office to begin January 1, 2022.  
Council Member Greg Free motioned to accept the resolution as read. Council Member David Duncan 
seconded the motion. The motion carried with all voting in favor. 
  
Resolution In Recognition of Mayor Steve Worthington – Mayor Craig Guyton 
Mayor Craig Guyton read and presented a framed resolution honoring and commended Mayor Steve 

Worthington for his valuable contributions, his honorable, and dedicated service to the people of Bartow 

County and the City of Euharlee for 27 years, and designated January 4, 2022 as Steve Worthington Day 

in the City of Euharlee. Council Member David Duncan motioned to accept the resolution as read. Council 

Member Greg Free seconded the motion. The motion carried with all voting in favor. 
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Approval of Minutes  
Council Member David Duncan motioned to accept the minutes for the Public Hearing and City Council 
meeting held on December 21, 2021. Council Member Greg Free seconded the motion. The motion carried 
with all voting in favor. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Mayor Pro Tem- Mayor Craig Guyton 
Council Member Tim Abbott nominated Greg Free as the Mayor Pro Tem. Council Member David Duncan 
seconded the nomination. There were no other nominations. The motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
Public Comments  
There were no public comments. 
 
Council Member Tim Abbott motioned to adjourn. Council Member Greg Free seconded the motion. The 
motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
With no further discussion the meeting adjourned at 8:09 pm. 
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CITY OF EUHARLEE 

 CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION MINUTES 
JANUARY 18, 2022 

 
Mayor Craig Guyton called the meeting to order. City Manager, James Stephens led prayer, followed 
with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
  
The following were present, Mayor Craig Guyton, Council Members Tim Abbott, Greg Free, David 
Duncan, Joe Turner, and City Manager James Stephens. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
K-9 Demo – Chief Jody Matthews 
Jody Matthews, Chief of Police for Euharlee Police Department stated he had made an attempt once 
before and it failed miserably, but this time it’s a little different. He gave some background on an 
opportunity to obtain a trained narcotic tracking K-9 from a reputable K-9 kennel. He is a fixed 3-year-
old German Shepherd named Blue, trained from a police department in South Carolina. Due to him 
being fixed, they chose not to move forward. Some agencies believe it will cause them to lose their 
drive, but can assure you that one will not.  
 
Blue was born in Mexico in 2018, and will be 4 in August. He started out with a K-9 program in Michigan, 
relocated to South Carolina, but again they decided not to move forward. The agency had 49 more K-9’s 
to arrive the next day. They were made aware of the dog from the part-time employee, Julie Collins 
whose husband was a K-9 handler and purchased the dog for $750.00.  
A demonstration to search for drugs with the dog was presented by part-time Officer Walker, trained K-
9 handler, and Officer Page who has been working with the dog. Officer Page who will be the handler 
has 11 years in law enforcement, 6 ½ as K-9 handler with 2 different K-9 dogs. He is a state certified drug 
expert, with an extensive number of arrests since his tenure with the city of Euharlee. They opened the 
floor after the demonstration for questions for the council.  
 
Chief Matthews provided additional information in reference to the dog’s ability, along with further 
information about Officer Page as a K-9 handler. For the record Mr. Stephens, City Manager asked Chief 
Matthews if the council should move forward, that this would not cause a delay with departments 
certification. Chief Mathews stated as far as the state certification, they are scheduled to do a mock on 
March 8th and 9th.  This will help with certification because they already have a K-9 policy in place and 
they can determine if the policy is updated for cortication. If they waited after they were certified, it 
would have to be reviewed again. It will not stop them at all with state certification. 
 
Facility Leases – James Stephens 
City Manager James Stephens reminded Mayor Craig Guyton when he served as council member, the 
lease structured for the country store was a 3-year lease.  The council had three 1 -year leases before 
them to review and discuss.  
 
The lease for the Granary technically expired December 31, 2021.  Mr. Stephens said thank you to the 
lessee, Just Believe in Santa for Kids organization, for providing information pursuit to their operation. 
Council received that information by email. He pointed out the lease for the Granary does require the 
lessee be responsible for the maintenance, and up-keep on that facility. The lease is for $1 per month. 
Also, states they would pay the utility assessment although there is a clause that states, for the months 
of November and December the city reimburses them which is the heavily activated times. In essence, 
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the cost is $1 per month. They have been a long-standing tenant over a decade, and he thinks they 
would like to renew the lease.  
 
In addition to that lease, the Country Store lease expires February 1, 2022. Lessee, Gwen Goss has asked 
for them to extend the lease to a 2-year lease. She is currently open for foot traffic, Friday through 
Sunday. There have been some that would like to see more availability.  
 
The lease for the Old Museum comes up on April 1, 2022, and is leased to Bradley Farms. They are also 
eager to renew the lease and if the country store were to become available, they would have an 
interest.  
 
Mr. Stephens stated all three are very simple and similar leases, and if the council desires to change the 
terminology, they would have a month or two, to do so. They were presented at the work session for 
discussion.  
 
Mayor Craig Guyton said, Kathy Bibbings, current lessee for the Granary stated she was interested in 
continuing. He intends to meet with her later in the week, along with the city manager to discuss how 
the city can better partner with her going forward. He has some ideas, and wants to hear her thoughts 
as well. He wants to ensure they are not doing anything to constrain growth, and how the city can assist.  
 
Council Member Tim Abbott stated they should definitely keep the Festival of Trees in some fashion. He 
would be interested in a $1 lease too, but if they are going to turn to economic development and 
revenue for the city, they should find a way to establish businesses with normal business hours for 
citizens. An empty building 10-months a year doesn’t help economic growth. If it is not open, nor is he 
there to dictate how someone should run their business, however, they are there to set how to better 
serve the citizens. They have to provide to serve Osborne Park and Joe Cowan Park events. Sooner or 
later, people will find somewhere else that will serve them. For the downtown and economic 
development to thrive they would have to be open, provide services and he would hope to use the 
buildings.  
 
Council Member David Duncan shared that he participated with the Festival of Trees from the 
beginning. The lease was from September-December. They would have to remove items in and out 
during the four months. The 12-month lease allows them to store instead of having to remove items 
each season. This would allow her to store, and move stuff around at her convenience. He hadn’t been 
involved in 10-years, but still knows what goes on. Council Member Abbott said that was a fair 
statement and they may consider a fair-market storage lease.  
 
Council Member Greg Free said he shared some of the same thoughts as Mayor Guyton. He would love 
to see the festival incorporated into being something bigger, and better in downtown Euharlee. Some of 
the other cities have big events to draw others to town, just like many other things in the world over the 
last 20 to 30 years. As things change, the ones that have stayed the same have not adapted, and have 
fallen by the wayside. They need to look at the best use for the building. If it is going to be storage it 
needs to benefit the city. The citizens look at it as a taxpayer’s building. The second thing, what can they 
do to make a greater event in downtown Euharlee that the festival of trees is a part of that kicks off the 
holiday season for the city. There’s a lot of things that can be done to make the event bigger and better, 
not just the festival of trees but things surrounding the festival of trees. Making changes will attract new 
people, and keep generations coming back. We need to look at ways to make the downtown buildings 
serve a purpose. They need to capitalize what works for Euharlee. He does not think the festival of trees 
should go away, but become better partners.  
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Council Member Joe Turner said over the years it has always been a community event, and knowing it 
was a charitable event, from his knowledge they have never charged. They did try to rent it for storage 
once. They put stuff in there and never came back.  
 
Mayor Guyton said he had no issue with the lease with Bradley Farms. He is not interested in a two-year 
lease with the Country Store. It is a business that is not open as much as the city might like. Some 
landlords in retail do require number of hours per week. For a business like this, he is not interested in 
dictating that. She is open on the weekend, which are the three busiest days downtown.  
Mr. Stephens said there are 5 individuals that would like to rent the building, and Ms. Goss would like to 
buy the building. She is profitable the way she is operating.  
Council Member Turner said she is using the facility to bake and sell all over Bartow County, not just to 
opening the door, except on the weekend.  
Mr. Stephens said he would reach out to her to get an idea of the business plan for the upcoming year, 
and to let her know the council is not interested in the 2-year lease.  
Council Member Free stated it would be nice for the businesses to open for downtown events. Food 
trucks will benefit from large events downtown. 
Council Member Abbott said the challenge before them would be how do they help their town turn the 
corner to provide services using what they have, to build an economic environment for all of the 
business owners.  
Mayor Guyton said to share the thoughts of opening during special events and maybe a couple nights 
during the week.  
 
Mayor Guyton stated, in regards to the granary he has voted for the $1 for eight years, and this would 
be his 9th if they decided to do so. The granary is awesome for history but lacking for comfort. It would 
be extremely difficult to lease this building to any type of business that could operate during the stifling 
heat during the summer or the cold temperatures during winter without central heat and air, and cracks 
in the walls. It’s a historical building, and it operates like one. He was under the opinion the foundation 
that rents from them, is a very good use of the building. He would not be interested in raising the cost of 
the lease or charging a storage fee.  He is interested in how to make it a better partnership. He is very 
pleased with what it does for the city currently.  
Council Member Abbott stated at some point they need to grab a hold of the condition of the building 
to make use for more than what it is used for or sell it. It will eventually run its course.  
 
Mr. Stephens stated the council approved removal of some trees for the view at the Euharlee creek right 
before Mayor Guyton came aboard. He pointed out that Kathy Bibbings, Eric Smithey, and Mitch Tripp 
were very instrumental in bringing that vision into view, and he was grateful the council approved it. Ms. 
Bibbings purchased lights that were paid from the Jeep Show funding, so there is an opportunity to 
make the bridge more beautiful next season. Mayor Guyton asked Mr. Stephens to arrange for the two 
of them to meet with Ms. Bibbings next week. 
 
ARP Funding Options – James Stephens 
City Manager James Stephens, provided council with a document from the US Department of the 
Treasury. The city received over $815,000 in American Rescue Funds, and stand to receive a second 
amount of the same which will total over 1.6 million. The final rule has come out, and has given more 
latitude. Formally, it was a more integral calculation for cities to calculate the revenue loss pursuit to 
covid. Now there are options to claim up to 10 million dollars of lost revenue to total your full award 
amount. This category allows the city to use the monies for any general fund use, to include for roads 
and streets. Sewer expansion were available in the original interim rule, business related to covid, 
recreational renovations, and facilities were eligible. The best option for the city with the new rule is 
parks, campsites, sewer expansions, and roads and streets. The 1.6 million dollars is a lot of money for 
this city’s community. The mayor is scheduling a meeting with Bartow County Water and Sewer 
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Department to discuss some options for sewer expansion. He is excited and hopes the council decides to 
use a significant amount at Osborne Park. If they choose not to, SPLOST monies is available to move 
forward with Osborne Park. The second allotment of monies will be available in a year and it has to be 
committed for eligible uses in 4-years. He responded to Council Member Abbott, building renovations 
would be eligible under the lost revenue rule. Predominately, they would use SPLOST funds for those 
items. He would still consider first Frankie Harris Park, Osborne and sewer expansion and once they get 
those numbers in, they would know what monies were available for roads and streets. The final ruling 
makes the city’s life easier, and clearer. 
 
Request for Design Proposal for Osborne and FHP – James Stephens 
City Manager James Stephens stated they have two documents that are proposed advertisements to 
take sealed bids. Currently, the bids are worded to be received on the same date. In discussion with the 
mayor prior to the meeting, it may prudent, to have Frankie Harris Park for additional campsites 
including full hook-ups, and an alternate for not full hook-ups, and to move on it first because if 
approved, it is more time sensitive than Osborne Park. He would change the dates the bids would come 
in. The proposal for Frankie Harris is for engineering and design work for 15 additional sites for full hook-
ups. The 11 sites they already have, are not full hook-ups. The bid is also asking for a construction 
estimate.  
 
Council Member Joe Turner said he thought they were going to see how the 11 rented before adding 
additional sites. Mr. Stephens said that was last years’ plan, and prepared to stay the course. It is a work 
session presented for discussion.  
Council Member Turner said he was surprised the way the campsites were put in at the park. His original 
understanding, was they would go around the outside of the fence and not in the middle of all the 
traffic. He asked where they would put the 15 additional sites. 
Mr. Stephens said he didn’t follow Council Member Turner’s statement; what he thought and where 
they are. The sites are on the right side of the campground, 4 of them are not.  
Council Member Turner said he made the motion, but meant for them to go around the edge of the park 
against the fence-line leaving the middle clear. He didn’t see the design before the work started. He 
does not understand where they will put more sites without interfering with the fall festival and the 
POW WOW.  
Mr. Stephens stated, if they move forward, the sites will be all over the 11 acres at Frankie Harris Park. 
He apologized for the 4 sites on the left side of the entrance to the road. He thought the council 
received a sketch. This is a work session, and they have not rented the first site, but they did have a 
camper.  
 
Council Member Greg Free said he understood they were waiting on the reservations site to be up and 
running in order to start taking reservations for the 11 sites already there. Mr. Stephens said that was 
correct. Ms. Lucas predominately had it completed, but is currently on maternity leave. He has not 
finalized the preparations for the dump station because of the discussion about expanding the 15 more 
sites. If they were going to be full hook-ups, it would change the need and the location for the dump 
station. If they put the dump station in, they could start renting the 11 sites soon. He does not 
recommend renting during construction.  
 
Mayor Craig Guyton asked if the additional 15 sites would change Frankie Harris Park completely, and if 
they would be able to hold events there. Mr. Stephens said, they could still hold the fall festival there. 
The electrical hook-ups would be an enhancement of what already exist. Mr. Stephens about the POW 
WOW, he wasn’t sure where any relics are, but believes it would still be enhanced. Council Member 
David Duncan said the relics are in the center of the circle. Council Member Greg Free asked who 
verified where they were. Council Member Duncan said John Montgomery and Joey Pierce. Council 
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Member Tim Abbott asked if there was some type of protection like the Etowah Mounds. Mr. Stephens 
said it was not environmental.  
 
Mr. Stephens stated, in fairness to Council Member Turner, the plan was to see if the 11 sites would be 
successful or not, and he could proceed with that. There had been discussion about expansion and he 
was throwing it out in a work session looking for guidance.  
Council Member Abbott said looking at the surrounding areas, they will fill the campsites, and has no 
doubt about it. The demand is there, and they are behind.  
Council Member Turner asked what it would take to put the dumpsites in. Mr. Stephens stated, working 
with Bartow County, and also decide if they are going to asphalt the entrance road or just gravel it. The 
dump station can be put in fairly quick with the 11 sites.  
Council Member Turner said the spring and summer was approaching, and by the fall they would know 
if they were successful. Mr. Stephens said, the Bartow County campsite revenue doubled over the last 
18 months.  
 
Councill Member Free stated he and his family camped all over the southeast. If you look at Bartow 
County, in Emerson they are building a 250 site RV park. Bartow County has spent a ton on their parks. 
They are running sewer lines at most of their parks. He sent the council pictures where Red Top 
Mountain is building more yurts because they are at capacity. You have to book 6 to 8 months in 
advance if you want to camp, because there is an abundance of people that want to camp. The catch is, 
what you do to keep people there. At Red Top you have hiking, and the lake to keep people there. If all 
the city has is a campground, it will fail. They need businesses for people to patronize, and things for 
them to do or they will not camp there. The council needs to be open-minded, and to think outside the 
box. Council Member Abbott added, the city has a lot value, and the city is in control of it all.  
 
Mayor Guyton asked, if they went forward with the additional 15 sites, would the location for the dump 
station be different.  Mr. Stephens said it could be different if they wanted to include sewer at each site, 
and based on the topography and elevation, it could change. It is not very likely. The dump station is the 
cost of a sewer tap which is about $3,500.00, and is a small cost compared to what they have invested in 
the 11 sites.  
 
Mayor Guyton made the suggestion to discuss the two project, Osborne Park and Frankie Harris Park at 
different meetings, not at the same meeting due to the detailed discussions. They will open one bid on 
February 15, 2022. Council Member Free asked if the ARP monies could be the funding source. They 
could capitalize with it and make a lot repairs to the parks. Mr. Stephens said the ARP funds could be the 
funding source. 
 
Mayor Craig Guyton explained the discussion about the tennis courts that was taking place.  He stated 
Council Member Joe Turner took pictures of the tennis courts at Joe Cowan Park that need repair. He 
was not aware that Mr. Stephens, and the Park & Recreation Director were already working getting 
quotes for the repair. Council member Greg Free stated Woodland had tennis tryouts at Joe Cowan Park 
and they love the courts, and there is much more space. Mr. Stephens said the repair would cost around 
$50,000 but it has to be done. If available, the quotes would be presented at the next council meeting. 
 
Public Comments 
There were no public comments. 
 
With no further discussion the work session adjourned at 8:16 pm. 
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CITY OF EUHARLEE 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 01, 2022 
 
Mayor Craig Guyton called the meeting to order, Council Member Tim Abbott led prayer, followed with 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The following were present: Mayor Craig Guyton, Council Members Tim Abbott, Greg Free, David Duncan, 
Joe Turner, and City Manager James Stephens. 
 
Georgia Diversified Industries, Inc. – Butch Emerson 
Executive Director, Butch Emerson said thank you to Mayor, council, and the staff of the city of Euharlee 
for their assistance with the Euharlee resolution 5-k run. On behalf of the Georgia Diversified family, he 
read an appreciation letter expressing their extreme gratitude for everything the city did to make the 5-k 
run a tremendous success. The 5-k run was successful financially, and from a public standpoint. He again 
thanked Chief Matthews and police department, Mayor Craig Guyton and Council Members Tim Abbott 
and Greg Free for their participation the day of the race. 
 
He shared some history on the Georgia Diversified organization, formally known as the Good Shepherd 
Foundation. They provide services to the mental and physically disabled which enables them to live, work, 
and play as productive, and contributing members of the community. They look forward to building a 
partnership with Euharlee. He shared numbers from the race, including they reached their financial goal. 
He again said thank you to the city of Euharlee.  
 
Approval of Minutes  
Council Member David Duncan motioned to accept the minutes for the City Council meeting held on 
January 4, 2022, and City Council Work Session held on January 18, 2022. Council Member Greg Free 
seconded the motion. The motion carried with all voting in favor. 

OLD BUSINESS 

2ND Reading of tb International Maintenance Codes – Don Matthews 
Code Enforcement Officer, Don Matthews shared he had ordered the material for the International 
Maintenance codes, and had received some of the books with updates for compliance with the most 
recent publication from 2018. There was no additional information or edits since the 1st reading. 
Council Member David Duncan motioned to accept the 2nd reading. Council Member Greg Free seconded 
the motion. The motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Historic Research Survey Grant Resolution – Katie Gobbi 
Museum Director, Katie Gobbi provided council with a copy of the resolution, and the budget which was 
part of the application to be submitted to the Department of Community Affairs Historic Preservation 
Division for funding for historic research survey. An updated survey is needed to stay compliant with the 
local government status under the historic preservation division as a certified local government. The grant 
totaled $7,744.17 with a 60/40 match. It is for research for buildings 40 years or older. Mayor Craig Guyton 
discussed the resolution which named the city clerk, Carolyn Banks as the fiscal agent. Ms. Gobbi said yes, 
and Ms. Gobbi would be the grant program manager. If awarded, the resolution supports that the city will 
participate in the 40% match. 
Council Member Tim Abbott motioned to approve the historic survey grant resolution. Council Member 
Greg Free seconded the motion. The motion carried with all voting in favor. 
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JCP Tennis & Basketball Courts Repair Quotes – Becky Pruitt 
Parks & Recreation Director, Becky Pruitt stated council had before them a quote for repairs to the tennis 
and basketball courts at Joe Cowan Park. The quotes are to resurface (3) tennis courts and (2) basketball 
courts. They will fill all the cracks, the low line areas, and apply three coats of the Laykold brand full acrylic 
over the concrete.  They will re-stripe with white paint, sand and paint the net posts, and re-hang the 
nets. The total amount is $31,163, and with the discount $28,278 with a 5-year warranty. They were highly 
recommended by the neighboring parks.  
 
Mayor Craig Guyton stated this was bid out two-years ago, if he was correct, and received multiple quotes 
and this company was the best. So basically, it is just an updated bid. Ms. Pruitt stated it is an up-dated 
bid and they did have the best price during the previous bid process. She did reach out to a couple of 
other companies, but did not a receive a call back. With the timeframes they need, the company had been 
really good with getting them what they need. They have discussed the repair with the school system, and 
the worked will be done after tennis season. 
 
Council Member David Duncan motioned to accept the bid in the amount of $28,278. Council Member 
Joe Turner seconded the motion. The motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
Approval of K-9 Unit- Chief Jody Matthews 
Chief Jody Matthews provided council with additional information not included in the last meeting 
demonstration with the K-9. The cost of the dog is $750. There is K-9 kennel that will go in the already 
purchased 2021 F-150. It is being outfitted by Blue Line Solutions, LLC and the cost is $5,512.99 which 
includes installation. It will not come out of the city budget. He is prepared to pay for it out of the school 
zone citations. He also reached out to a local organization to partnership, and assist with the cost, but 
there was no response from them at that time. 
 
Council Member Greg Free asked with the last K-9, if they used Euharlee veterinarian. Council Member 
David Duncan said, the vet will also assist with food. Chief Matthews said yes, they used the Euharlee 
Animal Hospital but he had not at that time, reached out to them. 
 
Council Member Joe Turner motioned to approve the purchase of the K-9 for $750. Council Member Greg 
Free seconded the motion. Council Member Joe Turner motioned to amend, to include the cost of the 
kennel up to $5,512.99. Council Member Greg Free seconded the amended motion. The motion carried 
with all voting in favor. 
 
Approval of (3) Lease Renewals – Mayor Craig Guyton 
Mayor Craig Guyton stated they had (3) leases before them, and suggested reviewing them one at a time. 
 
Council Member Tim Abbott motioned to approve the General Mercantile Store lease with Gwen Goss for 
one-year. Council Member Greg Free seconded the motion. The motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
Council Member Greg Free motioned to approve the Old Museum lease with Bradley Farms for one-year. 
Council Member David Duncan seconded the motion. The motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
Council Member Greg Free motioned to amend the lease to a fair market value cost, in the amount of 
$150.00 a month for one-year, with The Just Believe Christmas for Kids Foundation, Inc. Council Member 
Tim Abbott seconded the motion.  
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Council Member David Duncan stated he did not know about the fair market deal, and how it was derived. 
He did not want to see the Festival of Trees leave. He was not in favor of raising the amount to $150. He 
does not want to run her out. She was not present at the meeting.  
 
Council Member Joe Turner said he kind of agreed with Council Member Duncan. He wanted to offer a 
lower acceptable amount.  
 
Council Member Greg Free stated the $150 is probably on the lower end. He knows the facility does not 
have air conditioning or heat, but look at other facilities that may be comparable to that, it at least makes 
it fair. For the record, he doesn’t think any of the council is trying to remove the Festival of Trees. What 
he is trying to do is use a taxpayers funded building in a fashion that benefits all the citizens of Euharlee. 
This makes it fair that Ms. Bibbings can do whatever she needs to do with the festival, and lets her keep 
it there. Based on her current situation she can definitely afford to keep it, and not be in anyway 
inconvenienced, in his opinion based on what she had told them. Again, the festival is great, and he 
doesn’t think anybody wants to see it go away. It makes it a very structured business type agreement 
between the city and Ms. Bibbings, and she is able to move forward.  
 
Mayor Guyton stated that he and the City Manager, James Stephens met with Ms. Bibbings last week, and 
had a great conversation about things she could do to make the festival better, and the things the city 
could do as well. They will implement some of those ideas next year. He agreed with Council Member 
Free, he doesn’t think anybody wants the festival to go away with any kind of stretch of the imagination.  
 
Council Member Turner said he did not either. When it gets around to a vote, if they can’t be a little 
lenient, he will vote for it. He didn’t know if she was aware of how much they wanted to add to it since it 
had been provided like a city tradition.  
 
Council Member Duncan asked if they presented her with the $150. Mayor Guyton said no, because they 
didn’t have a vote on it. Council Member Duncan asked if they presented her with, they were probably 
going to raise it to the fair-market value. Mayor Guyton said no sir.  
Council Member Tim Abbott stated the city manager would inform her after they finished the vote.  
 
Council Member Turner said when it comes to a vote, he will vote for it in order not to take it away from 
her. He just didn’t think they needed to go that high that quick.  
 
Council Member Free stated as they discussed in the work session, a lot of it is storage, and they 
understood that. It is not a storage facility, but if you were to go rent a storage place that size, the amount 
would be comparable. It would be somewhere in that area, and he thinks it keeps it fair. There are a lot 
of buildings that do not have heating and air that rent for more than that. He doesn’t think from his 
perspective, as a city are looking at it as a money-making tool. They are just recovering something that’s 
there, and they all want the festival to continue to be successful. He said, it helps them in good faith, be 
able to help her do that. After discussion, they all voted in favor. 
 
Public Comments  
There were no public comments. 
 
Council Member Tim Abbott motioned to adjourn. Council Member Greg Free seconded the motion. The 
motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
With no further discussion the meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm. 
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CITY OF EUHARLEE 

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION MINUTES 
FEBRUARY 15, 2022 

 
Mayor Craig Guyton called the meeting to order, led prayer, and followed with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
  
The following were present, Mayor Craig Guyton, Council Members Tim Abbott, Greg Free, David Duncan, 
Joe Turner, and City Manager James Stephens. 
 
Arbor Day Proclamation 
Mayor Craig Guyton read the proclamation designating February 16, 2022 as Arbor Day in the city of 
Euharlee. The proclamation was presented to the Hoe’n in Euharlee Garden Club members that were 
present. In return, the members presented a tree to plant to the Mayor, Council and City Manager. 
Council Member David Duncan motioned to accept the proclamation. Council Member Tim Abbott 
seconded the motion. The motion was carried with all voting in favor. 
 
Recognition 
Mayor Craig Guyton recognized the Cartersville Bartow County Chamber of the year volunteer, Council 
Member Tim Abbott. He congratulated Council Member Abbott, and said he brought great pride to the 
whole city. 
 
Frankie Harris Park Design Bids for Additional Campsites – James Stephens 
City Manager, James Stephens, stated there were no responses for the pre-bid advertisement for the 
additional campsites at Frankie Harris Park. The job will be posted again in the local organ, on the city 
website, and on a statewide website. He heard from some local engineering firms that missed the first 
advertisement, and stated they were interest in the project. The pre-bid meeting will be held February 
24, 2022 at 10:00 am.  The bids are to be received by March 15, 2022 by 7:00 pm, and will be opened that 
evening at the work session. 
 
Euharlee Police Department 2021 Annual Report – Chief Jody Matthews 
Chief of Police, Jody Matthews presented a copy and discussed the 2021 annual report that included the 
following: 

• Statistics for 2020 & 2021 for service calls, incident reports, accident reports, arrest reports, traffic 
stops and citations/warnings. 

• Employed (9) full-time sworn officers, (6) part-time sworn officers and (1) non-sworn civilian 
position. 

• POST Training - Officers received 1972 hours, and the department employs (3) POST certified 
instructors.  Occasional adjunct instructors for the North Central GA Law Enforcement Academy. 

• Citizen Police Academy was held in 2021. 

• Networking with state and local agencies which includes sixteen regional enforcement networks 
servicing all 159 counties in Georgia. 

• Provided graphs which included increased percentages for 2021 in the areas of residential and 
business patrolling by 15% and 19% respectively, calls for service 16%, reports written 29%, 
citations 37%, arrests 55%, and self-initiated field activity by 43%.  

 
Council Member Tim Abbott said, great job. He wanted to know how they measured self-initiated field 
work. Chief Matthews said, traffic stops, finding suspicious vehicles, and anything they dispatched 
themselves. They keep a daily record, and also the dispatched calls maintained. He said the same is true 
for residential and business patrolling. Council Member Abbott stated it is all interesting to him, and he 
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has a high regard for the Chief and the officers. He also asked what contributes the increases. Chief 
Matthews stated more people were home and COVID-19 played a big part of that, as well as, a small 
increase in population that did not include Westminster. 
 
City Manager, James Stephens shared during the interviews for the Police Chief, the 333 Program 
differentiated Chief Matthews, and enhanced his interest to hire him as Chief. He has followed through 
and implemented at the city of Euharlee.  
 
Council Member Greg Free asked about the Citizen Academy class. Chief Matthews said it was the 2nd 
class, and they had a really good turnout that graduated 12 citizens. He stated Council Member David 
Duncan was part of the first class and probably could have taught half of it, but he sat in with his wife. He 
encouraged them to join. 
 
Council Member David Duncan asked if he thought the citation numbers would increase with the school 
cameras. Chief Matthews said the project was not included in the 2021 statistics. 
 
Chief Matthews also included a summary for the True-Blue School Zone Safety Program, Phases 1- 4 which 
showed a 98% decrease in vehicle speeding. 
 
Mayor Guyton said for Chief Matthews to share with his officers, a big thank you from the city council. 
 
Permitting Fees – Don Matthews 
Code Enforcement Officer, Don Matthews provided the council with a detailed spreadsheet that included 
permitting rates for the city of Euharlee, and neighboring cities. He and Ashley Bailey, Assistant City Clerk, 
contacted Adairsville, Cartersville, Emerson, and Bartow County to compare the local permitting rates. 
They determined the city was behind on permits. The current rates charged by the city were less than the 
average rates for other city permits. The proposed change, by square footage for city of Euharlee is $.28, 
and the surrounding cities were $.35 and $.31 per square foot. The city also contracts with a local 
inspector, so the city is not making a lot of money.  
 
Council Member Tim Abbott wanted to know what it would take to get caught up.   
City Manager, James Stephens explained, Mr. Matthews was referring to the rates they charge for fees. 
The inspector is a contracted employee. They do not have a large backlog, but a healthy volume.  The 
inspector they call is Mike Cheeks which is a contracted employee. It works but with the current fees the 
city is charging, they are not making a lot of money. The city is making less, and also pays him as a 
contractor. With a recommendation to go up $.28, they can pay the current inspector plus put the city in 
line with other areas. The city is currently the lowest jurisdiction, and would not lose houses because of 
an increase to $.31.  
 
Mayor Craig Guyton said they are currently proposing $.28 unless it is the councils’ pleasure to increase 
to $.31 to match the lowest of other municipalities.  
 
Council Member Joe Turner stated his opinion. When they make a change like that, he would rather do a 
little bit at one time, and in a couple more years catch up, instead of increases to the top at one time.  City 
Manager stated due to Council Member Turner's style, that is one reason Mr. Matthews presented $.28.  
 
Council Member Greg Free stated so on the building permit part is where the $.28 comes in, and for all 
other not charging anything.  Mr. Stephens stated it puts it on a consistent basis from the way it is currently 
calculated and streamline the calculation. They would be able to pay the building inspector, and leave a 
little in the general fund.  



3 
 

Council Member Free asked how do they monitor individuals needing permits. Is it done on the honor 
system or does someone monitor? Mr. Stephens stated that is why Mr. Matthews, Code Enforcement 
Officer is presenting; with him doing his routine checks and then he cross references with Clerk Bailey. 
However, it is basically on the honor system, but having Mr. Matthews they are doing good. 
 
After discussion, Mayor Guyton stated the current rate posted is $.28. Council Member Duncan and 
Abbott are interested in going to $.31 which makes the city more in line. It will be brought before council 
at the next council meeting. 
 
Osborne Park & Joe Cowan Park – Joe Turner 
Council Member Joe Turner stated he would like to include Frankie Harris Park in the discussion as well. 
He stated the council, former Mayor, and City Manager James Stephens agreed on 11 campsites and to 
give it time to see how it worked.  He still thinks that is what they should do. Apparently, others think they 
should go ahead and include 12 to 15 additional sites. 
 
As far as Osborne Park, he shared playground equipment pictures at a previous meeting and everybody 
said it looks great and let’s do that. He stated, there is no secret about how he feels. He didn’t know if 
they wanted to move forward and interested in purchasing that piece of playground equipment or if they 
wanted to wait on the whole diagram. They all know the restrooms need repairs, and they can do them. 
They are smart enough to make the decisions. He stated, they had a project manager at Joe Cowan Park, 
and every month there was a change order, charging the city a lot of money.  Therefore, he didn’t think 
they needed a project manager who is going to get the contractor to do the work, and 15% to 25% going 
to the project manager for hiring the contractor.  
 
The tennis and basketball courts at Joe Cowan Park, in the evenings you usually see 5 or 6 boys on one 
end of the court, and a couple of ladies playing tennis. He stated when the tennis courts were in good 
shape at Osborne Park, there was always someone playing, and kids playing on the playground. He thinks 
it is a mistake to take it away.  It is a family park with parents and children doing things together.  
 
City Manager James Stephens asked Council Member Turner if he would like to see tennis courts 
incorporated in the future of Osborne Park. He would like to see the tennis courts replaced, and vote to 
put playground equipment at Osborne Park. He does not believe they need someone else to tell them 
how to do it. 
 
Council Member Greg Free said he agreed the playground is important, but he thinks they need to plan 
properly. He agreed they do need a playground, and the one at Osborne should have been gone 30 years 
ago and has out lived its’ day. You don’t want to put playground equipment in, and then have to come 
back and remove it to re-design to make it a better family atmosphere. Just like a house, you start with 
the foundation. They will need to figure out what that plan looks like. They had a discussion about the 
different amenities they would like to see in Osborne Park. They need to agree what the amenities will be 
and that is where they will need to start.  
 
Council Member David Duncan shared that the merry-go-round at Osborne Park needs to be removed 
and replaced and the tennis courts repaired. He would not like for the upgrades to done all at one time at 
Osborne Park. He patrolled for over 14 years, and watched the parents play tennis, while the kids played 
at the playground. 
 
Council Member Joe Turner stated that he also thinks there should be playground equipment near the 
soccer field at Joe Cowan Park. 
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Mayor Craig Guyton asked Mr. Stephens what it would take to replace the merry-go-round, and from an 
insurance purpose how would they go about replacing it. Mr. Stephens said from an insurance purpose, 
as soon as possible or either remove it, whether they replace it or not. They do have new designs that are 
similar with the same activity, but structured differently. 
 
Mayor Guyton said to Council Member Duncan he was right when he patrolled, because his family was 
there playing tennis a lot. Since they completed Joe Cowan Park, they play there and the courts are much 
better. He thinks now they have duplicated services. He has no issue with putting a child friendly 
playground down by the tennis courts and soccer fields if that is something that is needed. They discussed 
that when they initially did Joe Cowan Park, and said they would address it later, and now may be later.  
At Osborne Park, if they go replacing playground equipment without an overall concept of what the full 
park is going to look like, they may spend $100,000 of citizens’ money on playground equipment and then 
have to come back to rip it out, and place it in a different spot. In good conscience they can’t say that will 
be the best spot for that playground equipment. 
 
Council Member Turner stated when the discussions about Osborne Park started, he said he did not want 
to do away with anything, including the ball fields. He said maybe his age or his time spent in Euharlee has 
something to do with how he felt. Georgia Power built the fields and kids, and church teams used to play 
on them all the time. Why it had gone away, he doesn’t understand. 
 
Mayor Guyton stated all three of the items are duplication of services. If there is a better use of the 
property, why wouldn’t they do it. 
 
Council Member Free stated technology has changed how kids interact with their peers. Before they didn’t 
have anything to do, now they play in their neighborhoods. The world has just changed. 
 
Mr. Stephens stated in the last 10 to 15 years, there has been a development of something called travel 
ball, and kids and parents take it very seriously. That is the reason you don’t see the local kids like they 
were and didn’t think it had anything to do with Osborne Park fields.  
Mr. Stephens stated he wasn’t sure if the council wanted to invest another $50,000 on the tennis courts 
at Osborne Park, and it may or may not happen; or if the council had an interest in conducting another 
survey. They have accumulated a lot of data, and he said that in respect to Council Member Turner. 
 
Council Member Free stated they built Joe Cowan Park, a sports park for families and did they do it for 
the right reasons. Euharlee is not big enough for two parks. They need to make the decision now and 
realize that Osborne Park will always be a family park and is not designed to be a Joe Cowan Park, it is a 
sports park. He agreed to having a playground closer to the tennis courts and soccer fields at Joe Cowan 
Park. 
 
Council Member Abbott said thank you to Council Member Turner, it was a great discussion. He thinks it 
is wise to access all the cost before focusing on the one factor, and should establish the cost they are 
walking into. He would be afraid of just spending money. They need a plan for it all to come together. 
 
Mayor Guyton stated the nostalgic aspect, he feels the same way as Council Member Turner. But for them 
to leave the tennis courts, playground, and baseball fields at Osborne Park, less than ½ mile away from 
Joe Cowan Park, that have better amenities; for the nostalgic sake, they should not have built the current 
city hall, and continued meeting in the Jolly building for the council meetings. Things move on 
unfortunately, and based on the discussion before he was re-elected, Osborne Park needs updates that 
will be very useful for the citizens. It was a good discussion, and there were things to discuss at the next 
work session.  
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Public Comments 
Local resident, Joe Campi asked for them to identify the different parks. He stated, he liked the ideas for 
updating Osborne for his daughter that visits every summer from a different state. The last two times she 
visited she was pregnant. She wished there was somewhere to sit out by the playground, and not have to 
walk all the way to the pavilion. He stated he would attend more meetings in the future. 
 
With no further discussion, the meeting adjourned at 7:58 pm. 
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CITY OF EUHARLEE 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

MARCH 01, 2022 
 
Mayor Craig Guyton called the meeting to order, Council Member Greg Free led prayer, followed with the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The following were present: Mayor Craig Guyton, Council Members Tim Abbott, Greg Free, David Duncan, 
Joe Turner, and City Manager James Stephens. 
 
Approval of Minutes  
Council Member David Duncan motioned to accept the minutes for the City Council meeting held on 
February 1, 2022, and City Council Work Session held on February 15, 2022. Council Member Tim Abbott 
seconded the motion. The motion carried with all voting in favor. 

UNIFINISHED BUSINESS 

Permitting Fees - James Stephens 
City Manager, James Stephens said the analysis presented in the previous work session showed other 
cities in Bartow County charged .31 cents to .35 per heated square footage on building permits. After the 
discussion he recommended a motion for the city to adopt .31 cents per square foot per finished units for 
the building permit rate and .15 cents for unheated property to be consistent with the other communities 
in the county to move forward in 2022.  
Council Member Greg Free motioned the .31 cents for heated space for the building permit rate and .15 
cents for unheated space. Council Member David Duncan seconded the motion. The motion carried with 
all voting in favor. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Food Truck Friday Dates – Katie Gobbi 
Museum Director, Katie Gobbi provided council with a list of the proposed dates for the 2022 Food Truck 
Friday season. She pointed out April 8th as being the last day for spring break for Bartow County and 
Cartersville City. The request was to have the event in Osborne Park this year, with everything still going 
on in Frankie Harris Park. She stated she did not participate last season, however, was told, it was very 
well received in Osborne Park.  
 
Council Member Joe Turner stated that Osborne Park is not large enough to hold everybody with a good 
turnout. Ms. Gobbi stated that they may be looking at a little different landscape, and it will still be a 
popular event. There are new food truck parks and other opportunities as well. However, she thought it 
would a popular event because they have other things to offer than the food truck parks. It will be an 
interesting test to see how the events will do going forward. 
Council Member Greg Free said last year a lot of the vendors were very positive with using Osborne Park 
and seemed to have liked it better because of the layout. He is excited to see how the layout is going to 
work out. Ms. Gobbi stated that Frankie Harris Park is beautiful, but sometimes if it rained the day before 
it was an issue for the heavier food trucks. Every venue will have questions, and issues to work out.  
 
Mayor Craig Guyton asked if she had started on bookings, and if she had problems getting food trucks. 
Ms. Gobbi stated she had made contacts, but had not signed any contracts, and had no problems with 
food trucks.  
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City Manager, James Stephens stated they would have the traditional opening night band. Also, Donny 
Hammonds performed at Osborne Park, and he usually brings a big crowd with him. Council Member Joe 
Turner asked if there were contracts for the porta potties. Mr. Stephens stated there were two vendors 
on standby.  
 
Council Member David Duncan stated, he went to one event last year at Osborne Park and the sound was 
terrible. You could not hear, and it was not a big crowd. Ms. Gobbi said she believed it to be the equipment 
for the band, and they will talk with the performers. Council Member Tim Abbott said there is not a 
backdrop to push the sound out but that can be fixed.  
Council Member Duncan asked, what was going on that they could not have them at Frankie Harris Park. 
Mr. Stephens stated, depending upon the next work session, and meeting they may not have construction 
taking place at Frankie Harris Park, and the flexibility exist they could be at Frankie Harris Park. Ms. Gobbi 
stated they did not get a lot of negative feedback with the event at Osborne Park except for the sound.  
 
Ms. Gobbi said the events will take place every 2nd Friday of each month from April to September. Mayor 
Guyton stated he remembers having the Friday event, the night before the Fall Festival in October, and it 
was a good kick-off. Council Member Tim Abbott said thank you to Ms. Gobbi for her hard work for the 
great outdoor event.  
 
Council Member David Duncan motioned to accept the dates for the Food Truck Friday events. Council 
Member Greg Free seconded the motioned. The motioned carried with all in favor. 
 
 
Historic Preservation Commission Members - Katie Gobbi  
Museum Director, Katie Gobbi stated there were two names brought before the council. The renewal is 
for Steve Zuber as chairman for his term, which will end in November 2024. They currently have two HPC 
vacancies; one created by the resignation from Frank Graziano. Applicant Luke Young, resident that lives 
in Westminster would fill the unexpired term for Mr. Graziano ending in 2023.  
 
Council Member David Duncan asked if Mr. Young was present. Ms. Gobbi stated no, but Chairman Zuber 
was present, and Mr. Young was very interested. He is a former firefighter and works in construction. They 
have been looking for someone with a background in architecture and construction to assist with going 
forward. Council Member Duncan thanked Mr. Zuber for continuing to serve. Mayor Craig Guyton said to 
Mr. Zuber, he echoed the sentiments to him serving again, a phenomenal citizen for years, and greatly 
appreciated. 
 
Council Member Joe Turner motioned to accept the recommendations. Council Member Greg Free 
seconded the motion. The motioned carried with all voting in favor. Council Member Tim Abbott asked if 
they had one more vacancy. Ms. Gobbi said yes, they just did not have the official application. 
 
Disc Golf - Todd Roberts 
A resident of Euharlee, Todd Roberts provided council with documentation and disc to support his 
presentation. He spends a lot of time at Joe Cowan Park, and he noticed the big ditch had been cleared. 
They laid it out and figured they could get twenty-one holes in there and it would be tight, but they could 
do eighteen and it would be fantastic. He shared the information below to support why to build a disc golf 
course. 
 

• It is a social sport for families and friends with lots of fun. 

• It is great for exercise, healthy low impact sport.  
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• It is environmental and conscious sport 

• Occupy unused space  

• Year-Round Sport 

• Tourism Draw 

• Growing Sport 

• Increases Safety and Security in the park 

• Low cost to Install 
 
They have two courses, one at Deerfield in Cartersville and Etowah Riverside Park near the dam. The have 
one going in at Gate Wood Park. No matter the time of year the tournament always sells out with one 
hundred people on one course and one hundred on the second course. They switch and start over again. 
The two hundred people coming for the tournaments eat, stay overnight, they travel to see the area, and 
some would move to the area. Sam Barfield, who could not be there, had eight states he represented in 
these tournaments since he opened Etowah in 2017. Since 2015, he stated there were 5500 courses 
worldwide. As of 2020 it is over nine thousand. It is low maintenance, and the teams maintain the course. 
He discussed the document he provided council which included a picture of the 18-hole course. The price 
of the 18-hole course will cost $20,000. He suggested outsourcing the signs locally.  
 
Council Member Joe Turner asked Mr. Roberts if he would oversee building the course.  
Mr. Roberts stated, only if he were asked to, but knew people better qualified than himself he would 
reach out to do it.  
 
Council Member Tim Abbott asked City Manager, James Stephens to re-state the county's position on the 
disc golf course with the city. Mr. Stephens stated they have an offer from the county manager and 
confirmed they would provide for the installation of the course if the city provided the land. Council 
Member Greg Free stated it would be no cost to the city because the city has the land. Mr. Stephens said 
that was correct, and he had an appointment later in the week to work out the details.  
 
Council Member Abbott said to be fair to the parks and recreation staff, have they accessed the upkeep. 
Mr. Roberts said the baskets are hot dipped galvanized and will last 25 to 30 years, with probably no 
problems and installed in concrete. There is no additional maintenance.  
 
Council Member Free asked would it interfere with other activities going on. Mr. Roberts said it does not. 
The way it is situated you can see from the walking trial.  
Parks & Recreation Director, Becky Pruitt said she spoke with Cartersville Parks & Recreation and asked 
the exact same question. There is no additional maintenance, and it enhances the park. 
 
Council Member David Duncan asked if it was free to the public and Mr. Roberts answered yes. The county 
has a $5 parking fee with annual parking passes. Core of Engineer have a $40 annual parking pass or $5 
per occurrence. Council Member Joe Turner asked about parking during baseball tournaments. Mr. 
Roberts said to schedule them around other activities.  
Council Member Greg Free asked Ms. Pruitt if she thought disc golf would be a benefit to the offerings, 
they offer at Joe Cowan Park. Ms. Pruitt said yes; her husband plays disc golf and the crowds they bring 
take care of the parks. She has been to Riverside, Gate Wood and Deerfield and the volunteer groups help 
tremendously.  
 
Council Member Turner stated if she was comfortable with it, they do not have a reason to object it. If 
she does not have a problem with it, they do not have a problem.  
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Council Member Free said he had always been impressed with the fact; the disc golf communities are 
good stewards of the community. They take care of the property, they want to put back into the 
community, and they bring people to the community. They are outdoor conscience people that want to 
leave what they find in a better state. The city of Euharlee being a good outdoor destination for different 
things, it is more of an opportunity to bring people to the city, and what they have to offer.  
Council Member Free said the county was also bringing disc golf to Hamilton Crossing.  
 
Mayor Craig Guyton shared the school coming to the council in 2015 and requested half of the funds for 
the disc golf. The course was more of a driving range. He said, when he starts playing, he would like to go 
to the easy course. Mayor Guyton asked the city manager after approved, if he would reach out to the 
county to proceed and keep the council updated.  
 
Council Member Turner asked how long it would take to install. Mr. Roberts said the park is in good shape 
and it should not take long at all. There are several dead pines to be removed. He recommended doing it 
in concrete. Mr. Stephens asked the timeframe the quote was good for. Mr. Roberts said he could 
probably get a better price than he did as an individual. It is good until May 28th.  
 
Council Member Greg Free motioned to proceed with the disc golf at Joe Cowan Park. Council Member 
David Duncan seconded the motion. The motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
Hazard Mitigation Resolution - James Stephens 
City Manager, James Stephens stated the council had in front of them a resolution to be considered and 
a copy of the resolution adopted by the county Commissioner Steve Taylor pursuit to the adoption of the 
new Hazard Mitigation Plan for countywide. The document is 194 pages, and he will email them a digital 
copy. The county is in the process of pursing various grants and the resolution from the council would be 
in order to comply with all state regulations countywide plan. 
 
Council Member Joe Turner motioned to adopt the Hazard Mitigation Resolution.  
Council Member David Duncan seconded the motion. The motioned carried with all voting in favor. 
 
Chamber of Commerce Quarterly Luncheon - Greg Free 
Council Member Greg Free stated that some of them, may have been to the quarterly luncheon as a guest 
of someone or a business owner. They recently attended one along with staff when one of their own, 
Council Member Tim Abbott was honored. 
Council Member Free spoke with Mr. Stephens about it; when you look at the attendees, which was larger 
event for an annual meeting; with not a lot of city participation other than Cartersville. He would like to 
see the city more involved in the quarterly luncheons to network with other cities and businesses. They 
can build relationships that will benefit Euharlee down the road. He would like to see them attend these 
luncheons with a city table and rotate city staff or council members to represent the city and help attract 
folks to the city. He truly believes that is where those types of things happen. The chamber is a fantastic 
resource in the community. He just completed Bartow Leadership and it is a great thing for them to be a 
part of as a city. The cost per year is $1200.  
City Manager James Stephens stated he supports the recommendation. It would be good to invite the 
local business as well.  
Mayor Guyton asked if there was a problem with the budget. Mr. Stephens said no. 
 
Council Member Tim Abbott stated the county is better when we all work together. The chamber works 
to share knowledge and it is good to stay associated with them because, shared knowledge helps to make 
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better decisions in Euharlee. He is a chamber supporter, and he thinks it will help Euharlee as they seek 
to grow the appropriate way for the citizens. 
 
Council Member Greg Free motioned to sponsor a table for the chamber quarterly luncheon. Council 
Member David Duncan seconded the motion. The motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
Public Comments 
City Manager James Stephens said thank you to volunteer Marshall Aiken. He is the reason for the ditch 
clearing at Joe Cowan Park. The city paid for the cost of the equipment. Mr. Aiken is a wonderful volunteer. 
There are several citizens like him, and the city is really fortunate. He also stated that Mr. Graziano was 
present. He was the one who created the vacancy on the HPC, which occurred because he is now serving 
on the Planning and Zoning Commission. Council Member Greg Free said thank you Marshall it looks great. 
Council Member Tim Abbott thanked a citizen for attending the meeting and asked that they encourage 
others to come as they discuss and talk about the great things for Euharlee. 
 
Council Member Tim Abbott motioned to adjourn. Council Member Greg Free seconded the motion. The 
motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
With no further discussion the meeting adjourned at 7:52 pm. 

 
 



CITY OF EUHARLEE  
CALLED CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

MARCH 8, 2022 
 
Mayor Craig Guyton called the meeting to order, led prayer, and followed with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
  
The following were present Mayor Craig Guyton, Council Members Tim Abbott, David Duncan, Greg Free, 
and Joe Turner. 
 
Executive Session- Personnel 
Council Member David Duncan motioned to go into Executive Session at 7:30 pm for the purpose of 
Personnel. Council Member Greg Free seconded the motion. The motion carried with all voting in favor.  
 
Council Members returned from Executive Session at 8:55 pm with no votes, no decisions made, and no 
further actions taken.  
 
Council Member David Duncan motioned to adjourn. Council Member Tim Abbott seconded the motion. 
The motioned carried with all voting in favor.  
 
With no further discussion the meeting adjourned at 8:55 pm. 
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CITY OF EUHARLEE 
CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION MINUTES 

MARCH 15, 2022 
 
Mayor Craig Guyton called the meeting to order, City Manager James Stephens led prayer, followed with 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The following were present: Mayor Craig Guyton, Council Members Tim Abbott, Greg Free, David Duncan, 
Joe Turner, and City Manager James Stephens. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Covered Bridge Road Bridge Repairs - Leeroy Shepherd 
Leeroy Shepherd, Public Works, Buildings & Roads department stated the council had before them 
documentation for Covered Bridge Road bridge repairs from L.C. Whitford and Company. He said the 
joints on the bridge have started to deteriorate. They will remove the concrete headers and cut down to 
the top matt of rebar, and then place back a GDOT approved concrete patch. Bartow County will then re-
grave, grind the road down, and resurface. Both bridges need repairs. 
 
City Manager, James Stephens said he knew the county was working with the city, will there be cost in 
addition to what the contractor quoted. Mr. Shepherd said it would not.  
 
Council Member Greg Free asked if it was the price for all of them. Mr. Shepherd said yes, and Bartow 
County will do their part on the far end of the second bridge. While they are there, they will also complete 
the paving. He spoke with Joe Sutton from the county, and he agreed to go ahead and pave while they 
were there. 
 
Mr. Stephens asked Mr. Shepherd, until DOT approved the concrete if he knew of another option that 
would buy them time, which may not be a permanent option. Mr. Shepherd stated, Mr. Sutton met with 
him, and they went under the bridge. He had never seen concrete do that but one time and that was on 
the Bethany Bridge on Red Top Mountain Road.  
 
Mr. Stephens asked if Mr. Sutton provided the vendor information. Typically, they would have more than 
one quote, but this was a specialized item. Mr. Shepherd stated the contractor had taken care of several 
projects for the county. When he called Mr. Sutton and told him what was going on; he stated he knew 
the gentleman he needed to speak with. Mr. Shepherd said he had the number for the contractor, if any 
of them wanted to call him. He further shared the bid price was $97,600. 
 
Mr. Stephens said the city had local LMIG funding that accumulated over several years and was slated to 
resurface Covered Bridge Road, which would accommodate the bridge cost. If there was a better 
alternative, and they tried to patch the area with DOT approved concrete. He asked council if they had a 
chance to look at the pictures, he sent that shows where the deterioration is located. It would definitely 
be a jolt if a car hit it. It is safe and secure other than the jolt. He does not know if there are options of 
using DOT approved concrete and try to make a patch. They would have to get DOT approval if they 
attempted it. Mr. Stephens said he was not an engineer, but an accountant and an administrator. 
 
Mayor Craig Guyton asked when he planned to put it on the agenda to do the resurfacing. Mr. Stephens 
said they probably had enough accumulated last year. He had not scheduled it because of the potential 
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work at Osborne Park and with the equipment that may be involved. He did not want to resurface it, and 
it get scarred up from heavy equipment. The cost would probably be less than what is build up in the fund.  
 
Mayor Guyton said he was thinking if they were going to already be there to do the patch work, they could 
do it at the same time. However, it would still leave the same problem if they began construction on 
Osborne Park. They would still have some scarring, and he would not want to do that to fresh concrete. 
The bridge needs to be repaired first, if you want to call it an emergency compared to resurfacing. Mr. 
Shepherd said the contractor will cover all the traffic control. Sometimes if the job takes long enough, 
they will come in and set up red lights, if requested, not to shut the road down.  
 
Council Member Greg Free asked if it was normal for them to offer some type of warranty or is that not 
the case. Mr. Shepherd said he was not sure. Mr. Stephens said, the bridge needing the repair is only 
about 12 years old, and with his luck the warranty expired last week. It is not an old bridge. Mayor Guyton 
said to ask the contractor about a warranty and have it ready for the city council meeting. 
 
Council Member Tim Abbott asked if they had contacted GDOT and asked them to inspect it. He was 
reading about their bridge maintenance program, and last year they spent $41.9 million on maintenance 
on the life of bridges in Georgia. So, his question was about exploring every option for support. It may be 
a dumb question but wanted to make sure they explored every option outside the county to see if 
assistance was available. Mr. Stephens said there is a local bridge inspection department he could get to 
answer the question if there is a lesser alternative to buy them a few years. He would check, because he 
was not sure what Mr. Sutton had done, with him being the expert in Bartow County, he was certain he 
dotted the I's, but he would make sure they were dotted.  
 
Mr. Stephens asked Mr. Shepherd to get with the contractor about the warranty, and they could get 
together to determine the best option, if it is full-fledged or they could take another option. He will have 
the answers at the April voting meeting. 
 
JCP Request to Purchase Equipment- James Stephens 
City Manager, James Stephens stated the council had a bid summary page for a mower for the recreation 
department. The department has a mower that is 4 to 5 years old, with a lot of hours on it, and time for a 
change. Behind the summary page, they had copies of emails and/or quotes from (3) different sources. 
The summary page had a highlighted figure from Franklin Tractor for $9,899 for the Grasshopper 61 inch 
which is Ms. Pruitt's recommendation. There is time between now and April 5th to come up with any 
additional questions you may want to ask them. 
 
Mayor Craig Guyton asked if it was a budgeted item. Mr. Stephens said, it would be funded by SPLOST. 
Council Member Joe Turner stated the Grasshopper was one of the best mowers, and he does not think 
they need to look for other name brands. Council Member David Duncan mentioned it to Leeroy 
Shepherd, and he said the grasshopper would be his choice. Mr. Stephens said they would have it 
prepared in final form for April 5th. 
 
Bradley Farms Lease - James Stephens 
City Manager, James Stephens said although they recently reviewed the lease in the February meeting, 
the lessee has asked if they would consider updating the due date. As he shared in an email considering 
they had survived a slow period related to the pandemic, he recommended not only to change the due 
date, but to include the rental period to expire on the 15th of the month. It would give them 15 days, 
approximately a $225 value, but recommended the change at a no cost adjustment to Bradley Farms. 
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Frankie Harris Park Bids - James Stephens 
City Manager James Stephens stated they had a pre-bid meeting a week prior to the current meeting, for 
fifteen additional RV sites at Frankie Harris Park that would include full hook up. There were (4) firms that 
attended. The bids were due at the current meeting at 7:00 pm. They received two bids. One bid was from 
Teal Education & Engineering Consultants out of Florida at 4:45 pm. The second bid was from CROY at 
5:32 pm. He opened the bids and provided totals for each. The representative from CROY was present, 
and all the firms were offered the opportunity to speak after they opened the bids. The Teal bid in sealed 
format, total cost for design $44,500. The second bid from CROY, who is out of Marietta but has an office 
in Cartersville. The sealed bid with a total cost including construction inspection, which was to be included, 
was $60,000. If they both are responsive after the evaluations of the bids are complete, the amounts are 
$44,500 or $60,000. He stated that Mr. Chad Chastener, representative for CROY, was present and made 
a few comments about their bid. 
 
Mr. Chastener stated their bid was quoted on the worse case. The main thing that kind of worried them 
was the new road through the creek and coming up to the park. There is a lot to do with the Core and 
EPD. There are definitely some options to look at without an engineer if they go down that road to save 
some money. They are very experienced, with a 124-person company that works all over the Southeast. 
They have a good length of projects and would love the opportunity to work with the city. He asked if they 
had any questions.  
 
Mr. Stephens asked if Mr. Chastener understood the city wanted the road to come across the creek, which 
was incorrect. If he were saying, sewer across the creek, that would be an obstacle. The road was intended 
to come in from Covered Bridge Road, circle in, and tie into the existing entrance. It was not to be a new 
route across the creek. Mr. Chastener said, no sir. They understood the asphalt drive from Covered Bridge 
Road and Frankie Harris Park to the existing drive; they figured it was up, over and in.  
Mr. Stephens said if that was a big cost factor, which may be a big difference in the cost. Mr. Chastener 
said they could definitely look into that down the road. 
 
Council Member David Duncan said, where the bridge is now, it will tie in, go around to it, and not go 
straight across. Mr. Stephens said if he entered the park from the Five Forks Road entrance, the road 
taken to get to the Pavilion where they conducted the meeting, the road from Covered Bridge would come 
back and tie into the same entrance. Mr. Chastener said they discussed at the pre-meeting, coming in by 
the library, go down and then come around. That was something he knew one of the other companies got 
confused on. Mr. Stephens said he had the meeting recorded, and he apologized for the confusion.  
 
Mayor Craig Guyton stated, since it had created some confusion, and they are not in a full-scale rush; that 
part of the bid evaluation, go back to all four companies and make sure they understand the route. If you 
do have to deal with the sewer line, and deal with the road coming across there, just make sure everybody 
is aware. During your evaluation, if anybody wants to submit an amended bid on that part it should not 
be a problem. Mr. Stephens said he would touch base with Mr. Pettit, city attorney, to make sure he does 
it in a legal fashion and make sure it protects all parties.  
Mayor Guyton said, if they need to do a re-bid, they can do that. If they do not, they can take an amended 
bid based on a misunderstanding. If not, just have another pre-bid meeting, advertise it and do it the same 
exact way for next work session on April 19th, and if an amended bid, April 5th.  
 
Mr. Stephens thanked Mr. Chastener for not only submitting a bid but staying for the meeting because if 
he had not been there to make the presentation, it would not have been discussed. 
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Mr. Stephens said, Ms. Pruitt was with him, they recorded the pre-meeting, and he explained he was an 
administrator not an engineer. The city certainly reserves the right to reject all bids. He will make sure 
about a rebid without any issues. In all fairness, Mr. Stephens offered the people mover to take them 
around, and they all declined. 
 
Public Comments 
A citizen of Euharlee asked if Euharlee was responsible for patching roads or the county.  
Mayor Craig Guyton said, in the city, it is the city's responsibility, whether they get it done through the 
county or another outside company. The gentleman stated he lives off Milam Bridge and the street is 
horrible. He said his sister lived in Shaw Woods; the rich people live there. He went through Hunter's 
Landing to get there, and that road got fixed pretty quickly. He lives on the poor side, and they use cold 
patches. Mr. Stephens said he was not disputing, but the road in Hunter's Landing was repaired with the 
same LMIG monies he mentioned earlier. Milam Bridge does need repairs. The residents on Hunter's 
Landing might not agree it happened as fast. Mayor Guyton said to have Leeroy go out and look and make 
recommendations. 
 
Council Member Joe Turner stated as an individual, he would like to see them move the fifteen campsites 
to the seventeen acres and put in another disc golf course. He does not think putting the additional 
campsites is the best thing for Frankie Harris Park. When the county put in another boat ramp it will all 
work better. 
 
Mayor Craig Guyton announced, to make the public aware, the city manager; James Stephens issued his 
resignation effective April 6, 2022, to take a job in Floyd County as their Election Supervisor.  
Mr. Stephens has done an incredible job since he got there in 2016. They hate to see him go but wish him 
all the best in his new position. He expects him to work out the notice and let him know everything he has 
gotten in his head, and he will impart to them. He will be missed and thanked him for his service.  
Mr. Stephens said it was his pleasure. 
 
Executive Session- Personnel 
Council Member David Duncan motioned to go into Executive Session at 7:26 pm for the purpose of 
Personnel. Council Member Greg Free seconded the motion. The motion carried with all voting in favor. 
Council Members returned from Executive Session at 8:15 pm with no votes, no decisions made, and no 
actions taken. Council Member Joe Turner motioned to adjourn. Council Member David Duncan seconded 
the motion. The motioned carried with all voting in favor.  
 
With no further discussion the meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm. 
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CITY OF EUHARLEE 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

APRIL 5, 2022 
 
Mayor Craig Guyton called the meeting to order, led prayer, followed with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The following were present: Mayor Craig Guyton, Council Members Tim Abbott, Greg Free, David Duncan, 
Joe Turner, and City Manager James Stephens. 
 
Resolution – Recognition and Appreciation for James Stephens 
Mayor Craig Guyton, on behalf of the city council, read and presented James Stephens with a resolution 
thanking him for his service during his tenure at the city of Euharlee and immense success on his new 
assignment. 
 
Approval of Minutes  
Council Member David Duncan motioned to accept the minutes for the City Council meeting March 1, 
2022, Called City Council meeting March 8, 2022, and City Council Work Session held on March 15, 2022. 
Council Member Greg Free seconded the motion. The motion carried with all voting in favor. 

UNIFINISHED BUSINESS 

Covered Bridge Road Bridge Repairs – Leeroy Shepherd 
Leeroy Shepherd, Public Works presented a quote for repairs for bridge one and two on Covered Bridge 
Road during the work session last month. He spoke with Joe Sutton at Bartow County Road Department, 
who referred the L.C. Whitford Company, Inc., stated they will stand by their work and had never had a 
problem with their work. Mr. Sutton shared with Mr. Shepherd, if the council had questions, they could 
give him a call. 
 
Council Member Tim Abbott stated he wanted to be sure about the lifetime warranty. In contractual 
language especially on a lifetime warranty, you need to determine what is covered in the warranty also 
to include natural events. James Stephens, City Manager, shared what Council Member Abbott was trying 
to say, was bridge people will stand by their bridge, and not on their bridge. He wants to make sure they 
will stand behind them. Council Member Abbott stated it was a large amount of money for them to 
approve and a choice, but safety first.  
 
Mr. Shepherd stated Mr. Sutton received a letter from DOT with concerns about the condition of the 
bridge and were they aware of the shape they were in. He stated Mr. Sutton sent Mr. Stephens a copy of 
the letter. Mr. Stephens said he did not receive a letter. Council Member Greg Free asked if DOT reached 
out to the county? Mr. Shepherd said yes to Bartow County.  
 
Mayor Craig Guyton asked if there was a way to get a copy of the warranty? Mr. Stephens said if the 
council would like to approve, contingent upon his review and the city attorney’s review of the warranty 
and the contractual document Bartow County executed when they did the same repair on the bridge on 
Red Top Mountain Road. 
 
Mayor Guyton asked if they stated how quick they could get to it. Mr. Shepherd said no. They are trying 
to work the city in with jobs they currently have with the Bartow County Road Department. The county 
will do the asphalt at no charge to the city.  
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Council Member Abbott stated it would be his pleasure to see details in a contract with some 
commitments with projects to start and finish. The contract will cover contingencies to delay it and the 
warranties. He thinks, it is a big deal, and would like to be more informed before he says yes or no.  
Mr. Stephens said it was a large expense.  
 
Council Member Tim Abbott motioned to table the item until they had further contractual details. Council 
Member David Duncan seconded the motion. The motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Frankie Harris Park Bid Approval – James Stephens 
City Manager James Stephens said after they opened the bids at the work session, there was one firm that 
was confused about the instructions about the road approach, so he reached back out to all the entities 
that attended the pre-bid meeting. The company that was present, which was not the low bid, was the 
only company that had the misunderstanding about his instructions on the road. With that being said, he 
recommended that if the council was prepared to add the additional sites, and to approve the low bid for 
the design in the amount of $44,500. In the work package highlighted in blue, is the construction estimate 
the design firm has stated the cost for the construction with full sewer hookup would be $477,000. He 
thinks it is reasonable the method by which they put it together, believes it to be accurate and not low. 
He had prepared what would be a worst-case scenario. The sewer hookup is only an estimate. The vote 
that evening would be on the design in the amount of $44,500. He stated, realize if you spend that money, 
be prepared for a total half of a million dollars for the project cost. The construction price bid may be less, 
but not significantly less than that. The gentlemen stated he would have it ready to bid by the end of 
August. 
 
Council Member Joe Turner made a statement about $22,500 for project management, included bid 
document and construction management; $22,500 to tell someone where to dig.  
Mr. Stephens stated that is one attitude about what that service entails. He added, when the bid opens 
for the full sewer hook-up, if the council moves forward, which will generate more revenue, construction 
inspection is much more tedious and the most critical part of the monies they would be approving. It does 
sound like a lot of money, but not for sewer construction. 
Council Member Turner stated he said from the beginning about the construction, he thinks it will make 
a mess of Frankie Harris Park, and a year ago everybody was on board about building campsites at the 
seventeen acres.  
Council Member Greg Free said then why go over there and do it. He thinks it keeps the integrity over at 
Frankie Harris Park events, and the POW WOW and enhanced by the campground used the proper way. 
If the fifteen sites were all rented, the average hook-up in the area is about $85 a night for fifteen sites 
for two hundred nights a year, you have generated a quarter of a million dollars. He would rather do that, 
than to put a tax back on the citizens.  
 
Council Member Turner referred to the seventeen acres for the campsites. Council Member Free stated 
that the site work on the seventeen acres for campsites was going to be significant task and cost. Mr. 
Stephens stated if you were going to do more than primitive sites. Council Member Free said of the RV 
sites, it would be significant to get that right. Mr. Stephens agreed. Council Member Free said he 
understood to Council Member Turner. They all can come up with ways to generate revenue which is why 
they got rid of the millage rate and find ways and ideas to generate revenue. It is a create way to do so 
and bring people to the community and share the history. They must be there to see it, and right now 
there is nowhere for them to stay. People have been trying to book the eleven sites that are not open yet.  
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Council Member Turner stated they agreed to see if the eleven sites, the interpretation of what everybody 
wants, would rent out every night each week. They all agreed to make that effort to try it and see if it 
worked. Now going by the belief with camping, they have not had eleven campers 52 weeks out of the 
year yet to get any revenue at all. He prefers the trial and error with what they already have and see what 
happens.  
Council Member Free said one of the hurdles was the dump station and a lot of people will not book 
where they cannot dump their solid waste. They would have to pull the camper offsite loaded with solid 
waste. They will see the sites rented once the dump station is installed.  
 
Council Member David Duncan asked, once the dump station is installed for the eleven sites, will it be big 
enough to accommodate more sites. Mr. Stephens stated, the tap for the dump station that will 
accommodate the eleven sites, will have a tap that goes straight in through the sewer line at a gravity 
portion that it will feed to the lift station at the back of the old library. It will accommodate 11 or 26 sites. 
If you have full sewer hook-up, they will be gravity fed to a different location. They have a lower 
topography site and all eleven would not hookup and rented for a lower amount. Council Member Duncan 
asked if they could add full hook-up to the lift station. Mr. Stephens said it would add money to the 
construction site. Council Member Duncan asked even with the fifteen sites would the eleven still not be 
able to hook-up. Mr. Stephens stated that was correct based on the way the RFP was written.  
Council Member Free said that was really no difference than most campgrounds. They will rent for a lower 
rate for non-full hookup sites.  
Mayor Craig Guyton stated the first eleven sites rented at a lower non-hookup rate and the fifteen sites 
would be full hookup at a higher rate. Mr. Stephens said the hookup price to the sewer for the eleven 
sites would prohibit a pay back. It can be written to get an alternate to add it, but it was not requested in 
the design. Council Member Duncan said he agreed with Council Member Turner, they decided to try the 
eleven sites first.  
 
Council Member Tim Abbott stated, when he came on council in 2019, he asked if the city had a strategic 
plan to create economic development growth, and how Euharlee was situated for economic development 
growth. He found the Georgia Bureau of visitation had a very comprehensive study that identified 
Euharlee as a beautiful outdoor recreation area that is very under-utilized. He said the city has a great 
plan, and a great demand. They will not have to worry about the sites being filled. You cannot get in 
Gatewood Park in Bartow County, and this is not new to the table. At some point, they must make a 
decision to take a leap into the strategic plan to best use the natural resources. They will regain the cost 
in a couple of years and create a city revenue stream. Very few cities in Georgia does not have a millage 
rate, and it would be great to keep it that way. They must do something to engage in revenue streams. 
They will need to bring people into the city with money for the businesses now, and businesses to be. The 
longer they debate and hold back puts them at risk of one day having to reinstate the millage tax. He gives 
it his full support.  
 
Council Member Tim Abbott motioned to accept the proposal for the design for Frankie Harris Park in the 
amount of $44,500. Council Member Free stated the federal funds received can be earmarked for the 
project. Mr. Stephens stated there are (3) potential funding sources for the project. 
Council Member Turner said there could be a 3 to 2 vote or 4 to 1 vote. He stated the phrase, go along to 
get along. He does not want the council to have a split vote spending a large amount of money. He will 
vote to have the council in full agreement.  
Council Member Abbott stated, if any council member had a strategic plan to support the outdoor nature 
of Euharlee to present, and not closed minded. They had a local supporter for the city of Euharlee that 
stated the city was behind on outdoor plans. He stated this plan is good for Euharlee.  
Council Member Turner said he is not against the fifteen campsites, but he would agree to test the eleven 
sites. He hopes they will rent every day.  
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Council Member Free talked about an article in the paper, and the statistics in the county saw over a 100% 
increase from 2020 to 2021 in their site usage as far as campers. Red Top has devoted a large amount of 
money to revamp their campgrounds. In 2020 there was an explosion of people who bought campers. The 
local cities and county are involved in the increase of campgrounds in this area. This will not only be a 
benefit to our city, but to the county as well.  
Mr. Stephens responded, it is accurate the full council did approve the eleven sites and to use SPLOST 
monies for those sites. What has changed since then, the city received a substantial amount of American 
Rescue money that is available and puts them in a position to be able to do fifteen additional sites without 
having to go to the bank. He believes it will be very successful. The county revenue went from $200,000. 
to $400,000. in one-year without one of their sites not open due to installing a full-hookup system. 
Mayor Guyton said, the one thing he would like to avoid would be, opening the eleven sites and have to 
shut down for the additional fifteen sites. He thinks one opening will work fine.  
 
Council Member Tim Abbott motioned to approve the design for Frankie Harris Park in the amount of 
$44,500. Council Member Greg Free seconded the motion. Council Member David Duncan asked a 
question and addressed Mr. Stephens and asked if they would have to pay an additional $27,000. to pave 
the eleven sites. Mr. Stephens said the $44,500 is just for the design but included in the total package to 
asphalt or concrete the eleven sites and included when the contractors bid.  
 
Mayor Guyton explained that part of the project will not take place at this time, the $44,500 is for the 
design work for the fifteen sites. The motion passed with all voting in favor. 
 
Joe Cowan Park Approval to Purchase Mower – James Stephens 
City Manager James Stephens said the recreation department asked that the council approve the low bid 
on a grasshopper mower from Franklin Tractor in the amount of $9,899. discussed in the previous work 
session and funded from SPLOST funds.  
Council Member Joe Turner motioned to approve the purchase of the mower. Council Member David 
Duncan seconded the motion. The motion passed with all voting in favor. 
 
POW WOW – Rene Duncan 
Rene Duncan, POW WOW representative came before council to request to use Frankie Harris Park for 
the traditional POW WOW event for October 13-16th, 2022. The POW WOW event takes place on 
Saturday, October 15th but they will need the additional days for set-up, and clean-up. She mentioned the 
organizer for the POW WOW, Joey Pierce was not able to be there for medical reasons, however available 
if needed. Native Heart, Inc. is the actual company for this event with a 501© (3) status. She asked if the 
construction would take place during the time of her request.  
Mayor Craig Guyton stated it would take place after the POW WOW. It will take some time to get the 
design work completed, and for council to approve to begin the work. City Manager, James Stephens, 
stated the bid would be ready at the end of August, advertised for 30 days and a start-up period notice 
before proceeding. 
 
Council Member Tim Abbott motioned to approve the POW WOW for the dates requested. Council 
Member Greg Free seconded the motion. Council Member David Duncan abstained from voting due to 
his participation with the event. The motion carried with the remaining council all voting in favor. 
 
Farmers Market Approval – April Lucas 
Economic Development Director, April Lucas stated the council had in their package the vendor 
application she is proposing for all vendors to use for the Farmer’s Market and included was a proposed 
rules and regulations for participants. The information was adapted from other markets in the area, she 
did not re-create the wheel, however tailored them to meet the city’s needs. She requested the market 
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on Tuesday’s at 6:00 pm from Memorial Day to Labor Day this year. Due to her maternity leave, it seemed 
right for this year. She discussed the fee of $50 per season for 15 days, or for half of the market, which is 
popular in Cartersville, $30 dollars for 8 days. They have a lot of interest from the public, and they are 
very excited. She received phone calls, and emails daily. She stated there was a lot of interest from vendors 
who participate in other markets in the area which is why Tuesday was chosen. The other days were taken 
in the surrounding area. Tuesday would be a good day, and they could come to the city council meeting 
right after.  
 
Mayor Craig Guyton said thank you to Ms. Lucas for putting this together through her maternity leave. It 
took a lot of work to do this; something the council and citizens have wanted for some time, and you have 
put much effort into it already. Also, for creating best practices, even though, you did not have to recreate 
the wheel, and what works in other places, is a sure sign of success; and based on your efforts, it will be a 
success.  
 
Council Member David Duncan said he read an email about things they would be able to sell, and he did 
not see it on the documentation. Ms. Lucas stated the vendor application has a check-off list. The way 
some other markets do it, they must apply and not just show up, to make sure it does not turn into a craft 
fair, because a lot of people wants to sell their crafts and products. It states it is not first come first serve, 
and the city reserves the right to choose the vendors.  
 
Council Member Greg Free asked if they discussed the location. Ms. Lucas said they did not but have 
decided Osborne Park. The other events have been at Frankie Harris Park and the Food Truck Friday event 
is successful at Osborne Park, so she thought she would utilize it more. Therefore, proposing Osborne 
Park.  
 
Council Member David Duncan motioned to approve and get vendors signed up as soon as possible. 
Council Member Greg Free seconded the motion. The motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
FY 21 Budget Amendment – James Stephens 
City Manager James Stephens stated that prior to Mayor Guyton coming on board prior to the election 
last year, he recommended to the city council a rare budget on his behalf, to approve a $97,700 deficit 
budget, for the budget year 2021. He explained to the council at that time, because of the COVID-19 
impact on the revenue in 2020, they saw a significant decrease in TAVT tax, a tax generated when people 
buy new vehicles. There was a significant cut back on people buying automobiles. Also, the city receives 
an excise tax generated from the power consumed by manufacturers in Bartow County. It also went down 
significantly because manufacturers shut down totally. He shared with the council he felt it was temporary 
through the year 2021, so they approved a budget with a deficit of $97,000. The total expenditures were 
$2,095,580.  
To be in compliance with the Official Code of Annotated Title 36, Section 81-3, at the end of each year the 
elected officials are required to make budget amendments compared to operations. In 2021, TAVT and 
Excise tax both recovered, and LOST recovered and increased significantly. He tends to put conservative 
numbers together. With that being said, the revenue not counting the $815,000 AARF funds received from 
the federal government. He pulled that out because the auditors will show that as deferred revenue. The 
revenue exceeded the budget over $130,000. The expenses ran higher because monies were coming in. 
The actual operation shows an increase of $11,000. They had a favorable $108,000. general fund budget 
based on operations. Based on all of that, he recommended they approve the budget amendment before 
them.  
Council Member Greg Free motioned to approve the budget amendment as presented. Council Member 
David Duncan seconded the motion. The motion carried with all voting in favor. 
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FY 22 Financial Update February 2022 – James Stephens 
City Manager, James Stephens presented the council with a financial statement through February 2022. 
It was a 12-page detail of the general fund. The report provided year to date revenue, and expenditures 
totals. The revenue is $50,000. less than amount received. Many of the revenue items are spread out 
evenly, and the negative $50,000. will turn around. The expenses were $275,962. The budgeted 
expenditures for that period were $362,000., which indicates a favorable variance of $86,000, which 
shows a year-to-date favorable variance of $35,000. between revenue and expenditures. If the fiscal year 
ended that day, it would increase fund balance by $35,000. because they presented a zero budget.  
 
Mayor Craig Guyton understood him to say, that would be a report he would give the council every council 
meeting for the previous month. It is nothing that needs a vote or approved, just a matter of information. 
He asked if anyone had any questions, and if they needed to review it, they could bring it back up during 
the work session in 2 weeks. 
 
No Public Comments 
 
Executive Session - Personnel 
Council Member David Duncan motioned to go into Executive Session for Personnel. Council Member 
Greg Free seconded the motion. The motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
Mayor Craig Guyton stated, council returned from Executive Session at 8:39 pm, no votes, and no actions 
taken, but as a result of that meeting, they had additional city business to do.  
 
Mayor Guyton read a letter from James Stephens to withdraw his resignation scheduled to finalize on 
April 6, 2022. Mr. Stephens shared in the letter, that as he continued to diligently work, he realized he 
could still be an asset to the city of Euharlee. Mayor Guyton opened the floor to the council for discussion 
or to obtain a motion.  
 
Council Member David Duncan motioned to approve James Stephens to withdraw his resignation. Council 
Member Greg Free seconded the motion. The motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
Council Member Tim Abbott motioned to offer a contract to Mr. Stephens that will run through December 
31, 2025. Council Member Greg Free seconded the motion. The motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
Council Member David Duncan said to Mr. Stephens he was glad he reconsidered and stayed. 
 
Mr. Stephens stated he was grateful they allowed his to reconsider and promised they would not be 
disappointed. He apologized for the roller coaster. He believes the steps of a good man, are ordered by 
the Lord. Not to sound overly religious, but believed he was supposed to stay there and was grateful to 
Mayor and council for permitting it. 
 
Council Member Tim Abbott stated he was happy about him staying, but he believes Mr. Stephens is good 
for the city of Euharlee which was the basis of their decision. He is glad they got that done and happy for 
the citizens and the city going forward. 
 
Council Member Joe Turner motioned to adjourn. Council Member David Duncan seconded the motion. 
The motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
With no further discussion the meeting adjourned at 8:47 pm. 
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CITY OF EUHARLEE 
CALLED CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

APRIL 19, 2022 
 
Mayor Craig Guyton called the meeting to order, led prayer, followed with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The following were present: Mayor Craig Guyton, Council Members Tim Abbott, Greg Free, David Duncan, 
Joe Turner, and City Manager James Stephens. Economic Development Director April Lucas attended the 
meeting. 
 
Mayor Craig Guyton stated that the public hearing would begin shortly for rezoning 933 and 937 
Euharlee Road. If anyone would like to speak, a sign-up sheet was available up front. 
 
Bid Opening – Osborne Park Master Plan Presentation 
City Manager James Stephens stated there were three sealed bids received for the Osborne Park Master 
Plan for the 7:00 pm deadline. The first bid received was from Croy at 2:35 pm at the city hall. The total 
amount was $19,160. The second bid received was from Cooper Carry at 4:55 pm, who also worked with 
BGE which has a local presence here in Bartow County. The package included several visuals. The total 
amount was $93,500. The third bid was from Bell and Associates received at 5:45 pm. The total was 
$100,011.  
 
Mr. Stephens stated before Mr. Kastner began, the total of $19,160. did not include contract documents 
and the two firms did, so they will have some evaluations to follow up with. 
 
Croy representative, Chad Kastner distributed copies to the council of the graphics, and renderings. He 
stated they tried to stay focused and use the natural contours. They did focus on the big item, the 
amphitheater. They also looked at having a big kid and small kids’ playground, family picnic areas, food 
truck parking area, utility hook up with a large pavilion, golf carts and some future use area, more parking, 
fishing pier and kayak area and the bathrooms One thing they drove on were the playgrounds. The 
playground incorporating the covered bridge build into it. It shows only about a 20% sketch. A lot of the 
cost was in the poured rubber, but they were able to produce the view of the river under the covered 
bridge and that was very important to having those features. They would partner with Gametime to build 
the custom playground. They had different pictures of the food truck area, the amphitheater, picnic 
pavilions, dog park, food truck area, and exercise pavilion to give them an idea of what they are looking 
at. 
 
Council Member Tim Abbott asked what it did not include in the bid package. Mr. Kastner stated the bid 
did not call for a construction plan, the construction plan they write up as the master plan which is actually 
what they decided to do with the property. They would then go back and do the construction plan as they 
bid out in sections. He was guessing they would not do the whole park at once; 4 to 6 features or half of 
it. It is the master plan for the whole project. 
Council Member David Duncan asked if it was included in the bid. Mr. Stephens stated he did not have 
the advertisement in front of him. They had the issue at Frankie Harris Park, and after reviewed it was 
only one person confused. He did not state if it was or was not, included and apologized for not be able 
to give him an answer.  
 
Council Member Greg Free asked if the pictures submitted are the items they have constructed. Mr. 
Kastner said most of them are, and some they have not done yet. The food truck area they would have to 
get from somewhere else, but they do have something like that in design at Powder Springs in the Phase 
2 that will be going underway, which will be the utility hookups for vendors and festivals. 
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Mr. Stephens read the actual wording of the bid to include the cost required, survey work, master plan 
design, and engineering as a lump sum amount. The plan should include estimated construction cost and 
components of the master plan. He asked Mr. Croy was that included, and he said yes sir. Mr. Stephens 
said, Mr. Kastner was interpreting engineering not to include contract documents and, two firms did. They 
will have to evaluate it and he was glad they participated. They are very confident and qualified and will 
make a recommendation based on all the factors and the best interest for the citizens and taxpayers. 
 
Cooper and Carey – Lee Sewell, representative for the firm stated their approach was to try and give them 
shoot for the stars, organize the park for a long-term plan and full use, and organize for phasing for 
budgets and put things together as they can afford them. They tried to take the master plan the city laid 
out but made a few changes moving the amphitheater on the natural hill and will probably need 
stormwater on site.  
Mayor Craig Guyton asked how close the Food truck area was to the amphitheater. Mr. Sewell stated 
about fifty feet from the stage. He described the layout for the playground, drop area for kayaks, 
restrooms, and fishing pier with about 150 spaces. He continued to go over the different items included 
in the plan provided to them and their ideas of where they would go. They provided multiple documents 
of their ideas and plans. They did read, that it asked for engineering as construction documents and is 
what they put together.  
Council Member Duncan asked about the fishing pier. Mr. Sewell said they did not provide details of the 
design and requested in the RFP for launch and a fishing pier. He visited the area and there was a guy 
standing on the bank fishing and it looked to be a great place. He left copies for them to review.  
 
Council Member Joe Turner asked Mr. Stephens if he had quotes. Mr. Stephens stated they include 
numbers for budget purposes, they would not be binding until the construction bids were advertised. Mr. 
Stephens gave the example of the FHP Design which cost $44,500 and estimated total cost of $400,000. 
Mayor Guyton asked how many folks it would seat at the amphitheater. Mr. Sewell stated he did not have 
the answer, but he modeled off Eagle Scouts plan with wood seats and concrete stairs.  
Mr. Stephens stated they would partner with BGE, a representative was present, Ms. Gore a resident of 
Bartow County and he thanked them for being there. 
 
Bell and Associates- Allen & Zac Bell 
Mr. Bell gave an overview of the firm, team members and their services. They use consultants to assist 
with the projects which includes all required surveys, which is important, and engineering needed.  
Mr. Bell shared pictures of the items they would include in the master plan that would compliment what 
the city already has with the covered bridge and the mill. He shared the amphitheater they constructed 
in Cedartown that seats eight hundred people. You can sit if you want on the risers or bring your chairs. 
He shared some cost for the amphitheater seats. They have experience in doing all types of buildings. He 
showed pictures of cabins and the wood for rural type structures. He showed a pavilion they constructed 
and stated they have done quite a few. The one he showed was in Carrollton, Georgia with a stage and 
platform. It may be more than what the city will need. The restroom he showed they did at Lake Carroll. 
He described it as cute and made of stone and is located next to the water. They included a list of the park 
features.  
Zac Bell stated they put together the park features and prioritized them. First was the amphitheater, the 
toilet house, and restrooms near the existing one to reduce some of the side cost of utilities, etc.; parking 
area with easy access to the park, easy to park, fishing area, loading, and unloading kayaks easily. The 
pavilion up on the hill with a view to the playground next to the dog park, shaded rest area and next to 
the food truck to eat in the shade. He went through the list of priorities along with the site work and 
utilities, creek activities and access points, safety for the playground, and the remaining space for the dog 
park, walking area and future uses anticipated.  
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Mr. Bell stated it all depends on the designs, how big they want the amenities and how much money they 
want to spend. The prepared it as a shopping list. He said, he did not think they should tear down the 
existing pavilion. He provided a picture of a boat sketched with a bird’s eye view where the Euharlee Creek 
runs into the Etowah River and included eight different amenities all centrally located. They included 
prices for the shopping list and provided the council with what they have done and can do.  
 
Council Member Turner asked from whom they buy the playground equipment. Mr. Bell stated he does 
not buy it; they design, and Playcore Superior Plastic does the rest. They have a 90,000 square foot 
building in Carrollton, Georgia and they ship all over the world. The amphitheater picture he shared, 
Playcore provided the plastic across the top that is not just for shade but waterproof with a 20-year 
warranty. 
 
Mayor Guyton thanked the three firms for bidding, being there and sharing information with the council. 
He said to Mr. Stephens he had his work cut-out, and they would meet and discuss again at the May 3rd 
meeting. 
 
Public Hearing – Rezoning 933 and 937 Euharlee Road 
Mayor Craig Guyton opened the floor for the public hearing to allow citizens to address the concerns they 
had that were for and against the rezoning for 933 and 937 Euharlee Road. 
 
Jonathan Jones with Elite Engineers representing PAK Eagle Homes at 937 Euharlee Road stated the 
proposed zoning request is for O&I and for residential multi-family. It is their intent after 3 hearings with 
the Planning Commission, to do a commercial aspect across the entire frontage. His client is also amenable 
to the other request to have an access road to allow his property with 933 Euharlee Road and connect to 
the Dollar General to relieve some of the concerns with traffic entering and exiting Euharlee multiple 
times to accommodate the same overall agenda to enter the commercial or residential facilities. They are 
proposing two entrances both will require a left turn lane and acceleration lane into them. They are 
proposing a lift station on the existing adjacent element if approved at the cost of $500,000. He said he 
was happy to answer any questions.  
 
Jeff Kumiki - He had concerns with widening Euharlee Road and the height of the fenced apartments. 
Three stories are about 30 to 40 feet tall and able to look straight into someone's house in the property 
located behind them. He opposed the changes. 
 
Raymond Freeman- Owner at 134 Milam Bridge Road opposed and approved. Opposed due to absolute 
chaos and confusion about the hearings, and letters received about the hearing dates. 
He stated Mr. Gray had asked for specific things to be brought before the zoning board and it was stated 
they were not advised of a hearing. They have requested to see the drawings repeatedly. Mr. Freeman 
did a request for information.  
He stated the board says it was R2 change to OI and R3. He stated the trailer park could not be less than 
10 acres, so it is already operating in the wrong. He stated the development and redevelopment states 
refer back to R1, OI to C1 - pharmacy, doctors, and retail. Mr. Jones stated in public hearing he wants to 
put in a laundromat which are C1's and the property is R2 to R3 and he stated R6.  
He stated it reads the plans are cleared by the zoning but there are no copies.  
He stated his utilities run from Euharlee Road through 933 so has a right to know what is going on.  
He stated is pro-growth, but it must be transparent, and it is all confusion. People are afraid to show up 
to meetings and there is no proof they have been notified except for him.  
He said to start over and do what you are going to do. Euharlee Road needs widening for safety, there will 
be too many people to enter Euharlee Road. 
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Nicole Tribble - She addressed concerns about Euharlee being a dangerous road, building 3-story 
apartments and lack of taking care of current property. She is pro-growth but cannot afford to live 
anywhere else. She went in details about the issues with the trailers. Mayor Craig Guyton stopped her to 
say the public hearing was in reference to rezoning. She said the plan for the number of apartments was 
not a good plan for Euharlee. 
 
Carla Podone and LJ Palmer- Children spoke about their concerns in schools if they had to move. 
 
Mayor Guyton with no further discussion moved to unfinished business. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Contract for Bridge Repairs- James Stephens 
City Manager James Stephens stated The L.C. Whitford Company, Inc. referred by Bartow County, 
provided a contract to repair two bridges on Covered Bridge Road. The cost to the city of Euharlee, the 
amount negotiated through the Bartow County Transportation Department, was $97,600 and includes a 
1-year warranty. Bartow County has agreed to assist the city by bearing $25,000 of the cost. He 
recommended the council approve the contract and to start on the repairs. Mr. Olson, Administrator with 
Bartow County, recommended the city make full payment to L.C. Whitford and the county would 
reimburse the city the $25,000. 
 
Council Member David Duncan motioned to approve the $72,600. Council Member Greg Free seconded 
the motion. The motioned carried with all voting in favor. 
  
Liability Insurance Renewal - James Stephens 
City Manager James Stephens provided council with documentation for the liability and workers 
compensation insurance renewal. The liability coverage includes all the cost for general liability, 
automobile, crime protection, property, and officials’ insurance with a renewal amount of $126,760. The 
coverage continued through Glatfelter which is the company the city had for several years. They city had 
two historic claims that continue to impact the rating. When you take that along with the workers 
compensation renewal which went down by almost $2,000. It equates to an $11,000 increase from last 
year. The market is very competitive, and the city is with a company that we have a good record. He 
recommended the renewal approval in the amount of $126,760 and workers compensation for $35,748. 
Council Member Joe Turner motioned to approve the renewal for the liability insurance at $126,760 and 
workers compensation at $35,748. Council Member Tim Abbott seconded the motion. The motion carried 
with all voting in favor. 
 
1St Reading Ordinance Change for Campground - James Stephens 
City Manager James Stephens stated the Planning and Zoning Commission at the last meeting requested 
an edit to the zoning ordinance specifically Section 10.4.2. It currently reads toilet facilities shall be plainly 
marked, separate for each sex, lighted at night, and shall not be located no farther than two hundred feet 
from the camp pad. The recommendation from the commission is to change it to five hundred feet. He 
supports the recommendation. He said it was the 1st reading and if there were any questions, he would 
address them. Mayor Craig Guyton stated since it is the 1st reading and there is no vote to be taken, asked 
if there were any questions. Council Member David Duncan asked the distance for the existing facilities. 
Mr. Stephens said the five hundred feet would accommodate the furthest feet from the bathroom.  
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Public Comments 
Ms. Tribble asked when they would vote on the rezoning. Mayor Guyton stated the 2nd reading would 
take place on May 3rd.  
 
A gentleman then asked the question if there were a minimum or maximum number of signatures needed 
for a petition. Mayor Guyton said the ordinance does not address a petition. 
 
Another resident stated she understood Ms. Tribble bringing up the repairs during the public hearing; it 
was just to let them know of the condition of the facility. Mayor Guyton stated he understood, the hearing 
was for rezoning, and they could not discuss it. She added that a lady at a previous meeting stated the 
shopping center in Euharlee owned by someone that did not live in the city and being used as a write-off. 
She is concerned that happen with the property on Euharlee Road. She said she wants growth and know 
trailer parks are eye sores, but you have families that have lived there many years and cannot afford to 
live anywhere else. If they want it look better, make it look better without vacating them from their 
homes. She said the gentleman spoke about confusion; she does not know anything about city stuff, but 
she does know about communication and there has been none between the landlord and the property 
management. She stated they would have 30 days to move if the rezoning is approved, and that is 
inhumane. They would need at least 6 months to a year to save up for the rise in housing cost. 
 
A resident asked to give them time to find a place to move because times are hard, and most are them 
are experiencing a financial strain due to the economy. Please improve that place, and just give them time 
to find a place.  
 
A resident of Euharlee that lives in The Cliffs subdivision was concerned about more traffic. He also asked 
about the process of evaluating what improvements needed and who is responsible? Also, will they do a 
traffic analysis due to an increase of 300 to 400 residents in that concentrated area. How does it all work. 
Mr. Stephens said he does have a traffic study from Bartow County conducted by the state. It indicates 
that there is quite a bit more cars the current road widths can accommodate. The gentleman stated it is 
impossible to get out of the neighborhood during school and how do they get rid of all that. Who does 
that? Mayor Guyton stated part of it by the city and part of it by the state. Mr. Stephens stated there is 
an intergovernmental contract in place that does require a parallel road from the developer. There will 
be a required parallel road if they move forward with the project. 
A gentleman stated that will not make it any easier to get out to include the eight hundred houses built 
off Euharlee Road. He feels they need to widen the road before they change the zoning to put 200 to 300 
more people in the city. 
 
Council Member Tim Abbott motioned to adjourn. Council Member David Duncan and Greg Free 
seconded the motion. The motion passed with all voting in favor. 
 
With no further discussion the meeting adjourned at 8:06 pm. 
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CITY OF EUHARLEE 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

MAY 3, 2022 
 
Mayor Craig Guyton called the meeting to order, Council Member Greg Free led prayer, followed with the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The following were present: Mayor Craig Guyton, Council Members Tim Abbott, Greg Free, David Duncan, 
Joe Turner, and City Manager James Stephens. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING – 2ND Reading – Rezoning 937 Euharlee Road 
Mayor Craig Guyton stated during the course of checking all the boxes, and doing all the due diligence, 
they realized there was a mistake with one of the advertisements. Because of that, they thought it would 
be best to start the process over. There was no public hearing on the 933 or 937 Euharlee Road at that 
meeting. He said, new notices, and advertisements were going out, and new dates were shared.  
 
* May 10th – Planning and Zoning Meeting – Regular Meeting - 1st Public Hearing;  
* May 24th-   Called City Council Meeting/Public Hearing – 1st Reading Rezoning 933 & 937 Euharlee Road 
* June 7th – City Council Meeting – Public Hearing – 2nd Reading – Rezoning – 933 & 937 Euharlee Road 
 
Council Member David Duncan motioned to approve the City Council meeting minutes, 04.05.22 and the 
Called City Council meeting minutes, 04.19.22. Council Member Greg Free seconded the motion. They all 
voted in favor. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
2nd Reading – Rezoning 937 Euharlee Road – James Stephens 
Item was tabled as discussed at the beginning of the meeting. 
 
2nd Reading – Ordinance Change for Campground – James Stephens 
City Manager James Stephens stated there have been no changes since the 1st reading. The edit would be 
changing from 200 feet in section 10.4.2 to 500 feet. He recommended the adoption to the ordinance.  
 
Council Member Joe Turner asked what would it accomplish. 
 
Mr. Stephens said it would take away any ambiguity to whether they are in compliance with the campsites 
they are considering adding at Frankie Harris Park; changing the 200 to 500 feet will be in total compliance 
with the independent campers that may have access to the bathrooms. 
 
Council Member Greg Free motioned to accept the change to the ordinance. Council Member Tim Abbott 
seconded the motion.  
 
Council Member Joe Turner said he thinks they should do that if they build the campsites the same and 
he didn’t see it was necessary until they do. The motion passed with a 3- 2 vote.  
 
Master Plan Osborne Park – James Stephens 
Mayor Craig Guyton said they are still making some revisions and getting some numbers, corrections and 
clarifications and were not ready to discuss.  
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Council Member Greg Free motioned to table the item for Osborne Park. Council Member David Duncan 
seconded the motion. They all voted in favor. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Rebuild Calaboose – James Stephens 
City Manager James Stephens stated as the council was aware, a tree fell on the Calaboose about a month 
ago. They had before them, an estimate to restore it for $6,450 by D & T Construction. They have done 
quite a bit of work in the downtown area. The damage is fairly extensive.  The amount is close to the 
amount when Mr. Stephens made the recommendation not to file it on an insurance claim with a $5,000 
deductible. The Museum Curator, and the Historic Preservation Commission, feels strong and supports to 
renovate, and restore the Calaboose.  
Council Member David Duncan asked if the funds were available and Mr. Stephens answered yes.  
 
Council Member Greg Free asked if the master plan for Osborne Park does not call for either one of the 
buildings. Mr. Stephens said it is not in the project area. 
 
Council Member Joe Turner said the Calaboose was a big part of the Euharlee history. It is down by the 
old courthouse, and go hand in hand.  
 
Council Member Joe Turner motioned to accept for renovation. Council Member David Duncan seconded 
the motion. They all voted in favor. 
 
Reappoint Anne Walker Library Board – James Stephens 
City Manager James Stephens shared that Ms. Walker had been serving in that capacity, was enthusiastic 
and does a fantastic job and asked about the reappointment. The library board would like to see her 
reappointed. He recommended she is reappointed for a second term. Councill Member Joe Turner 
motioned to reappoint Anne Walker. Council Member Greg Free seconded the motion. They all voted in 
favor. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS – No public comments. 
 
Council Member Tim Abbott motioned to adjourn the meeting. Council Member David Duncan seconded 
the motion. They all voted in favor. 
 
With no further discussion the meeting adjourned at 7:10 pm. 
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CITY OF EUHARLEE 
CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION MINUTES 

MAY 17, 2022 
 
Mayor Craig Guyton called the meeting to order, Council Member Tim Abbott led prayer, followed with 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The following were present: Mayor Craig Guyton, Council Members Tim Abbott, Greg Free, David Duncan, 
Joe Turner, and City Manager James Stephens. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Osborne Park Master Plan – James Stephens 
 
City Manager, James Stephens stated the council had before them a second response from the three (3) 
firms that submitted an initial proposal at the city’s request regarding the masterplan at Osborne Park. A 
communication was sent out to the three firms asking them to rework their proposal based on the 
amphitheater close to the current tennis court location. The bathrooms centrally located, also to re-work 
the construction estimate and to show amenities the city could expect to have if the budget was 1.2-
million-dollars. All firms responded. 
 

• CROY – The 1.2-million-dollar construction estimates, none of their options would include the 
city’s most desired features like the amphitheater, parking, and playground equipment. Based on 
their response Mr. Stephens listed them as third in his order. 
 

• COOPER CARRY – They initially showed the amphitheater being close to the home plate on the 
big field. They did show re-working the plan with the amphitheater close to the tennis court. Even 
in the re-work, they are showing a retention pond in the same area. Mr. Stephens stated they 
were very capable and have done work for larger cities and he had no doubt they could do a great 
masterplan and design for the city. He listed them as seconded.  
The design price came in at $93,000 but it does not include any design fee related to the lighting 
in the parking area which would be additional fees. They didn’t include, as the council recalls, and 
were tag teaming with a firm called BGE that would do that component. 
 

• BELL & ASSOCIATES ARCHITECTS – The response from Allen Bell the 1.2-million-dollar design 
included $75,000 for new playground equipment and a fishing pier. The current parking is not 
asphalt. The acre parking lot is gravel. Based on the two responses from all three firms, he felt like 
Allen Bell has been the most attentive to the communication and more experienced working with 
municipalities closest to the size of Euharlee. They would be the most sensitive to the construction 
budget. The fee for the masterplan, engineering and managing the contract documents was 
$106,000.  

 
Mr. Stephens stated that Bell and Associates was not the lowest price, but not a full $13,000 difference. 
He said those were his thoughts, he was available for phone calls and questions, and the council had until 
June 7, 2022, to take a vote. His recommendation was for first – Allen Bell; second – Cooper; and Croy 
third. 
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Council Member David Duncan asked if the amphitheater was going to be where the old fire station was 
located. Mr. Stephens stated closer to the tennis courts. 
 
Council Member Greg Free stated, he saw the Cooper’s plan for a retention pond, but were there any 
notes what the storm water plans would be. Mr. Stephens stated without putting words in their mouth, 
he thinks they plan to use a small ridge, what would be the presbyterian side of the amphitheater to divert 
the water into the stormwater system attached to the Covered Bridge Road rather than a standard 
retention pond. 
 
Council Member Duncan asked if the y would use the existing bathrooms. Mr. Stephens stated the location 
would be more centrally located. He also mentioned talking with Mayor Guyton and depending on the 
amenities selected, they may try to add a second bathroom because the large geographical area. The cost 
for water and sewer all three firms showed, comes in less than what they are projecting.  They did the 
projections without utilities located, and the city has sewer throughout the middle of the property.  
 
Mayor Craig Guyton said one thing Bell & Associates did not show, but Cooper shows, is the large walking 
trail around the park. He asked if they realized that is what the city wanted. Mr. Stephens said they 
discussed it but see it is not on the design. He did provide additional pictures not included in the work 
package. He had in mind a rock and wood bathroom area that would look like the pavilion close to the 
historic covered bridge. 
 
Council Member Joe Turner asked were any of the representatives present and Mr. Stephens said they 
were not. It was a work session and wanted to see what additional information or what the council may 
want different. He could certainly ask them to be at the June 7th meeting if they desire. 
 
Council Member Turner stated he had been in favor of preserving as much of Osborne Park as possible, 
including the 150–200-year-old oak trees that provide shade for the whole park. He said looking at 2 
designs, there will be a lot torn down. He said there were kids there playing on the old basketball courts 
but there were none at Joe Cowan Park. He said Mr. Stephens does not like Croy, but it looks like they will 
do the least damage to Osborne Park and pulling in playground equipment, parking, and the amphitheater 
at the tennis court. It does not tear down the oak trees. Honestly, he does not like the two redesigning 
the whole park. He likes the Croy design. He added, three weeks ago there were about twenty kids playing 
ball on the ballfield with their parents. He thinks it is wrong to do away with it. 
 
Council Member Tim Abbott stated being new to the process, once they select one of the masterplans, 
which are low fidelity renderings, meaning they are just conceptual. He said to Council Member Turners’ 
comment; the trees do provide shade. He is not saying, trees cannot be moved, however, would like to 
see very few. He asked once chosen, do they still have a say to building and moving around. Mr. Stephens 
said yes. Allen Bell included six meetings budgeted with council and certainly there would be ongoing 
meetings.  
 
Mayor Guyton said all three firms kept those oak trees in mind. Mr. Stephens stated Cooper is showing 
taking all of them out, and replanting. Allen Bell outside of the area is not taking trees out. He was not 
sure about Croy. 
 
Council Member Abbott said the council will choose the one with the best design, but they would have 
sessions. He would agree to minimize or no to eliminate the big oak trees. 
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Council Member Free said Cooper’s and Croy’s layouts are similar with the big features are almost 
identical; Croy with more parking throughout, and Cooper where the food trucks will be located, more 
greenspace. He also added, while there may be twenty kids there playing, the good news is there could 
be two hundred if done right, and excited about a good family park back. Council Member Abbott stated 
and good restrooms for mother with babies and small children. 
 
Mr. Stephens said about the Croy layout, they chose to present the document the city provided them in 
the pre-bid package which is why it looks similar to the historic park, and they did very little to what they 
received.  
 
Council Member Duncan stated Croy had no parking. Mr. Stephens added, in the 1.2-million-dollar budget 
with Croy’s plan, they would have a choice of no parking, no amphitheater or fishing pier which is why he 
rated them third. 
 
Council Member Free asked if any of them see any issues with EPA, Coosa River Basin with the fishing peer 
or the kayak folks. Mr. Stephens said not other than the trees Cooper will take out. 
 
Council Member Turner said the creek is not deep enough for the fishing pier. Mayor Guyton stated it was 
deep enough to turn over a kayak. Mr. Stephens said he encouraged the creek amenities because they 
are currently under-utilized. It is okay if a fishing pier is not practical.  
Council Member Turner said if they want to build a fishing pier it needs to be where the campground is 
located. 
 
Council Member Free said if they put in another kayak launch would they do away with the other one and 
the new launch would be the primary or would the other one still be there. 
Mayor Guyton said no, it would not have a long enough site and they would still use it and he believed it 
to be part of the first drawing. He said to keep in mind, maybe sooner or later, the 17 acres will be a new 
launch site because they will be taking the original one to the bridge. It would be nice to have, but the 
money it would add to the project. 
Mr. Stephens shared that Peter Olsen, County Administrator, did speak of a desire for additional boat 
ramps. He did not specifically speak of the 17 acres, but it was going through his mind as he was speaking. 
He highlighted the Euharlee Etowah bridge widening and replacing it. 
 
Council Member Turner said, he knows the playground equipment can be, ordered and installed straight 
from the manufacturer. He is still disappointed with the route they are going. They can tweak it through 
themselves. 
 
Council Member Free said they are going to do it they have to did well using taxpayers’ monies and doing 
it professionally. There are a lot of talented people, but a top-notch facility, you will need a firm to do it 
right. 
 
Mr. Stephens stated when they did the first eleven sites at the campground and they are nice, he was at 
his limit as far as the design. He hears and understands Council Member Turner’s point and do not doubt 
they could make it happen, but with the timeframe using federal monies to accomplish. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
FY 22 Financial Update – March 2022 – James Stephens 
City Manager James Stephens provided the financial update through March 2022. He shared the year-to-
date revenue compared to the budgeted amount. He explained that many of the revenues received are 
equally throughout the year, once a year, and 4- times a year every 3 months. The revenue is not equally 
over 12-months. Through March 2022, there was an unfavorable revenue variance in the amount of 
$19,370. Looking at the line items, it was short in fines and forfeitures, and he was not uncomfortable 
about it. He added, the school camera funds are not included in this budget; they are restricted. SPLOST 
is the biggest tax item and are on target and will make up the unfavorable variance.  
 
The expenses show a favorable variance of almost $80,000 and will equal out. The liability insurance was 
paid on May 1st, and they will not experience that much of a favorable variance. He said, if the fiscal year 
ended on March 1st, they will have used $152,000 of fund balance. They have budgeted to use $212,000, 
so they have a favorable net of $60,000. As the council recalls, it is a zero-balanced budget, not projecting 
to use any accumulated fund balance, and favorable $60,000 through March 2022.  
 
The recreation department shows they spent more than budgeted, but it is related to signage; all the 
signage replaced in the park. The budget amount will equal out throughout the year.  
He also said, SPLOST was 20% higher than last year. In three months, they have collected $5,000 more 
than budgeted. He budgeted more assertive than before based on the previous year trends.  
 
Mayor Guyton asked if there were any questions, and Mr. Stephens was available if they came up with 
any questions. 
 
NO PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
With no further discussion the meeting adjourned at 7:35 pm.  
 
  
 
  
 

 
 



CITY OF EUHARLEE 
CALLED CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

MAY 24, 2022 
 
Mayor Craig Guyton called the meeting to order, led prayer, followed with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The following were present: Mayor Craig Guyton, Council Members, Greg Free, David Duncan, Joe 
Turner, and City Manager James Stephens. Council Member Tim Abbott was not present. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING – 1St Reading – Rezoning 933 & 937 Euharlee Road 
Mayor Craig Guyton opened the Public Hearing for the 1st Reading for the rezoning of 933 and 937 
Euharlee Road. 
 
Jonathan Jones with Elite Engineering represented Pak Eagle for the request to rezone the property 
from a current R6 to commercial C 1 along with the frontage, and a R3 zoning on the back part of the 
property. The address is 937 Euharlee Road. The proposed development is proposing two entrances into 
the property with a left turn lane, and the acceleration lane coming from the left: over two acres of 
commercial along the frontage. Also, proposing to enter the parking lot of the adjacent development so 
patriots can travel from one parcel to the next. The property will have to install a regional lift station 
that will pump sewage to Euharlee Road to the east, where it will dump into the existing Bartow County 
gravity manhole. It has been discussed with Bartow County and is not an issue. The settling station will 
be located at the southwest lower part of the property. He stated he was available for questions. 
 
Council Member David Duncan asked about the turning lanes and the two entrances. Mr. Jones stated 
they are aware a turning lane is required. 
 
Resident Nicole McCarver - Ms. McCarver stated she received a letter and wanted to know what their 
property had to do with 937 Euharlee Road, and the other part of the trailer park. She lives at 965 
Euharlee Road. 
 
Mayor Craig Guyton stated whenever there is rezoning in your vicinity, the city requirements are to 
notify all local homeowners so if they have questions or against the rezoning, they can do so by 
attending the public hearing. 
 
Ms. McCarver also asked about the septic pump and the location. Mayor Craig Guyton stated, currently 
the county has a septic line that runs on the road, and the drawing will show where the underground lift 
station will be placed and will meet the county's existing line. 
 
Resident Roderick Burch - Mr. Burch stated he pondered which sheet to sign up on. He and his wife 
moved there from Henry County that had changed, and moved to Bartow County, Euharlee and was a 
breath of fresh air, a great place to live and a great place to be. He was not against or for the apartments 
or the trailer park. He was concerned about the high density, and (by definition), apartments are high 
density. The occupants are single family households and by nature renters not owners. Those are things 
to consider and in general, apartments coming to Euharlee. He shared he was the CFO for the Henry 
County Water Authority and has been for 21 years. In his lifetime, he has never seen a time with such a 
perforation of new apartment complexes built around the metro area. In Henry County they have 
developmental impact fees; the water sewer fees alone for an apartment complex with 230 units will be 
over one-half million dollars, which used to be a deterrent or considered, when apartments are built in 



Henry County. Now they just write the check and think nothing about it. They are building apartments 
and houses all over the place. The commissioners took the lid off the box with rezoning and variances 
and now cannot put it back on. He does not want that to happen in Euharlee.  
 
Mayor Craig Guyton concluded the public hearing. The 2nd Reading will be on June 7, 2022, at the regular 
city council meeting. 
 
Council Member Joe Turner asked if it would be possible for the City Manager, James Stephens to place 
a moratorium for about three months so they can adjust the ordinances for safety factors. 
 
Council Member Craig Guyton said it was not outside the authority of the city council. The next council 
meeting and his decision, he could motion, get a seconded, and get the council to vote in favor. 
 
Council Member Turner said he would like to see the layout for entrances and exits dealing with safety 
and add to the ordinances. 
 
Council Member Joe Turner motioned to adjourn. Council Member David Duncan seconded the motion. 
The motion passed with all voting in favor. 
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CITY OF EUHARLEE 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

JUNE 07, 2022 
 
Mayor Craig Guyton called the meeting to order, Council Member David Duncan led prayer, followed with 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The following were present: Mayor Craig Guyton, Council Members Tim Abbott, Greg Free, David Duncan, 
Joe Turner, and City Manager James Stephens. 
 
Public Hearing – 2nd Reading of rezoning 933 & 937 Euharlee Road 
Resident of Euharlee, Debra Miduski had concerns about being able to afford housing if they removed the 
trailer park and built apartments. She explained her income was barely enough for her necessities and 
she had nowhere to go. She has been a resident for three years, shared the condition of the trailer park 
and the repairs needed. If they build an apartment complex the problems will increase. She asked them 
not to approve it because she had nowhere else to go. 
 
Resident of Euharlee, Raymond Freeman mentioned starting over again with the rezoning. He asked what 
the requirements were for the Department of Transportation and hearing they are going to do it like it is 
in Rockmart or a turn lane. He stated, Mr. Crawford that works for the Department of Transportation and 
Superintendent over the bridge in Euharlee, said they did a traffic count in 2021 when many people were 
working from home and not going into the office. The number of cars during the morning rush was 5255 
and evening 5500. According to the highway capacity manual states, 2650 per hour for a two-lane road, 
which means it doubles the capacity. He gave the number per second and wanting to add cars. He stated, 
there is no way they can add cars. The capacity should be for a four-lane. He stated he was reading 
documentation from GDOT design policy and shared the capacity levels. The ideal capacity on a two-lane 
roadway was 1752 per hour. He said, they are adding more people to a system that is at capacity. When 
the bridge is rebuilt, it will be only for two-lanes. He continued sharing information about the two-lane 
traffic in Euharlee, over capacity and adding more cars. He does not think anything should be added that 
would increase the traffic. He loves every citizen in the town, and they deserve to be protected. 
 
Johnathan Jones, on behalf of Pak Eagle stated he pulled up the information that Mr. Freeman read, and 
the Georgia manual said 2600 trips per day for capacity between 7-9 peak hours. Whether this is proof 
for zoning or not, it will have to meet the criteria in a traffic study. He knows and states they would 
definitely have to put a left and right turn lane, with possible four lanes built on the dollar of the developer. 
From a traffic standpoint, he travels a two-lane road that carries about 15,750 per day. 
 
Mayor Craig Guyton concluded the Public Hearing. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Council Member Greg Free motioned to approve the City Council meeting minutes, 05.03.22, Called City 
Council meeting minutes, 05.17.22 and Called City Council meeting minutes 05.24.22.  Council Member 
David Duncan seconded the motion. The motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
2nd Reading - Rezoning of 933 & 937 Euharlee Road – James Stephens 
City Manager James Stephens stated if approved it would be an amendment to the zoning map and in 
order for a vote. He said, he did not believe the gentleman in charge of designing the bridge 
communicated accurately with Mr. Freeman. He thinks there must have been some type of 
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misunderstanding. With that being said, what Mr. Jones stated is accurate, if the rezoning is approved, 
the future development will have to comply with all the city regulations and state regulations. 
 
Mayor Craig Guyton stated not only do they have to comply with all local ordinances, but state and federal 
ordinances at the same time. 
 
Council Member Abbott asked for Mr. Stephens to state the rezoning. Mr. Stephens said rezone to C1 and 
R3 from R6 for the two addresses. 
 
Council Member Greg Free said it was the first rezone since he had been on council. He stated they are 
strictly voting on the zoning, not on the plans; nothing was presented. The vote is just on rezoning of the 
property. Mr. Stephens said that was correct. 
 
Council Member Tim Abbott motioned to approve the re-zoning for 933 Euharlee Road to C1 and R3 from 
R6. Council Member Greg Free seconded the motion. The motion carried with all voting in favor.  
 
Council Member Tim Abbott motioned to approve the re-zoning for 937 Euharlee Road from R6 to C1 and 
R3. Council Member Greg Free seconded the motion. The motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
Osborne Park Master Plan Select Design Firm – James Stephens 
City Manager James Stephens stated he followed up from the last work session, and the Bell proposal 
does include a walking trail around Osborne Park. It does include to protect all the oak trees, as much as 
reasonably possible, go from gravel to asphalt for approximately $75,000 which was not a bid number and 
incorporated easily into the process. He recommended the council engage Allen Bell for the master plan 
in the amount of $106,000 which includes them putting together bid documents and advertisement. 
Council Member David Duncan asked if it was included in the document they received. Mr. Stephens said 
yes for $106,000. 
 
Council Member Joe Turner said, he was disappointed they were not honoring the vote and the 
agreement with the middle school, and simply to him did not make sense. He said, they made a 
commitment. The two representatives from the council met with the school board and apparently, 
according to the elementary school coach and the principal, they were told the commitment would not 
be honored, will not maintain the fields, not going to maintain the tennis courts, and the only thing left 
was for them to go to Joe Cowan. He said it was a contentious meeting. The principal and the coach were 
not happy as they thought they were. Mayor Craig Guyton asked if he said the elementary school and 
Council Member Turner said he meant the middle school.  
 
Council Member Turner stated the council was elected to represent everybody in the city. The money 
they are spending there, the lower end of Milam Bridge Road and Covered Bridge Road needs paving and 
for the last three to four years he had been trying to get the lines striped in the city. There are about five 
to six roads, and the distance on them you cannot see the yellow line or the middle line. They have been 
talking about building a structure on top of the grist mill and rented for money for the city. If he did not 
misunderstand, Mr. Stephens stated the government had changed their attitude toward what they could 
spend the money for. The money the council plans to spend on the park, they could do a lot of good for 
the city to even buying police cars for the Chief. He said if they were willing to go out and look at some of 
the playground equipment and put in that park, because he does not believe it is the best way to spend 
the money. 
 
Council Member David Duncan stated basically on the same line as Council Member Turner. He said they 
start programs and do not complete them before they start something else. If they are going to spend 
that type of money, he would rather it go to Frankie Harris RV Park that they have started, and not put it 
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on the back burner. He would like to see one project completed before they start spending that kind of 
money on something else. 
 
Mayor Craig Guyton stated they both said a lot of things and he would like to address them one at a time. 
He said, the city is pretty large and capable of taking on more than one thing at a time.  
 
Secondly, the project at Frankie Harris is not on the back burner, it is funded, and no extra money needed. 
It is not on the back burner. The construction will start in the Fall, after the POW WOW so they do not 
interrupt that event which he thinks is favorable to everybody involved.  
 
The roads that need paving will be paved, and that money has nothing to do with that. The striping that 
Council Member Turner was talking about, in 2007 they re-striped the roads and one of the things was 
brought to the council at that time was to use the new technology to stripe, because it lasted longer but 
would cost $15,000 more dollars than the price to paint using the regular road paint. At that time, and he 
stated he could pull the minutes if needed, but Council Member Turner did not want to do it. And now 
they need to have it done again, where the extra $15,000 to do it correctly the first time, would have 
precluded from doing it another time.  
 
With all that said, he could appreciate Council Member Turner not wanting Osborne Park to change. The 
fact of the matter is, the Superintendent, School Board, Principal, and the Athletic Director at the middle 
school are not only happy, but they are thrilled with the way things have gone.  
 
Council Member Turner said why did he tell him it was programmatic. Mayor Guyton said, he did not 
know who told him that. Council Member Turner said the coach at the school. Mayor Guyton said there 
are about 5 or 6 different coaches. Council Member Turner said he assumed it was the head coach because 
he came in with the principal. Mayor Guyton said if it was the football coach, they have their own field. 
The athletic director and principal said they were extremely happy the way it went this first year. The 
council is not backing off any agreement they have made with school or school board. They asked them 
to update it, and now they are enjoying it and completely pleased with the arrangement. Council Member 
Turner said the school board does not put up with carrying kids back and forward. Mayor Guyton stated 
the school board pays the bill everywhere else except for Euharlee, because the city does not charge them 
a dime to use it. 
 
Council Member Free stated that was the part of the meeting he and Mr. Stephens were a part of on 
behalf of the city. It was a great meeting with a lot of ideas shared. A representative on the school board 
from this area was present, the principal and a representative from the central office. They all had 
concerns up front and were addressed appropriately. The coaching staff and school board were 
comfortable at that time. After this year, and he has a kid that plays on a team that uses Joe Cowan Park, 
their coach said they like the facility and were appreciative. He felt it was easier for them to control the 
gate and make money for the school for their programs, whereas at Osborne they had no gate and could 
not collect money for the program. Council Member Free said, if they constantly focus on the negative, 
they will always find the negatives. They must realize there are a lot of positives to those situations. In the 
discussion with Osborne Park and the schools, as Osborne Park evolves into this new family area, the 
school will have an input on what they see to be a benefit, because it is in their back door. The council has 
tried to be good stewards to that relationship, and make sure they include them as things change. They 
like the fields at Joe Cowan Park, this year was a success for them, and he is glad they made the choice. 
Council Member Joe Turner said he would like for the council to postpone the decision until the next 
meeting and invite the principal and the coach to talk to them. Mr. Stephens said they have a school board 
member in the building. 
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Council Member Free said to take the school part out of it and go back to the very beginning to the meeting 
they had with the all the stakeholders in the city and the key people involved with the city. The number 
one thing that came out of that meeting, was Osborne needs redeveloping, it is not properly being used. 
He said it did not come out of his mouth, but everybody in that meeting. They need to include the people 
who help make the city successful. A lot of the citizens that go to Food Truck Friday want the same thing. 
Imagine it being better. It is in the center of everything. If they keep pushing it off, it will never get done. 
If they keep kicking the can down the road, they will not accomplish anything. The council was elected to 
listen to the people and do what is best. 
 
Mayor Guyton said a couple of weeks ago the last day of school, Council Member Free, the representative 
Mayor Worthington and the council had chosen, went to have a meeting with the principal and the 
athletic director just to ask how it went. They are not trying to go back to Osborne Park.  
Council Member Turner said why would one come out with a different opinion than another person if 
they went in and asked the same question.  
Mayor Guyton stated he did not know which principal he talked to, but if it was the football coach, he 
probably does not care one way or the other. 
 
Council Member Free stated some were excited about some of the amenities at Osborne Park and the 
school being able to use them and their input was valuable. He would be honest if they were not happy. 
 
Council Member Turner said he does not know why the principal stood there and asked him why they 
abandoned the promise that was made 10 years ago. 
Mr. Stephens said he would love for them to make a decision on this, but he would not have a problem if 
they wanted to invite him to a meeting and clear that up. 
 
Council Member Abbott said they cannot speak for someone who is not there, it is not fair to them. He 
said to Mr. Stephens he believes they had three submissions for an architectural engineering plan for 
Osborne Park, Mr. Stephens has a recommendation and why. 
 
Mr. Stephens recommended the council to engage Bell and Associates to do the master plan, bid 
documents, and bid advertisement for the master plan at Osborne Park for a total cost in the amount of 
$106,000. He believed them to have the working experience with governmental projects, which could 
control cost more in-line with a city the same size would need. 
 
Council Member Tim Abbott motioned to accept the proposal from Bell and Associates master plan for 
the redesign of Osborne Park. Council Member Greg Free seconded the motion. The motion passed with 
three voting in favor and two not in favor. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Challenger Field Discussion - Butch Emerson 
Mr. Butch Emerson thanked council for allowing him to come and present to them something that is dear 
to his heart. He stated he and his wife were blessed to have five children and four grandbabies. Two of 
the children, are not children anymore, and the oldest three of the children were adopted and God blessed 
them to be able to adopt. After they signed the letter to adopt, a couple of months later, his wife said she 
was pregnant with twins. He stated two of his sons are exceptional children. One is in a private facility, 
and the other one is with them until they can no longer provide care, and his sister Sara will become his 
care giver. If you ever meet his son Anthony, you will fall in love with him. He is the ambassador of the 
Emerson family and does a wonderful job. 
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Mr. Emerson said, years ago, he wanted to get his son involved. A friend of Mr. Emerson’s started what 
they call a challenger league. It allows children with special needs to play ball. They do not keep score or 
line the field; a lot like T-ball. He said, it was the first time his son was on the field and was able to play 
baseball with other children. When he thinks of three of the limitation’s society placed on children he 
cries. He shared that his son hit a homerun, and he has that green ball on his desk today and it reminds 
him of the joy that was on his face.  
 
The league has grown into a tremendous lease. They have a challenger field at Hamilton Crossing Park, 
and he is blessed to be a part of. He sat with a group when it was presented to Commissioner Taylor. They 
play on Saturdays and has grown to where it requires two games. The younger first and the older children 
play second. There are children that are blind, in wheelchairs and parents push them around the field. It 
brings joy to them and even more so to the parents. It allows them to escape the restraints, allows them 
to play ball, and enjoy the same as others. 
 
He stated, he heard some of the comments about Osborne Park and the community. What better idea; 
you have the land that you own free, and clear and you have been given federal monies to use as you will. 
You have a baseball field already, go in and take off all the grass, re-grade it and put the turf down. It is 
manufactured to allow children in wheelchairs to maneuver across the field and not slow down and does 
not cause children walking to trip and fall. Points he made; it already has the dugout, fence and would 
need upgrading. He reached out to Commissioner Taylor and Greg Hite and the price tag was $625,000 to 
$800,000. He also mentioned the field at Joe Cowan Park that could be used and re-vamped. He referred 
back to Osborne Park, the children in the community and schools could use it.  
He encouraged them to visit on a Saturday when they are playing, click on the link he sent to them, and it 
will give them a better understanding what he presented to them of what the miracle fields, the 
challenging league is all about. He re-visited the current field at Osborne Park. They can use it for multiple 
use, include under the recreation department and call it the exceptional field at Euharlee. The old adage 
of a baseball movie, “Build a Dream,” build it and they will come. The Hamilton Crossing field started 
attracting people from other counties. On this side of town, you will draw people from our community, 
schools, and even have tournaments and multi-use. He is asking them to build the miracle field, 
challenging field, exceptional field, whatever they want to call it; but to look into their hearts and build 
this field so that children like his and other children like his son, can play and be equal and not be inhibited 
by their disabilities.  
 
Mayor Craig Guyton said if you happen to be a sports coach, they accept volunteers so that the parents 
can sit in the stands. He said his softball team would sign up twice a year to do so.  
 
Council Member Tim Abbott stated when you watch the video, one thing that captured his heart, was 
there were volunteers, cheerleaders, and teams. The community came out to push them, run with them 
and the laughter and the tears. He said the macro of the family, and the community that came together 
to volunteer.  
 
Mayor Guyton stated they have the field at Hamilton Crossing and the one at Rome Braves, which are 20 
to 25 minutes from Euharlee, and both have Saturday morning leagues, would that not take away from 
the existing fields if one is added in Euharlee. 
 
Mr. Emerson answered yes and no. He said opening day at Hamilton it was packed. He shared with a 
colleague about his presentation, and she gave her blessings and stated they need another field. A lot of 
the kids are aging out, his son is aging out. The younger children are first and then the older children. He 
was hoping for a junior and senior league. There are a lot of children in the surrounding area driving to 
Hamilton Crossing and it is too far for them. This will also be an opportunity to have a Euharlee League. 
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There are endless possibilities when thinking outside the box. He is trying to open the door and get them 
moving in that direction; his honest opinion, if you build it, they will come. 
 
Council Member David Duncan stated he knew Mr. Emerson and Anthony both very well. He is an 
exceptional child. He will and can do anything, only limited at times. Since the council has already 
approved Bell and Associates architectural plans for Osborne Park, that basically knocks out the ball field, 
and he knew it was not set in stone. The main question would be, if the open field, soccer field at Joe 
Cowan Park would work. 
 
Mr. Stephens stated in preparation for the meeting, Ms. Pruitt had already visited the field at Hamilton 
Crossing, and she believes it could be a viable alternative if they did not incorporate it into Osborne Park. 
 
Council Member Duncan said that would probably be the best spot since they have already vested and 
committed to the other park. He said he was aware of what it would take, and to build dugouts. 
 
Mr. Emerson shared, with ADA regulations you would have to put in fencing and guards. The field is flat 
and fully turfed. He said they have an extraordinary opportunity in front of them from Joe Cowan Park to 
Osborne Park. He digressed and shared, he is on the school board and understand commitments, but you 
can amend anything, documents are documents and can be amended and you have to do what is right 
for the city of Euharlee and he respects that. He is asking to put an exceptional field in Euharlee, and he 
guaranteed, they would be bringing joy, laughter, fun and revenue to the city of Euharlee for many years. 
 
Council Member Abbott said to Mr. Stephens as a statement of record, the approval of the master plan, 
does that prohibit them from making selections about what goes into the plan. Mr. Stephens said it does 
not, and all amenities are on the table. 
Council Member Abbott said his young daughter just started and will continue as a paraprofessional in a 
special needs class in the city school. Her first observation was they do not really have a safe place to play. 
As he thinks about the surrounding schools, it sets his heart on fire and he would even try to work up 
some sponsors. 
 
Mr. Emerson said he appreciated Council Member Abbott, and the school system could benefit from this 
as well. He said again, it would be a great opportunity for Euharlee where you can make a tremendous 
impact for years to come. 
 
Council Member Joe Turner said that was something he could support instead of the dog park. He would 
rather see the field turned into something of that nature, than to a dog field. 
 
Mayor Guyton stated that he would like for Mr. Stephens and Ms. Pruitt to do some investigating and to 
include Bell and Associates about what it does to add to Osborne Park or Joe Cowan Park at the soccer 
field number three. Also, to include Peter Olsen in the discussions and his opinion, as well. 
 
Council Member Joe Turner stated there are always kids, and coaches on the extra soccer fields practicing 
when soccer games are taking place on the weekend. The field is used a lot. 
 
1st Reading Animal Control Ordinance – James Stephens 
Mayor Craig Guyton stated they have before them two amendments to the Animal Control Ordinance 
that have been approved by the county in April 2021 and February 2022. This is considered the first 
reading and was passed by the county on the 14th day of April of 2021, and 9th day of February 2022, and 
added to the city of Euharlee ordinance. The 2nd reading will be on July 5th. 
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Council Member Tim Abbott stated that it was brought to his attention by a citizen of a dead dear, and he 
realized he did not know what to tell them. After looking through the ordinance, he asked if the ordinance 
addressed the relationship or who would take care of it. 
 
Mr. Stephens said over and above the two ordinances, the city has an intergovernmental agreement in 
place that dictates who would pick up a carcass. The staff typically gets many of them in the city limits. 
The intergovernmental agreement dictates the city to update the ordinances to be consistent with the 
county. 
 
Vehicle Purchase for Police Department – Chief Jody Matthews 
Chief Jody Matthews went before the council requesting to purchase a 2022 Ford F150 Interceptor from 
Prater Ford, which is on the lot in Calhoun, Georgia and available. They do have a state contract on the 
vehicles for the best price scenario. He did get some quotes from three different installers. Diversified 
Electronics provided three different options, and what he presented was the lowest of the three, it fits 
their needs very well and requested to proceed with them to complete install. He stated the funding 
would come from the school automated enforcement funds, and the funds were available. He stated he 
was down to one spare vehicle which is a 2014 Dodge charger. He has three 2016 vehicles and trying to 
update his fleet. He explained he has one in the shop from a vehicle accident, one being repaired for 
electrical issues with one spare vehicle. 
 
Council Member Joe Turner stated the request for the vehicle is $33,000, to install $9,000 and asked if the 
city had collected that much from fine monies in the school zone. Chief Matthews said yes, and they have 
utilized it to pay some invoices, and things of that nature. The F150 they purchased they had it outfitted 
through Blue Line and the cost of that came from the school zone funds. The $47,000 is the available 
balance.  
 
Council Member David Duncan asked if he had the dog unit up and running. Chief Matthews said yes, and 
it was in the parking lot if they would like to see it. 
 
Council Member Greg Free motioned to accept Chief Matthews recommendation to purchase the 2022 
Ford Interceptor. Council Member David Duncan seconded the motion. The motion carried with all voting 
in favor. 
 
Public Comments 
Local resident stated he liked the disc golf course, and it was nice work. 
 
Council Member David Duncan motioned to adjourn the meeting. Council Member Greg Free seconded 
the motion. The motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
With no further discussions, the meeting adjourned at 8:03 pm. 
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CITY OF EUHARLEE 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

JULY 5, 2022 
 
Mayor Craig Guyton called the meeting to order, Council Member David Duncan led prayer, followed with 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The following were present: Mayor Craig Guyton, Council Members Tim Abbott, Greg Free, David Duncan, 
Joe Turner, and City Manager James Stephens. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Council Member David Duncan motioned to approve the City Council meeting minutes for June 7, 2022. 
Council Member Greg Free seconded the motion. The motion carried all voting in favor. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
2nd Reading Animal Control Ordinance 
Mayor Craig Guyton stated there were two different animal control ordinances the county has updated 
that the city needs to update as well; to include April 14, 2021, and February 9, 2022. There have been no 
changes since the 1st Reading.  
 
Council Member Greg Free asked if this was just an update to the agreement with the county. Mr. 
Stephens stated it is to keep the ordinances updated with the county. The city does have an agreement 
over and above the ordinances that takes care of the animals. 
 
Council Member David Duncan asked why there were two ordinances. Mayor Guyton stated one was 
updated in April 2021 that the city missed, so they were updating both. They are part of different sections 
of the animal control ordinance. 
 
Council Member Joe Turner motioned to approve and accept the ordinances. Council Member David 
Duncan seconded the motion. The motion carried all voting in favor. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Euharlee Creek Outfitters – Zack Tyree 
Owner of Euharlee Outfitters, Zack Tyree said, he had spoken with Council Member Tim Abbott briefly 
some time ago, and he met with the City Manager, James Stephens. He and Mr. Stephens rode around 
the city and addressed some issues dealing with safety. He said, thank you to the city for cutting the trees 
back near Osborne Park, and some of his customers said the same thing, they could see.  
Mr. Tyree proceeded and said, the stop sign that is in front of his shop, he sees 20 to 30 people a day run 
the stop sign. He also shared with Mr. Stephens the stop sign is blocked by trees. He wanted to know if 
there was any way, like at colleges, for a flashing stop sign. He does not know if it is an option, but he 
thinks it will help cut down with that issue. 
 
Council Member Joe Turner asked from which direction they were traveling. Mr. Tyree said from Euharlee 
Road to Covered Bridge Road. He does know the police cannot be there all the time, but he is aware of 
them trying. He shared Mr. Stephens mentioning some rumble strip which is a good alternative as well. If 
they use that, could they repave that road because it already has bumps anyway and slows people down. 
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Mr. Tyree and Mr. Stephens talked about signage at Osborne Park. At every boat ramp they have stands 
that encourage people to take life jackets with them, and they provide them for all their customers. He 
also talked with Keep Bartow Beautiful, and they would be willing to help and find out a way to get them 
sponsored. He did not mind helping to get the signs to help people stay safe on the river.  

Mr. Tyree shared how busy he had been. He put almost 4,000 people on the water in two months. It has 
been very busy, and a great year for them. He did not expect it to be that busy, but happy that it is. He 
said thank you to the city for allowing them to have the business in the city and the support. He loves the 
city and wants to keep everyone safe; trying to cut down issues at the stop sign so no one will get hurt. 
 

Mr. Tyree mentioned the entrance way to his shop, that also shares the Old Library and the Covered 
Bridge store, which has a deep dip. When some cars pull in, you can see the whole car rock and one back 
wheel will come off the ground. He said his trailers are eating it up because they are so deep. The trailers 
are scraping, and it is going to get worse. He did not know if it would be on his landlord or something they 
can all work together on. City Manager James Stephens asked if he was referring to the entrance on 
Covered Bridge Road or Five Forks Road and he said Covered Bridge Road, between his business and the 
bakery.  
 
Mr. Tyree said thank you to the city for addressing the bathrooms at Osborne Park. He did notice the 
vandalism Mr. Stephens talked about. Mr. Stephens said they put a schedule in place to help them 
pinpoint, except on the weekend, and asked if he could help on the weekends. They are working to 
improve the situation. Mr. Tyree said they are using the restrooms and checking on the weekend. If there 
is an issue, he usually will have one of his staff to clean it, send Mr. Stephens a text of what they are doing, 
and what timeframe it happened. 
 
Council Member Joe Turner asked about a camera. Mr. Stephens said they thought about a trail camera, 
but he was not comfortable with a camera inside the bathrooms. Mr. Turner said he was not referring to 
inside, but on the front door. Mr. Stephens stated they provided Mr. Tyree with a key, because they are 
sometimes locked accidently or if there is a problem. Mr. Tyree said he could text him with issues at the 
restrooms and stated if the city needs anything they can always call him. 
 
Mayor Craig Guyton reviewed three things that were mentioned. The signage is a no brainer, they will 
take care of that. The stop sign, they will look at other options and ask the Chief to ramp up patrol to stop 
one or two, the word gets around quick. They can also look at different types of stop signs. The third thing 
with the hole, the city will look to see if they can get that fixed. They are all very appropriate for them to 
investigate and handle. 
 
Council Member David Duncan said he did not know there was a problem with the signage and Bartow 
County provides the life jackets. He lives off Dobson behind the boat ramp, everyone they supply is being 
used. Mr. Stephens said he was referring to Osborne Park for the signage.  
 
Council Member Tim Abbott said, Mr. Tyree was a good partner bringing things to their attention and 
thanked Mr. Stephens for meeting with Mr. Tyree. Council Member Abbott said he could talk all day, but 
knew Mr. Stephens was needed to get things done. 
 
HPC Member - Katie Gobbi 
Museum Director, Katie Gobbi provided the council with a copy of the application for the fifth and final 
vacancy for the Historic Preservation Commission. The applicant is Melissa Moore. At the most recent 
meeting, the commission reviewed and accepted to pass down recommendations to appoint her to the 
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commission. Ms. Moore is a schoolteacher, teaching AP world history, art history and has been a 
dedicated volunteer the past few years. She is a Euharlee resident. 
 
Mayor Craig Guyton asked, if she was filling a current vacancy and how many years were left on the term. 
Ms. Gobbi said, it is a full three-year term because the commission went from three members to five 
members, and it would be filling the fifth spot. She shared that commission member Steve Zuber was 
present at the current meeting. Ms. Miller did share that she would not be able to attend all the meetings, 
but excited to serve on the commission. 
 
Council Member Joe Turner asked Ms. Gobbi her recommendation. Ms. Gobbi stated the commission is 
excited to have someone to fill the position, eager to serve, and she has the right credentials and 
experience. 
 
Council Member Tim Abbott stated in transparency, he supported Ms. Moore which is a friend of his. She 
loves history and always likes to comment, so he suggested she get involved. He said to Mr. Zuber, she 
will be a great member and hopes he will feel the same way. 
 
Mayor Craig Guyton said in transparency as well, he is good friends with Ms. Moore as well. She and her 
husband have been in the city for a while, and he attends church with them. She will be phenomenal.  
 
Council Member Greg Free motioned to accept the recommendation for the appointment to the Historic 
Preservation Commission. Council Member David Duncan seconded the motion. The motion carried with 
all voting in favor. 
 

City Manager’s Report – James Stephens 
City Manager James Stephens, said in follow-up with an email he submitted to council, the attorney is 
reviewing the bid documents for Frankie Harris Park. There are no plans currently. The attorney is 
reviewing for any edits that are needed from his guidance to protect the city.  
Also, the survey work is underway for the Osborne Park Master Plan, and both plans are a little ahead 
schedule. Frankie Harris will not break ground until after the POW WOW and the Fall Festival.  
 
The Farmer’s Market is halfway through the season. There were a few vendors not able to be present at 
the event on that Tuesday. Next year they will forgo the week of July 4th from a learning experience. So 
far well received by the citizens, and look for it to continue to be successful, bigger and better. 
 
Mr. Stephens provided council with documentation for general fund summary year-to-date through the 
end of May 2022. The 2022 budget was a zero balance and using no funds from the accumulated fund 
balance. Most are aware that 20% of the revenue does not come in until October 15th. Consequently, 
during that time of the year they budget and spend more than they take in. Through the end of May they 
have a favorable revenue variance collected of $8,942 more than they have budgeted during that period. 
On the expenditures, they were budgeted to spend $905,083, and have only spent $897,015 with a 
favorable variance on expenditures of $8,000, which indicates a year-to -date favorable variance of 
$17,000. They have used more than brought in but budgeted and used $17,000 less of fund balance year- 
to-date, and what they anticipated.  
There are a couple of departments over budgeted year-to-date; administrative over budgeted by $9,615 
and the largest part is related to liability insurance but anticipate equaling that out, and not require a 
budget amendment. The recreation line item shows over budget by $31,395 with $20,000 related to the 
disc golf that they will receive reimbursement for. It is over by only $10,000 because it also included 
updated signage throughout the park that he had spoken about. The $17,000 variance in 5-months is 
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close, and he anticipates increasing the fund balance by a small amount. He appreciated the way it was 
going and opened the floor for questions. He said, he would be glad to spend time with them to look at 
detailed items. 
 
Council Member Joe Turner asked about the survey for Osborne Park that is in process, and if it included 
the asphalt in the middle of the park for the food trucks. He stated the kids cannot play on asphalt. 
Mr. Stephens stated at this time they are tying down the corner points of what the city owns, verses what 
the lodge owns, verses what the school owns. Once, it is completed they will schedule an appointment 
with the full council to talk about the specific amenities of the park. 
Council Member Turner commented saying Food Truck Friday only meet once a month, and the kids play 
in the park every day.  
 
Glenmore Annexation – Council Member Joe Turner 

Council Member Joe Turner stated, they recently managed to get Westminster annexed into the city. He 
believes the next one they should try and work on is Glenmore subdivision. He is hoping the council will 
go along and allow Mr. Stephens to start the process like he did with Westminster. He said, it would tie 
into Amberwood and the whole section would be in the city. Council Member David Duncan said there 
are three houses already in the city in Glenmore. 
Council Member Turner said the city limit sign is no more than one hundred yards from the entrance. He 
is asking if the council would agree to allow Mr. Stephens to start looking into it.  
 
Council Member Tim Abbott asked if Glenmore was an established subdivision. Council Member Duncan 
and Council Member Turner said yes.  
 
Council Member Greg Free asked what the different scenarios with Glenmore and Westminster would be. 
City Manager, James Stephens said Westminster, based on the population for the 2010 census, increased 
the city’s population by more than 3%. The state code requires that annexation by more than 3%, must 
go before the state legislature. There are three ways a city can conduct an annexation. He said, Mayor 
Guyton just completed a class, and may know more ways. One way a city can conduct an annexation is 
100% of the property owners signing a petition, 90% or 80% with a few technicalities you must do if not 
100%, and if it exceeds 3% of your population, there must be an act introduced to the state legislature by 
the local or state representative. He said it does make sense, and it was discussed prior to him being hired, 
for both Westminster and Glenmore.  
 
Council Member Turner stated he did not think it was enough people in Glenmore to make the 3%, and it 
may not be a feasible idea. Mr. Stephens said it may be, and they could send a correspondence out to 
determine how many rent verses property owners. A lot of renters do not respond to correspondences, 
historically, which caused it to fall off. He does not think it would have to go to a referendum of the citizens 
but must go to the state legislature. If they all agree, and the county agrees it is not prohibited. Sometimes, 
they prefer to do so on the first year of a two-year session. 
 

Council Member Greg Free asked how many houses are in that subdivision. He knows where it is, but he 
had never driven though. Council Member Duncan stated 50 to 75 if not more. Mr. Stephens said, it was 
half the size of Westminster. 
 
Mayor Craig Guyton said there are five ways a city can annex property. The only one that will apply to this 

assuming they do not get a 100% of the people, is a 60/60 plan which is 60% of the homeowners would 

have to be in favor. 
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Council Member Turner said it would take an act of Congress because so many are renters. He also shared, 
back in the late 1970’s when they designed the city limits of Euharlee, the state made a mistake on one 
of the land lots. That is why the city limits is on a centerline of Euharlee Road but was supposed to go 
across the field. The property on McCormick that is in the city, he would also think, it would be to the 
city’s advantage if they straightened and made it consistent the city limits round. The city limits were 
supposed to be a circle. He would like to ask Mr. Stephens to find out how or if they could straighten up 
the city limits.  
Mayor Guyton stated the only way to do that is through annexation with property owners’ agreement. 
Council Member Turner said he was aware of that but was hoping something had changed over the years 
and would give them a chance to correct. 
Mayor Guyton said Mr. Stephens can contact the property owners. There are not that many in there. 
Council Member Turner said people cannot speed on one side of the road and can on the other, and the 
police cannot legally do anything about it. They need to straighten it all up. 
 
Mr. Stephens said he would contact the property owners. Mayor Guyton stated he would welcome their 
input. Several own the same property which would be 100% and with 100%, if he read it correctly, you do 
not have to have the county’s approval.  
 
Council Member Free said annexation can be a good thing. He took the class back in the summer virtually. 
One thing he learned and applies to them in the future, what Council Member Turner said does make 
sense. The properties on the boundaries and how to include them, which the mayor has already shared; 
to make annexation to make sense to a lot of people he learned in that detailed class, people want to see 
the benefits and what type of services the city offers to the citizens. There question would be, why do we 
want to do this. Obviously, they have zero tax, so it is obviously not a tax revenue, but it could be in the 
future. It will be a good discussion to have as a council and discuss these things and what are the city’s 
plans in the future as you add these people and developments on Euharlee Road that will potentially bring 
hundreds of people to the front door and how does it impact the city. 
 
Council Member Turner said he does not believe in spot annexation. Its not feasible and not healthy for 
the police department. 
 
Public Comments 
Resident, John Winnenberg of Euharlee commended the city on the re-surfaced courts, the disc golf and 
the pruning at Joe Cowan Park. He stated it looks nice, and as a citizen, thank you. 
 
Resident Steve Gray asked if there was a diagram for the disc golf course. Council Member Greg Free 
said there is a Facebook page called Edge Golf with pictures of the general layout with a map. It is also 
one hanging on the tennis court fence. Mayor Craig Guyton stated there will be signage eventually, 
similar to what you would see at a golf course. Mayor Guyton and Council Member Free mentioned an 
app called U-disk which will show the layout. Council Member Tim Abbott stated Euharlee would have 
to be added to the app. He shared the disc golf was a good addition. Mr. Roberts did Euharlee a good 
favor with the great addition. Mr. Stephens stated he played with his nephew who had the app, and it 
was definitely needed. 
 
Council Member David Duncan motioned to adjourn the meeting. Council Member Greg Free seconded 
the motion. The motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
With no further discussion the meeting adjourned at 7:41 pm. 
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CITY OF EUHARLEE 
CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION MINUTES 

JULY 19, 2022 
 
Mayor Craig Guyton called the meeting to order, led prayer, followed with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The following were present: Mayor Craig Guyton, Council Members Tim Abbott, Greg Free, David Duncan 
and Joe Turner. City Manager James Stephens was not present. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Community Development Director, Katie Gobbi shared an update on the events the city has in progress, 
and on tap for the Farmers Market, Food Truck Friday, and Euharlee Fall Festival. 
 
Farmers Market Update – Katie Gobbi  
Ms. Lucas did a wonderful job of getting the vendors and getting the market going. They have sixteen 
vendors signed up and average around twelve per event. The one for that day was cancelled due to 
weather and the vendors were appreciative. Some vendors have other commitments one week a month 
and number fluctuate for that reason. It has been a dry season, despite what the weather did today, so 
some farmers are just now getting produce out and excited to sell. They have seen some new vendors the 
last couple of weeks. The attendance is steady and growing. WBHF covered the market a few weeks ago 
and The Daily Tribune News will have features coming soon about the market as well. They are excited 
about the buzz that is being created for some increased participation. There are seven remaining events 
through September 6th. They have a lot to reflect on to see how they continue to grow, and they really 
have some great idea. 
 
Council Member Tim Abbott shared that has not been able to attend but whatever is needed from the 
council to make things better do not hesitate not to tell them. 
 
Food Truck Friday- Katie Gobbi 
The city had four events this year and the very first one in April, it sleeted during the event which is difficult 
for an outdoor event. Next year they can review April and make it a little more reliable for that month. 
Sometimes it is gorgeous and beautiful and sometimes 40 degrees. The turn out has been great except 
for April and the cold weather. They are averaging nine vendors and many selling out. If they could 
remember the first season they had two vendors, and to see it grow over the last eight years is exciting. 
They have two events remaining and in September they will try something new with three performers 
with different types of music including some young groups and Joel Bridges. This is his third time 
performing this year and he is appreciated. 
 
Council Member David Duncan asked who was performing next month. Ms. Gobbi said Scott Warren and 
Friends out of Rome, Georgia. 
 
Euharlee Fall Festival – Katie Gobbi 
The Euharlee Fall Festival will be held on October 8, 2022. They just opened applications a few weeks ago 
and they are much further ahead this year than last year and had a very successful event. The event will 
be from 10 am – 5 pm in Frankie Harris Park. They have two different sponsor levels; Supporting Sponsor 
at $350 and the Friend of the Festival at $150 with six sponsors signed up. Euharlee Outfitters signed up 
today and is a sponsor for the first time. Last year there were eleven sponsors in total, so they are ahead 
of the game. They have three types of vendors, Arts and Craft- $40, Direct Sales - $60 and Food Vendors 
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for $75. Last year there were seventy-two vendors total and thirty-two signed up so far. They are working 
with local groups and artist to fill out the stage performances. 
 
Mayor Guyton asked if the seventy-two vendors was from last year. Ms. Gobbi said yes. He asked if the 
number grows do they have plenty of space. Ms. Gobbi said last year they had a few less vendors than 
from 2019. They can accommodate up to 90 to 99 spots based on the configuration they had in the past. 
Ms. Gobbi shared that some of the thirty-two vendors are double spots which is about forty-five. Some 
food trucks will be a little bit bigger, and they are planning to put them in some of the camping sites 
because they are made for that size of vehicle. They are still working with it but thinks it will be safe to do 
so. 
 
Council Member Tim Abbott commented about the Food Truck Friday in April and commended the staff 
for getting the fire rings out. It was not attended well because it was cold. They know sometimes its about 
marketing. One of the attendees that night was so impressed that they continued at the event, and the 
fire rings created a fun atmosphere. The gentleman stated this is the kind is the city he wanted to live in. 
Weather does matter but thank you to the staff. If it is chilly, they can market as a fun event. 
 
Council Member Greg Free said the gentleman and his father-in-law approached them and they were 
really impressed that the city had that event and thought of everything. They were impressed that people 
showed up. They have lived in Euharlee for a year. The gentleman was at the last Food Truck Friday and 
was still raving about the event.  
 
Chief of Police, Jody Matthews shared information on the Citizens’ Police Academy, Traffic Safety 
Network, Speed Enforcement Camera update, Euharlee Police state certification and Euharlee police 
depart new hire. 
 
Citizen’s Police Academy – Jody Matthews 
The Euharlee Police Academy will start August 4, 2022, and will run through October 6, 2022, meeting on 
each Thursday. He has three people signed up and would like to get at least five with a maximum for 
fifteen people. 
 
Mayor Craig Guyton asked how many participated last time and Chief Matthews said eleven. Mayor 
Guyton suggested an added testament from one of the previous graduates, and why it was beneficial to 
be a part of the program. Chief Matthews said he re-posted it and two of the graduates stated they wanted 
to do it again. Maybe, they will get a couple more and keep it going. It is a very interesting class with a lot 
of positive feedback. 
 
Traffic Safety Network – Jody Matthews 
The traffic safety network is a state highway safety network with sixteen traffic networks over all the 
counties in Georgia. Euharlee falls under the mountain area traffic enforcement network. Each month, 
voluntarily an agency will host a meeting. Some agencies will do it more than one month. Euharlee host 
once a year and will host it the upcoming Thursday. They are expecting about fifty officers from multiple 
agencies. They have catered food and will be held at Euharlee Baptist Church. It is a time for comradery, 
and they discuss cases agencies have going on, and one hour of training from a certified speaker. They will 
have a safety check point that immediately after the training. 
 
Council Member Joe Turner asked if they were going to have traffic stops or roadblocks. Council Member 
David Duncan said they are called safety checks not roadblocks. Chief Matthews said yes, formally called 
roadblocks, but are safety checks. 
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Speed Enforcement Camera Update – Jody Matthews 
In February 2021, the first study resulted in a 5-day count 15,724 motorist went through the school zone 
and 3,235 were speeding eleven miles over the speed limit. They went through a public education stage 
through social media, radio interview and flyers that went out to the schools in October. Another 5-day 
study was conducted, and the number went down by 3% to 15,391 and that was a significant decrease. 
The speeding number went down to 467 which was 86%. In November they did a thirty-day warning and 
announced on social media. Individuals speeding did receive a warning notice in the mail. Before starting, 
the traffic count went up 10% to 16,992, but had another 8% decrease of 181 speeders in the 5-day period. 
From the beginning through the warning phase, they had a decrease of 94% of speeding infractions. He 
provided council with a spreadsheet with the numbers for each month. The numbers from the warnings 
went from five hundred warning citations to 146 citations in May 2022. They have seen a very large 
decrease in speeding infractions. They will start back up when school starts and hopefully will continue to 
see the decrease in speeding infractions; ultimately to zero is the goal. 
 
Mayor Craig Guyton asked if they would put out information on social media as school begins to remind 
everybody. Chief Matthews said starting in August they will do another 30-day warning period to try to 
make people get acclimated that the school cameras are there. 
 
Council Member David Duncan asked about the period between when the school day begins and when 
the school lets out for the day. How many were issued during that period. Mayor Guyton said they do not 
show the break down for the number during that period but asked Chief Matthews if he could get that 
number. Chief Matthews said yes, however there was a big decrease during that time and most of the 
citations are during the 25-mile speed zone. 
 
State Certification - Jody Matthews 
Chief Matthews provided council with a document explaining details to what a state certification includes. 
He said it was a very lengthy process and they have been working diligently to accomplish. They will have 
the on-site assessment on August 24-25, 2022. What was not included on the document was the mock 
assessment they had where two people came from different agencies and went through what the 
complete audit would look like for them. They made recommendations on things they could improve and 
the improvements were made. There was a second mock and gave them the okay to move forward.  
 
The assessment will be a full audit. They will go through all the policies and procedures on-site. They will 
look at the facilities, will go to Bartow 911 and check the relationships between the two and even look at 
their policies. It is a very lengthy process. He pointed out there are 628 law enforcement agencies in the 
state of Georgia with only 135 agencies that are state certified. 
 
Council Member Joe Turner said many years ago the city was certified, and he does not remember who it 
was under. He wanted to know if Chief Matthews knew what happened. Chief Matthews stated you must 
re-certify every three-years. Every year in that 3-year period, you must show you are following the policies 
and procedures. They must submit reports that shows they are following the policies. He is not certain, 
but he has seen some of the paperwork that GACP, the accreditation program, sent that were not being 
done and never fixed. Council Member Turner said it could have been between one chief to another chief.  
 
Chief Matthews stated when he first came, if they could remember, he revamped all the policies that had 
already been through a state certification process, and they have made in their department. He was very 
confident with their policies and procedures. He said the hard part was keeping the certification and 
someone uploading the information that you are following your procedure. Chief Matthews said he 
wanted them to know where they were with the certification knowing many of them have wanted it for 
quite some time. 
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Council Member Greg Free asked if there were any other municipalities certified in Bartow County and 
Chief Matthews said the city of Cartersville was the only one. 
 
Mayor Craig Guyton said assuming they pass the on-site assessment, the two following committee is that 
review before the award, if he had any indication on how long that takes. Are they two months away or a 
year away? Chief Matthews said not a year, but the auditors are going somewhere all the time, so he did 
not know. They were ready to do this in July, but August was the earliest they could get to them. 
 
Euharlee Police Department New Hire - Jody Matthews 
The department has one new part-time officer Grady Bagley with 30-years of law enforcement from 
Powder Springs and served with Chief Matthews. He retired and is a certified nurse and paramedic for 
EMS. Officer Bagley contacted Chief Matthews wanting to get back into law enforcement part time.  
 
He recently hired a full-time officer, Ryan Morrow, an Adairsville native. He will start next Thursday. Mayor 
Guyton asked if he has completed all his certification and Chief Matthews said yes. Council Member 
Duncan asked how long he had served. Mayor Guyton said this would be his first position and he put 
himself through the academy.  
 
Council Member Tim Abbott asked Chief Matthews he had what he needed to move forward with the 
state certification. He does not see him that often to ask if there is anything he needs for support. Chief 
Matthews said he has done a lot to try and maneuver the department around. He hired a part time 
evidence custodian that handle the evidence for the state certification and very familiar with state 
certification. He also hired a part-time officer that is specifically doing training; his name is Mike Bettikofer, 
former for Cartersville Captain. He is very good, and fortunate to have him on board. 
 
There were no public comments.  
 
With no further discussion the meeting adjourned at 7:25 pm. 
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CITY OF EUHARLEE 
CALLED CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION MINUTES 

AUGUST 2, 2022 
 
Mayor Craig Guyton called the meeting to order, City Manager James Stephens led prayer, followed with 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The following were present: Mayor Craig Guyton, Council Members Tim Abbott, Greg Free, David 
Duncan, Joe Turner, and City Manager James Stephens. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Millage Rate Discussion – James Stephens 
City Manager James Stephens stated the document presented was the current minimum fund balance 
policy that was adopted as part of the 2018 budget and millage rate processed in 2018 provided in 
consideration of the topic for the evening. It states they strive to obtain a minimum of 4-months of fund 
balance based on annual expenditures for the city. It also states if it exceeds 6-months, they will roll 
back to zero. Again, it was adopted in conjunction with the 2018 budget.  
Based on the numbers Mr. Hatch will present this evening, the audited cumulated fund balance 
calculates to 5.74 months at the end of 2021. They are out of the area where they stay at zero. He 
pointed out with the LOST distribution negotiation they have the potential based on current positions 
that the LOST revenue could go down in 2023 around $100,000 - $110,000 related to the current 
discussions. However, the LOST revenue totals collected are 16% higher, and 10% higher than what was 
built into the current budget. He pointed out give and take, they are at 5.74 months of fund balance and 
some council realize at one point they were at 3-months. They have made progress, but when he 
received the tax digest information, he sent out to council for their consideration. They are heavy on 
LOST; one form of revenue exceeds 50% which is a financial health indicator. He used his health as an 
example. He had issues that needed to be adjusted but was not dying. He stated as a staff member he 
prepares information for them, they have the power to tax, and was glad to address any questions. He 
stated he had available what a mill would cost on various home values if they were interested. He said if 
they are going to reinstitute a millage rate, he will need to know that evening for the advertisement to 
comply with the legal requirements. He reminded them they would be opening twenty-five camp sites 
in the spring in Frankie Harris Park that should generate a substantial amount of revenue. 
 
Council Member Greg Free asked if the 6-months standard across the board for a city their size or is that 

a number they set in place. 

Mr. Stephens said, the 6-months is from best governmental practices, but 6-months for a government 

the city size gives leeway, opposed to 6-months for a city the size of Cartersville. Before they initiated 

the first millage rate at that time, they were just below 4-months, and when the policy was enacted, 

they were striving to get the 4-months. There are arguments to be made, if you have a million dollars in 

the bank, do you want to take 684,000 out of citizen’s pockets. Even though 6-months is good 

governmental practices, as small as they are he said he would sleep better if he had more than 6-

months, but they have the authority to tax and the phone that people will call.  

Council Member Free said he assumed the 6-months was depending heavily on LOST funds and asked 

what percentage drives the 6-months, it is a big chunk.  
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Mayor Craig Guyton said he was on the council at that time and the 6-months was an arbitrary number, 

wanting to make sure they had some cushion, and being fiscally conservative not wanting to have a 

millage rate if they had the 6-months. It has everything to do with LOST, it has everything to do with 

what you have in your budget. 

Council Member David Duncan asked the tax amount they would gain including Westminster. It had not 
been included before this year.  
Mr. Stephens said the impact on the total tax levy at the time they were calculating to ask the state 
legislator to consider the referendum to annex them, it was about a $10,000 on the total tax levy which 
two mills was close to $150,000. If it would have happened in 2018, it would have been $160,000. 
Mayor Guyton asked the amount of 1 mill of tax in Euharlee, including Westminster minus the 
exemptions. Mr. Stephens said it has grown from $82,000 in 2019 to $137,000 based on current tax 
digest. 
 
Council Member Joe Turner asked what had happened that they think they are going to lose money with 
the percentage drop.  
Mr. Stephens stated, he may recall when they were trying to decide to invest in the sewer project, the 
state code addressed how local governments distributes local option sales tax, and the law changed in 
2016 or 2017. It changed from population by city and county and increased it to eight different criteria. 
Based on the change and the city's limited revenue stream, was why he strongly was a proponent of 
bringing the sewer downtown and they do see development coming, but it is the change in the law. 
 
Council Member Turner said he remembers the change in the law, but with the way the laws are written 
out, is there anything they can do or change. 
Mr. Stephens said he thinks when the campground is completed, it will generate at least $137,000 
annually. There are other services they could consider bringing in-house. He considered once composing 
a solid waste collection as a service and calculated an amount that would have been a decrease for 
taxpayers that were already paying somebody, and it would generate revenue for the city. The room 
was full, and the people preferred a tax, and it continues to be something to consider. He said, diverse 
revenue streams would help them. The tax is renegotiated every 10 years and they have time between 
now and 2030 to have more strength in the various eight criteria. Population and current debt services 
are the city’s two strongest factors, and strongest arguments. He assured them that Mayor Guyton had 
represented Euharlee extremely effectively in the negotiations. 
 
Council Member Tim Abbott stated his number one concern is always the safety of the Euharlee citizens. 
He said the police department does a good job. The police officers, cars, training does not come without 
a cost. He said thank to Chief Matthews for doing such a good job. He hates to see buildings they own as 
a city, sitting with no occupation generating nothing. They need to go away or update them and use 
them. You can google the open windows theory and see how unused buildings impact a city. He stated it 
was not toward the city manager. They need to address the buildings they have, and it will not happen 
until they update them and make decisions about what they are going to do. He is learning, and to learn 
that the budget is 73% of LOST funds and that bothers him. He was saying those things in consideration 
of things they have to do. They still have investments in Joe Cowan Park for years to come and it does 
not come without cost, and it also serves the citizens. It is their job as a council to keep an eye on those 
things. He said he will end where he started, he does not ever want the time to come in their city where 
they cannot take care of the police department. He shared his thoughts on revenue streams, the millage 
rate and what could happen with LOST in the next 10 years. It is their job not to look near sighted, but to 
look 10 to 20 years down the road, if he is sitting there or not, but setting the city up for success. 
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Council Member Free said he runs a business on a day-to-day basis where he has to look at the budget, 
and he does it as he would his own home. He wants to do well and have money today, but also five 
years from now. He wants to keep putting his feet forward to have a good financial footage to be able to 
withstand some of the storms. He thinks Euharlee has done well in times of uncertainty and has 
weathered the storm with keeping things on track when it might not have looked good. He is not a huge 
fan of taxes, but he is a realist that you must have money to operate. As the city continues to grow, 
revenue streams, not just one, are particularly important, and will require thinking outside the box like 
campgrounds and other things to attract small businesses that will in turn generate revenue. It will not 
be the revenue like from other cities; they are trying to be the best Euharlee. This is where the 
discussions need to start, and how do they set things up now for the city to be successful, instead of 
waiting 5 to 10 years from now scrambling to make some tough decisions because they did not prepare 
as well as they could have. He said to Council Member Turner’s point, he guesses people do not want 
you fooling with their trash, but he would rather pay for trash than a tax. He still thinks it is a good way 
to create revenue. You have fifteen different trash companies in and out during the week tearing up the 
roads and he lives where they tear up the roads. It will be a good discussion to generate revenue and to 
set the city up for continued success. 
 
Council Member Turner added he did not think they needed to increase a millage rate if they can control 
the spending they are doing now. He stated the funding received could be used for expenditures from 
the general fund and save general fund revenue. He was referring to Osborne Park. The federal 
government stated they could spend the money as they wanted, relaxed the requirements. Paving the 
streets and streetlights all come out of the general fund. You could do all that maintenance and 
infrastructure and save money out of the city funds and not consider taxes. 
 
Council Member Free referred to Council Member Abbott’s statements about unused city buildings and 
Osborne Park is a highly unused park for its size. It has been proven that Osborne Park is number one on 
the target list for unutilized. If they keep it as is and keep spending money on something that is not 
being used in its full capacity. The council agreed to use the funds on Joe Cowan Park, if Osborne Park is 
so great, why Joe Cowan Park? He loves Joe Cowan Park, but if Osborne Park was such a great park and 
met their needs, why build Joe Cowan Park. It does not make sense. It has been discussed in favor that 
Osborne Park needs reconditioning to make it more of a draw for people in the city and it comes with a 
price, but it will bring people to the city and for citizens to enjoy. Eventually, that pot of money will go 
dry, and you will have to have money to continue. The roads and infrastructure are not a one-time fix 
you have to have continuous revenue to do so and that is where they have to really prepare. 
 
Council Member Turner shared the number of cars that visit for the kayak business are not from here 
and they get in their cars and go home, and it does not benefit the city. The council all agreed that is a 
good thing and the gas stations and restaurants would feel different about that comment. 
 
Mayor Guyton said that the discussion was about the millage rate and not about the park at that 
particular time. 
 
Council Member Turner said if the money were used more wisely, they would not have to consider a 
tax. 
Mayor Guyton said if every dollar of the rescue funds on paving, streetlights, and whatever else in the 
budget, they would still have to have the same discussion right now. It is not being unwise it is being 
prudent. He stated, the council needs to decide today, if they are interested in adding a millage rate this 
year, they have to decide for the city manager to have proper notifications for advertisement. In order 
to do that, the council would have to change the current policy and give Mr. Stephens the go ahead to 
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advertise. The 2018 policy would have to be ended or amended. To a dollar figure or a month figure. Mr. 
Stephens recommended not to totally end he policy. 
 
Council Member Duncan said when they ended the tax, he said he was not in favor of getting rid of it or 
rolling it back, because he did not want to go back and forth. If they vote it back in, as long as he is on 
the council, he will not vote to remove it again. He has one more year on his current term, he will run for 
another term, but he will not vote to roll it back again if they implement it this time. 
 
Mayor Guyton said the policy will determine if it rolls back to zero. If the city had twenty-five million in 
the bank, and they spent two million per year, you would not want a tax and that is the purpose of the 
policy. He said but the heart Council Member Duncan spoke from he heard him completely. 
 
Council Member Free asked how many municipalities in the county do not have a millage rate. Mr. 
Stephens said they all have a millage rate. Mayor Guyton said, he was not sure about Kingston, but he 
was almost sure White did not. It is extremely rare to live in a city that does not have a millage rate. In 
the mayor’s meetings the looks he receives when he says his city does not have a millage rate. Of 
course, this council has been proud to be able to operate inside it is means and not having to do that, 
however, there are things that have to be done. He was honest to say and gave his opinion. It is late in 
the year, it needs to be advertised and the in fact not, " needed", for the budget this year, he would be 
more apt not to make any changes now, but they do have time to do the advertisements and public 
hearings if the council deems necessary. He said, next year they will probably not have a choice. 
However, they need to decide if they are strongly considering it for advertisement. 
 
Council Member Duncan asked Mr. Stephens what percentage he recommended. 
Mr. Stephens shared the digest has grown and one mill would generate up to $137,000. If they want to 
extend services, if they want to make Joe Cowan Park pristine, which he was for and not against he 
considers that an increase of service. A millage rate increase would help them provide that; it would 
help them to keep the area to the creek more pristinely kept and to him those are increases in services. 
So, if the council would prefer increase in services, he would recommend if they went through the 
process not to do it less than 1 mill of tax. If they go through the process, he might not go less than 2 as 
they did years ago. 
 
Council Member Turner stated he agreed with Mayor Guyton, but for different reason. He could not 
vote for a millage rate with them spending that kind of money. Mayor Guyton said to Council Member 
Turner, but at the same time he did acknowledge they are not spending that money out of the general 
fund. 
 
Mayor Guyton explained, if there are three people on the council that would like a millage increase, they 
could tell Mr. Stephens to advertise. He said, he would like for them to vote that evening at the city 
council meeting to update the policy in some way.  
Mr. Stephens said he wanted to point out, if they advertise a millage rate, the maximum they impose is 
the advertised rate. Mayor Guyton said they will take a vote tonight to tell him what to advertise in the 
regular meeting. 
 
Environmental Overlay – James Stephens 
City Manager James Stephens said in 2007 the city council amended the planning and zoning ordinance 
and map to include an environmental overlay. There are two tracts that are covered by environmental 
overlay. He identified the areas on the map. The environmental overlay states that any development in 
either of those tracts has a minimum of 40% of green space. There is a developer considering a 
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development on Milam Bridge Road which is one of the tracts. They had a conversation with him about 
applying for a variance pertinent to that overlay. Professionally, he believes if you have an ordinance, it 
may not be equitable, outdated, or old, it is sometimes better to change your ordinance than to give a 
variance which it is why it is on a work session agenda. The city and the state have stream buffers to 
protect the river. If they want to consider lifting the environmental overlay, they have other regulations 
in place to protect the river. He is not saying they need to do that, but saying he believed it would be 
better government to lift the overlay than to grant a variance against it on such a substantial piece of 
property. He cannot tell them why the city put that in place in 2007, and if it were a trend being pushed 
by Georgia and the federal government. He is not saying it was not good government at that time, he is 
not saying it is not good government now, but he is telling them the developer could go through the 
court system and get a variance with or without their permission and would be a long-drawn-out 
process if it is not equitable in the first place, it would just be easier to remove the overlay. This is for 
consideration and does not need any action at that time. He welcomed comments. 
 
Council Member Joe Turner mistakenly thought they were referring to the Euharlee Corridor Overlay.  
 
Council Member David Duncan asked is that where they started building those houses and stopped. Mr. 
Stephens said that is indeed one of the properties. They have not sold any lots, and no new houses 
under construction. It was rezoned as RE-1 which requires a minimum of lot size of three acres. In 
addition to that, the 40% green space requirement by the environmental overlay makes it challenging 
for the development. He is making the recommendation on professional standards and there are very 
few times he thinks a variance should be needed and approved and this one of them. The council may 
not approve a variance, but they may get it from a court. 
 
Council Member Tim Abbott said, the environmental overlay does not apply to every parcel of land. Mr. 
Stephens said no sir. Council Member Abbott said so there was a situation in 2007 where they approved 
a 40% environmental overlay. He said he was seeking to understand. 
Mayor Guyton said they will eventually ask the council to rezone from RE-1 to R1 so they can do smaller 
sizes and more houses. Mr. Stephens said, and that is because of the development of the sewer system, 
and it would be a return on investment. 
 
Mayor Guyton stated he agreed with the city manager. If the council wants to keep the environmental 
overlay on the property, they should not approve a variance. It is either a good policy or it is not and not 
a good policy for this particular reason. He would be in favor of keeping it as is, or eliminating the 
environmental overlay, more so than granting a variance. 
Council Member Abbott said it would be difficult to make a decision not knowing anything about the 
property and he was glad it was a work session, and he has a chance to be educated. 
 
Council Member Joe Turner said if he remembered right, the 40% green space was a big part of the 
conversation back then. Mayor Guyton said if he remembers correctly the same developer asked them 
to do it and now the same developer is asking for a variance. Mr. Stephens stated there was not any 
sewer in 2007 and there is now. He said, if questions come to mind do not wait until the next meeting so 
it would give him time to research. 
 
Mayor Guyton asked if they formerly requested a variance. Mr. Stephens said yes, and they withdrew it 
and now will submit a rezoning application where Etowah Bend is currently gated. They do know that he 
was having the conversation with the council. Mayor Guyton stated this will be something they have as 
a discussion later. 
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Public Comments 
Steve Gray brought to the council's attention of a luxury RV park coming to Cartersville with 252 sites 
with camping and even a waterslide. He asked, if they are spending money in the city and are they 
competitive with the luxury RV sites that are coming. 
 
Council Member Abbott said it will be in Emerson and that was good question but does not think they 
will have to compete. People will like the outdoor experience and the quiet Euharlee can offer. They 
have the river to kayak, and he finds that delightful. 
 
Council Member Greg Free explained it would be more like a state park and more affordable. However, 
you will pay per tier, and everybody will not be able to afford it. It will book, and so will the city's 
because people will not pay that. It is like a one time of year thing because you will pay hotel prices. 
They are including cottages on the property and other streams other than campers. It will be nice, but 
he does not think it will impact the city. As a camper, he would stay there one time, but other time at 
state parks because he knows what to expect. 
 
With no further discussion the meeting was adjourned at 7:45 pm. 
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CITY OF EUHARLEE 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
AUGUST 2, 2022 

 
Mayor Craig Guyton opened the meeting immediately following the 7:00 pm Called City Council Work 

Session. 

Council Member David Duncan motioned to amend the agenda to add the discussion of the millage rate. 

Council Member Abbott seconded the motion. The motioned carried with all voting in favor. 

Approval of Minutes 
Council Member Greg Free motioned to approve the minutes for Council Meeting, July 5, 2022, and 
Work Session July 19, 2022. Council Member David Duncan seconded the motion. The motioned carried 
with all voting in favor. 
 

2021 Audit Presentation – Christian Hatch, Williamson & Co. CPAs 

On behalf of Williamson, CPA’s, Christian Hatch, CPA said thank you to Mayor, City Council, and 
management for allowing them to conduct the audit of the city's financial statements for fiscal year ending 
December 31, 2021. He provided council with a bound copy of the audit report and a summarized financial 
statement with yearly comparisons. The audit was conducted in accordance with the auditing standards 
generally accepted in the United States and the standards that apply to financial audits of local 
government. The purpose of the audit was for them to issue their opinion of the city’s basic financial 
statements, and to report on the city's internal controls over financial reporting and compliance. The 
document contains two audit reports. The independent auditors report on the financial statements on 
page 1, where their opinion on the financial statements is located. For the year end December 31, 2021, 
the city received an unmodified audit opinion on its financial statements. It means the basic financial 
statements were fairly presented in all material respects in conformity with the general accepted 
accounting principles. In other words, they had a clean opinion. The other audit report is on page 31, 
relates to the city’s internal controls over financial reporting and compliance. The report outlines the 
management and the auditor’s responsibilities regarding the auditors’ considerations of the city’s internal 
controls over financial reporting, as well as its regulatory compliance. For the 2021 audit period they 
identified no material weaknesses in the city’s internal controls over financial reporting, no material 
compliance violations, and no financial statement findings. He reviewed some of the financial points of 
interest for the fiscal year ending December 31, 2021. 
 
Page 4 – Statement of Net Position – Year-end the city assets exceeded total liabilities by $11,262,384.  
It was an increase from net position in 2020 in the amount of $225,860. 
 
Page 5- Statement of Activities – Total tax revenue for 2021 including SPLOST collections came in at $2.7 
million dollars representing an increase of $224,929 in overall tax revenue from 2020. Sales tax, auto tax, 
insurance premium tax, and excise tax all increased, compared to 2020. 
 
Page 7- Balance Sheet of Governmental Funds – The total cash balance at year end including cd's increased 
by $790,516 and totaled a little over 2.89 million at year end. Of that amount, roughly $2.1 million was 
externally restricted for capital projects, local road maintenance improvements, and law enforcement 
activities. The increase in cash was driven by an accumulation of unspent SPLOST collections and federal 
American Rescue Plan funds. The city received $815,398 dollars from the ARPF, all of which was unspent 
at year end. These federal funds are considered deferred revenue until spent within the guidelines of the 
American Rescue Plan Act of March 2021. The funds will be recognized as revenue as they are spent down. 
At year-end there was $1489 of unspent bonds funds and accumulated interest funds left over from the 
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2013 issuance. These funds are to be used on approved projects listed in the city’s Urban Redevelopment 
Plan such as public buildings restorations, sewer, and bridges.  
 
Page 10 - General Fund Budget and Actual Statement- The general fund which is the city's main operating 
fund ending 2021 with a balance of $1,083,838. This was a decrease of $103,646 from the adjusted year 
end 2020 fund balance. On the revenue side, the total general fund revenue decreased by $350,857 from 
2020. The revenue decrease was expected due to non-recurring received in 2020, the insurance claim 
reimbursement and federal CARES Act funding. Even with the decrease in revenue, the general fund still 
collected $28,887 more than the final budgeted amount of 2.13 million dollars. On the expenditure side, 
the general fund came in at $9,072 under the total final budget and departmental expenditures for 2021. 
The total actual general fund expenditures for 2021 were about $9,000 higher than the 2020 amounts.  
 
Page 11-22 - Notes to the Financial Statements – It provides additional information pertaining to the city’s 
financial operations and position such as capital assets and long-term debt. 
 
Pages 17 – Capital Assets – There were many capital additions during the year including (5) vehicle 
purchases, RV site work at Frankie Harris Park, new mower, public works equipment, and building 
improvements at the Presbyterian Church.  
 
Page 18 -Note Disclosures - Long term debt - In 2021, the city’s police vehicles was paid off leaving the 
city debt free at year end.  
 
Pages 22, 23, and 24 contained statements for the activities related to 2014 SPLOST funds, and 2020 
SPLOST funds for the 2021 year with accumulated information for prior year results. The city collected 
$868,737 dollars in SPLOST revenue for the fiscal year 2021. Total expenditures came in at $639,076 which 
included debt service payment and for the capital leases that were paid off during the year. At year end 
the city had a total of unspent SPLOST funds from the 2014 referendum totaling $608,782 dollars that are 
restricted for approved capital expenditures. For a look at current and historic SPLOST project activity you 
can also see the schedules on page 33, the last page of the report.  
 
Mr. Hatch said the items he had spoken on were just a brief summary of the financial activities for the city 
of Euharlee and asked if they had any questions about what he just spoke about. He would try to address 
them at that time or any time after the meeting. Basically, it was a good year for the city. You invested in 
capital assets, paid down debt and overall, the city-wide net position was able to grow even in the general 
fund he saw small improvements city wide, it was a good year.  
 
Mayor Craig Guyton said thank you to Mr. Hatch and asked if there were any questions.  
 
Council Member Tim Abbott said he thinks he asked the same question last year, if there was anything 
that concerned him privy to the conversation they just had. He stated, Mr. Hatch has the knowledge and 
the intelligence he does not have. He was not concerned about risk just things to watch out for.  
 
Mr. Hatch said the only thing in the millage rate discussion he was curious of why they have a policy of a 
minimum of 4-months. City Manager James Stephens stated a minimum of 4-months up to 6- months. 
Based on the audited numbers he believed it calculated to 5.7 months which is 4%. 
Mr. Hatch said it is a tricky thing. He was not against Council Member Duncan about not going back and 
forth, but he is more in the component of accessing it each year and if you have those reserves roll it back.  
 
Mr. Hatch felt like the citizens may appreciate that you are managing it that way. If you have the reserves 
and 6-months of fund balance at audited year end and actually tracking the LOST postings for those 6-
months into the new year; if they are tracking well, he is not against rolling it back to zero with an open 
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mind of bringing it back. It is good to build up those reserves, but again if you are watching your policy, 
you thought about in the past, he thinks it means something on the citizens' level as well, to keep it rolled 
back until you need it. Financially, the city looks good at year end. He had not seen much of 2022, so he 
did not see a risk from that report on not having a property tax in year 2022. 
 
Mr. Stephens said to Mr. Hatch, you specialize in government audits and clients that are larger operations 
and to answer Council Member Free who asked about the 6-months; for Euharlee 6-months is not much 
for others, and more than 3-months from where they once were. Mr. Hatch stated he thinks once the 
property tax is ingrained, it becomes an after-thought. Once it is entranced in the city, it is something they 
do annually, and the fund balance is not always considered. Whereas the city, it is still fresh, and they are 
always giving thought to it publicly and in the other meetings. Mayor Craig Guyton said, what he is hearing 
him say is most cities do not have the policy to begin with and assume they are going to have a millage 
tax and that is the end of the discussion. Mr. Hatch said it is needed, but they operate in a way that it has 
become a necessity. Mr. Stephens commended the council. 
 
UNIFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Millage Rate Discussion – Mayor Craig Guyton 
Mayor Craig Guyton what he liked about what Mr. Hatch said was, that most cities it is not a question 
every year. They are going to have a millage rate, and this is what it is going to be. One of the reasons he 
voted for the policy back in 2018 was to set parameters for the city council, and the city staff they would 
have to think about. He is open the policy being adjusted, but not in favor of ending the policy. He would 
like to discuss the policy before discussing the millage rate. If the council wants to change the fund balance 
that is currently no less than 4-months and no more than 6-months; it is not a big window and they need 
to look at that in terms of a millage rate, he is open to that. 
 
Council Member Abbott agreed with Council Member Duncan and the yo-yoing and the aesthetics with 
that. He said, he did not pay any attention the to the city’s budget until he got on the city council. So, if 
he heard one-year they had a tax and one year they did not, it would seem odd. However, with that said, 
the 4 and 6-months can be as equally confusing. He would support a policy adjustment not to exceed 2-
million dollars of reserve in fund a balance. If 2-million sounds too big for people, he said it early and will 
say it again, he is not thinking currently, next year, five years, he is thinking about 10, 20, 30 years down 
the road. He also thinks it is easier to explain to citizens no taxes this year we met the 2-million reserve, 
and the reason we institute a tax is because they no longer have two million in reserve. They need to feel 
comfortable in a city that delivers services as promised. 
Mayor Guyton said if they go with Council Member Abbott’s opinion, would it be prudent also to adjust 
the first number, the 4-months as well. 
 
Mr. Stephens stated parameters and consistency, it sounds good. He was certainly not uncomfortable 
with a 2-million-dollar amount for the upper threshold, realizing everybody does not think on an 
accumulated fund balance as he does because of his academic background and his governmental auditing 
experience. The minimum 4-months make a lot of sense, and he may have trouble explaining it, but he 
knows the city clerk understands based on working with her. Although it may look inconsistent to have 4-
months with a maximum up to two million, he thinks it would be effective to leave the minimum at that 
number of months of expenditures. The two million may sound like a high number, right now the city is 
around 1.3 million which is a little under 6-months. The two million would be about a year on the current 
budget. In 10 years, $500,000 may not be close to 4-months.  
Council Member David Duncan said so they would remove the 4-6 months and keep it at two million. 
Mayor Guyton said keep the minimum of 4-months, and the maximum threshold at two million.  
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Council Member Abbott said he understood the reason for the 4-month threshold for some boundaries if 
that is the correct word.  
 
Council Member Greg Free said he liked the 4-month minimum, and he agreed with Council Member 
Abbott keeping that number at the maximum. He said he thinks that number should grow. As Mayor 
Guyton said, the 4-6 is a small window, and would love to give as much cushion as a city needs if they are 
going to look at doing that you need a bigger plan built to operate on.  
 
Mr. Stephens said he cannot predict the future, but while he is there if they get back close to 4-months 
they will hear from him regularly. The policy does help staff, it gives criteria, and he assured them he 
would keep them informed with the financial status good or bad.  
Mayor Guyton said Mr. Stephens would not be shocked when it gets down to 4-months because he would 
have heard about the six previous months.  
 
Council Member Joe Turner said he was not sure about setting a high number like that. Mr. Stephens 
remembers when they were scraping the barrel for 3-months and made changes in policies to get up over 
the 4-months. They have managed to stay above the 4-months and have not dropped back down. He does 
not know if changing the 4-6 months is technically going to change a whole lot, so leave it like it is.  
 
Mayor Guyton said it may not do anything but give city staff a little more leeway. You are looking at a 4-
6-month difference, and it is a pretty tight balance they have to walk on. Council Member Turner said it 
has been working for 4 years. Mayor Guyton said, and it will work next year.  
 
Mr. Stephens said the reality is, it is a good policy, and he is grateful that it passed, but the automatic 
trigger to zero at 6-months was executed and he is still not uncomfortable with it and not opposed to 
serving citizens and improving the way the city looks. The trigger all the way to zero, 6-months they hit 
that in a short period of time. He thinks the two million is prudent as he asked Mr. Hatch about the city 
being a larger government; he may say he was very comfortable with the 6-months because of the size of 
the city, the two million he is not uncomfortable with. He further stated, he is not saying put a millage 
rate in, and he is not saying do not put a millage rate in, or you are dead in the water. They are the elected 
officials, but he tries to operate in the parameters of the policies. Changing it to two million he is not going 
to get less frugal or change the way he manages the daily operations.  
 
Council Member Free said he thinks it is a great point when you look at the world around them, things 
cost more money. He does not see that changing for the foreseeable future and many beyond. As a city, 
they need to take that in consideration because it will cost more to provide essential services that they 
should not sacrifice. Like anything else, if you are going to be the best-in-class city, sometimes you have 
to have the revenue coming in increase your visibility, your streetlights, sidewalks, and the things they 
talk about they want to offer the citizens. Therefore, he likes having a bigger cap to help continue to grow, 
and 5-years from now the cap may be four million because things change. He supports the 2-million cap. 
Council Member Turner said, he did not say he did not support it. 
Council Member Free said if they left it, they would be going back and forth with the millage rate. If there 
is a larger number, it would take time to build up some steam. He said it was his opinion.  
 
Mr. Stephens said to Mayor Guyton, if they delete the last sentence in total, and it still stated the goal 6-
months they do not put themselves in a paper bag. He could operate with that policy, and they would not 
have had the automatic rollback. He was just trying to simplify it.  
 
Mayor Guyton said he is not against yo-yo's and based on what Mr. Hatch said, not being one of the 
governments that automatically assumed. He has talked to some people in the city that have told him 
they were crazy for taking that off. They should be paying a couple of mills every year and he understands 
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their opinions. But, from someone that trying their best to be as fiscally conservative as he can, if the city 
of Euharlee has 2-million dollars in reserve, there is no reason to tax. He is only one person on the council. 
If the general consensus is to eliminate the last sentence, that is fine. A motion for that would be 
acceptable, but he would be comfortable with what Council Member Abbott had discussed at 4-months 
minimum and 2-million maximum and the last sentence read, in the event the reserve fund balance 
exceeds two million of annual expenditures, the millage rate will roll back to zero. He said he also 
recognized what Council Member Free just said, in 10-years, the city may be different, and the policy can 
be adjusted to be 4-million and instead of rolling it back to zero it may need to say cut it in half, whatever 
the case may be. This is not something that will handcuff a future council; however, it is something, he 
hopes, will give a future council something after they are all gone. Parameters are set that the city of 
Euharlee is a fiscally conservative city that values their citizens money in a very frugal way. He would hope 
the policy will be in existence 50 years from now even if the numbers are changed. He understands his 
neighbor’s point going from 0 to 2 mills. If the room were full, they may would decide to have a millage 
rate every year, every 4-years, and if that is political heat for them, he does not mind it. He wants to do 
the right thing for the city and for the citizens regardless of if he is re-elected ever again. He prefers to 
keep the last sentence and change 6-months in two different spots in the policy, to 2-million dollars and 
keeping the millage rate could be cut in half, but he was not comfortable saying they have to have a 
millage rate in the city of Euharlee. If they hit the two million mark this year, they will not have to have a 
millage rate.  
 
Mr. Stephens said unless they cause him to fall out his chair by the next instructions, they will not hit 2-
million dollars for the next 3 to 4 years. Council Member Free said, he doesn’t have the math skills as Mr. 
Stephens, but he tallied it up in his head and it may take them 7 to 9 years to get close to getting it, so 
that will give them a pretty good window to figure out what is going on, and it will be a lot of new faces. 
He agreed with Mayor Guyton that the policy with the cap will set the future council for success in making 
sure the citizens money is being put in the right place. 
 
Council Member Tim Abbott motioned to amend the policy to remove the references, to 6-months of 
reserve funds, and replace it with a cap of 2-million and keep the 4-month minimum. Council Member 
Greg Free seconded the motion. Motion passed with all voting in favor. 
 
Mayor Guyton said the council needed to make a decision on the second part of the discussion pertaining 
to having millage rate in Euharlee this year. They will need a vote on what that number is and what to 
advertise.  
 
Council Member David Duncan said he stated his thoughts earlier. Council Member Greg Free said if you 
advertise at 1 mill of tax you cannot go to two mills. He asked; if you advertise two mills, can you go back 
to 1 1/2 mill. Mr. Stephens said they absolutely can do that. The window is not as big, and he would be 
speaking with the county commissioner and the county tax office, but they can go less than they advertise. 
Council Member Duncan said if you set and advertise at 2-mills, you can go lower.  
 
Council Member Turner said, they know where his objections have been on where they are spending 
money he cannot vote for a tax. He said spending money on something with him as a representative for 
the citizens all the way from Ferguson Fields to Covered Bridge Springs he cannot vote for a tax. There is 
money available they could be using. As he has said many times before, he is one man's opinion.  
 
Council Member Tim Abbott motioned to allow the City Manager to advertise a 2-mill proposed tax 
increase. Council Member David Duncan seconded the motion.  
 
Mr. Stephens said to call a special meeting on August 16, 2022, would give time to meet the legal 
requirements and the notifications in the newspaper. Mayor Guyton asked him for tentative dates and 
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when would he have to inform the tax assessor's office. Mr. Stephens said they typically generate mills on 
September 1s. He was hoping they could finalize by the 16th was his goal. He would have a public hearing 
on August 9th, August 15th, and August 16th; one is required before 5 pm and one after 5 pm. Mayor Guyton 
said they will have the work session and a called meeting. Council Member Joe Turner asked if they 
advertise 2-mills, when will they vote on it. Mayor Guyton said 2-weeks from that day which would be 
August 16th.  
 
Mayor Guyton said from their discussion, he did not think they needed a millage for this year, but that 
was not final, he had numbers he needed to look at. Council Member Abbott said he agreed with the 
mayor’s thoughts and understands they must meet the regulatory requirements to advertise.  
The motion passed four in favor and one opposed. 
 
Council Member Tim Abbott motioned to adjourn. Council Member Greg Free seconded the motion. The 
motion passed with all voting in favor. 
 
With no further discussion the meeting adjourned at 8:22 pm. 
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CITY OF EUHARLEE 
CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL CALLED MEETING MINUTES 

AUGUST 16, 2022 
 
 

Mayor Craig Guyton opened the Special Called Meeting immediately following the City Council Work 
Session meeting that was held at 7:00 pm. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Set 2022 Euharlee Millage Rate - Mayor Craig Guyton 
Mayor Craig Guyton said they have discussed the millage rate and what would be their pleasure. 
Council Member David Duncan said he would like to go with the two mills and start with two mills. 
Council Member Greg Free said that had good discussion about the future, and they all know that is 
what they are really planning for 5 years to 10 years from now, and a lot of that was said in the last 
meeting. It was some good discussion, and he is for setting the city up for success. 
Council Member Tim Abbott motioned to set the millage rate at net two mills effective September 1, 
2022. Council Member David Duncan seconded the motion. The motion passed with four in favor and 
one abstention. Mr. Stephens said for the record, per the city Charter an abstention is the equivalent of 
a yes vote. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Council Member Tim Abbott asked to make a comment for the record. In the last meeting they did 
something that was very citizen friendly. They put in the policy that if the fund balance were to reach 
two million, they would have a roll back. He felt it was necessary to repeat. 
 
Approve LOST Distribution Certificate - Mayor Craig Guyton 
Mayor Craig Guyton stated that once every 10 years the County Commissioner and the Mayors of each 
municipality meet to discuss and negotiate the percentage that each county will receive of the Local 
Option Sales Tax (LOST), and the same percentage applies to the Special Option Local Sales Tax 
(SPLOST). Currently, the city of Euharlee for the last 10 years received 4.13%. For the next 10 years the 
city of Euharlee the city will be allotted 3.85%. A couple of the other cities got more because of the 
revenue they impact and produce. This is the first time they did not go straight by population which 
means they city is a little bit lower than what the population would stipulate. It was a tough negotiation, 
but it worked out well for everybody in the county. Approval is needed for the mayor to sign the 
document at 3.85% 
 
Council Member David Duncan motioned to approve the 3.85% LOST distribution. Council Member Joe 
Turner seconded the motion.  
 
Council Member Joe Turner asked if they could argue anymore. Mayor Guyton shared it would not do 
any good. He shared with the council an interesting fact. After the first meeting of the LOST negotiation, 
the municipalities and the county have two months to come to an agreement. If they do not, it goes to 
arbitration. In arbitration any one of the eight criteria could work well for you or against you. You do not 
know how a judge would review the eight criteria. If they do not have an agreement by December 31st, 
nobody gets anything. You are correct, it would not do any good to go back to say they do not accept. 
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Council Member Greg Free asked what the percentage reduction equated to in dollar value. Mr. 
Stephens said based on the figures that were used in the negotiation which encompassed a 3% increase 
for the following year, it would equate to $92,000 less than what they would have received at 4.2% for 
just next year. 
 
Council Member Greg Free said, to know what that number is, the millage will help them re-coupe some 
of that and still plan for the future. He would imagine as these negotiations take place 10-years from 
now, if they are looking for a little bit more favorable upon the revenue that is driven by the city, he 
could imagine that it could typically be more because cities will grow within the counties. 
 
Mr. Stephens said they need to be continually seeking diversified revenue streams. He is proud of the 
fact that they are close to putting out to bid for the obstruction of fifteen full new sites at Frankie Harris 
Park and other items they will be discussing and have discussed in the past. He does not know if there 
will be modifications to the law with this significant change, but the mayor really represented Euharlee 
well and he was proud to be sitting next to him. The 3.85% he thinks is effective for Euharlee with all the 
facts that were considered. They certainly have a local statesman representing, Mayor Guyton did a 
tremendous job. The motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
There were no public comments. 
 
Council Member Greg Free motioned to adjourn. Council Member David Duncan seconded the motion. 
The motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
With no further discussion the meeting adjourned at 7:14 pm. 
 
 



CITY OF EUHARLEE 
CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION MINUTES 

AUGUST 16, 2022 
 
Mayor Craig Guyton called the meeting to order. Council Member David Duncan led prayer, followed 
with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The following were present: Mayor Craig Guyton, Council Members Tim Abbott, Greg Free, David 
Duncan, Joe Turner, and City Manager James Stephens. 

 
Public Hearing Millage Rate - There were no comments from the public. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Financial Update General Fund 2022 - James Stephens 
City Manager James Stephens provided Council with a year-to-date report through June 2022. The total 
revenue is favorable revenue variance of $153,740. The expenses are over the original budget by 
$121,916 with $97,000 relating to the bridge repairs that was not in the original budget. They will 
recognize LMIG revenue that will offset the bridge repairs. There is also $31,824 net favorable variance 
to the budget which is to the good. Before the end of the year, we usually have a budget amendment, 
we may need one in recreation because all the 10-year signage in Joe Cowan Park. He may have missed 
it in the initial budget. They are over significantly, but $18,000 is related to the disc golf that will be 
reimbursed by the county. So, there will be a budget amendment for Parks and Recreation before the 
end of the year. The way the revenue is coming in it will not come against fund balance, excess revenue 
that will cover it. 
 
Council Member David Duncan said the sign going into Osborne Park, the letters are coming off and are 
they working on fixing those. Mr. Stephens said they do not currently have a purchase order on that, 
and it is an eye soar. Depending on the timing of the project over there, but he will get a pricing on 
replacing that. Mayor Craig Guyton said it is going to be replaced, his thinking would be to take that sign 
down and put an inexpensive temporary sign 
 
Millage Rate Discussion - Mayor Guyton 
Mayor Guyton said they had a little bit of discussion on the millage rate last meeting. They had (3) public 
hearings, including the one that just concluded for the millage rate and no one from the public came 
forward to speak for or against at either hearing. The millage rate could be as high as two mills, and it 
was advertised at that rate. 
 
There were no public comments. 
 
With no further discussions the meeting adjourned at 7:06 pm. 
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CITY OF EUHARLEE 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 6, 2022 
 
Mayor Craig Guyton called the meeting to order, led prayer, and followed with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The following were present: Mayor Craig Guyton, Council Members Tim Abbott, Greg Free, David 
Duncan, Joe Turner, and City Manager James Stephens. 
 
Approval of Minutes  
Council Member Greg Free motioned to approve the minutes for the City Council Called Work Session, 
August 2, 2022, City Council Meeting, August 2, 2022, City Council Work Session, August 16, 2022, and 
Called Special City Council Meeting, August 16, 2022. Council Member David Duncan seconded the 
motion. The motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
City Manger Update - James Stephens 
City Manager James Stephens reiterated the council had received emails related to the Frankie Harris 
Park project and wanted them to know the advertisement would be posted tomorrow and the bids will 
be ready to open at the October regular meeting to award.  
Bell and Associates have progressed and are ready to be at the September work session to address 
amenities and try to finalize details the city would like to consider for the master plan.  
Both projects are on schedule.  
 
As they all know, when the Planning and Zoning ordinance was drafted, and at the time they did not 
have sewer services available in the city of Euharlee. It is now available, and he would like the city 
council to authorize him to have P&Z discuss and determine what they consider a new minimum lot size 
for lots that are tied into a sewer service. The minimum lot size is currently 15,000 square feet. He did 
not need a motion; one of the P&Z members was present at the meeting. Mr. Stephens would also like 
for P&Z to look at the overlay ordinance they briefly discussed a couple of meetings ago to see if they 
have any recommendations, updates or to leave the environmental overlay in place on the property 
adjacent to the power plant at the Etowah River. He asked if they had any questions in reference to 
those topics, he would be glad to address. 
 
Council Member David Duncan asked if it was 15,000 square feet for a hook- up. Mr. Stephens answered 
no; it will be for a lot-size. Council Member Duncan asked what he recommended, smaller. Mr. Stephens 
said he would recommend smaller without the need for field lines.  
 
Mayor Craig Guyton said they have never discussed it because everybody was on septic. Now they need 
for the Planning and Zoning to give them a recommendation.  
 
Council Member Joe Turner asked if the campers at the camp site will be hooked up to the sewer. Mr. 
Stephens answered no. Mr. Stephens said that would not impact the minimum size for a camp site. It is 
for residential property.  
 
Mayor Craig Guyton asked if anybody had an objection to P&Z reviewing, a lot-size with sewer and the 
overlay ordinance. Council Member Tim Abbott said he had no objections but asked them to explain the 
overlay ordinance they will be looking at. Mr. Stephens stated in 2007 the city council and the Planning 
and Zoning Commission adopted a segment that was incorporated into the planning and zoning 
ordinance which is a 168-page document. Just like the city has residential for R-1 for single family 
dwellings, commercial, and multi-family they developed a section called environmental overlay. He 
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assumed in 2007 the Department of Community Affairs and possibly, the Environmental Protection 
Division was strongly pushing green space property. There are two tracts of land in Euharlee that has an 
environmental overlay district; one is off Milam Bridge Road, and the other one is behind the tower 
shopping center. He really did not understand what the environmental asset is to that one that has the 
designation but does understand the power plant and the river on the other. There are only two tracts 
that are impacted. Because the state has requirements that protect the Etowah River, and the city also 
has a larger buffer than the state requires along the river; because they have environmental protection 
for the river, he would like for them to have a debate about whether the environemental overlay is stil 
germane and pertinent, and it may be.  
Former Mayor Foulk sits on that board, and she was on the council in 2007, so she may have some 
insight that would change what he thinks about it now. He thinks it should be considered, to be lifted 
because it only impacts two tracts of land, and they city may get in a situation where they may have to 
consider a variance and it would be better just to update the ordinance. He said, with her history she 
may have some information that may totally change his position on it. He thinks it is redundant with the 
protections they have with the state code for the river, as well as the 75-foot buffer. 
 
Council Member Joe Turner said he did not have a problem and would suggest he does that. He 
continued referencing Mr. Stephens's mention of the green space; it was to protect, like the piece they 
will discuss, that would be considered part of the green space. He said it is not a bad idea for them to 
review it because so much had changed with subdivisions and building houses.  
 
Mayor Guyton said there were no objections, and Mr. Stephens had his marching orders.  
Mr. Stephens at that time also let the council know he had been working on a proposal, and an analysis 
for the solid waste collection, and would be prepared to share the details at the next work session. 
 
There were no public comments. 
 
Council Member Tim Abbott motioned to go into Executive Session, amended to add for, the purpose of 
Real Estate discussion. Greg Free seconded the motion and amend the motion. They all voted in favor. 
 
The council returned from Executive Session at 8:00pm. There were no actions taken, and no votes 
taken. However, because of the discussion, he entertained a motion to add real estate discussion to the 
agenda for the regular city council meeting.  
 
Council Member Greg Free motioned to add the discussion of real estate to the agenda. Council 
Member David Duncan seconded the motion. They all voted in favor. 
 
Mayor Guyton stated the item they added to the agenda, is an offer the city received for city owned 
property at 93 Cliff Nelson Road. Pursuant to their previous discussion he asked if there were any other 
discussion and if not, a motion was in order. 
 
Council Member Tim Abbott motioned to accept the proposal from SA Land group to purchase city 
owned land at 93 Cliff Nelson Road, and the purchase would include them establishing a sewer 
easement and will be contingent on the attorney approving the final contract and documents. Council 
Member Greg Free seconded the motion. The motion carried with a 3-2 vote in favor. 
 
Council Member Tim Abbott motioned to adjourn the meeting. Council Member Greg Free seconded the 
motion. They all voted in favor.  
 
With no further discussion the meeting adjourned at 8:03 pm. 
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CITY OF EUHARLEE 
CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 20, 2022 
 

Mayor Craig Guyton called the meeting to order. Council Member Tim Abbott led prayer, followed with 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The following were present: Mayor Craig Guyton, Council Members Tim Abbott, Greg Free, David Duncan, 
Joe Turner, and City Manager James Stephens. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Building Inspections Fee Increase – Katie Gobbi 
Community Development Director, Katie Gobbi presented a spreadsheet prepared by the Assistant City 
Clerk, Ashley Bailey with proposed fees for permits. She stated it was presented a couple of months ago 
but there has been a cost increase in permits and the change will cover the cost for the subcontractor.  
 
City Manager, James Stephens stated it is predominantly because of the increase in the inspectors' fee 
which had not been changed since Mr. Stephens's employment at Euharlee. This is not an increase related 
to the square footage and anything they recently increased; it is strictly to cover the cost the subcontractor 
and adding the $25 fee for administrative. 
 
Council Member David Duncan asked why the rates where split and if two payments were made. Council 
Member Joe Turner asked for an explanation about the fees in each column. Ms. Gobbi explained there 
is a flat rate fee for any permit, and then an add-on fee for the specific work being performed. She also 
added one payment is made and not separate payments. Mr. Stephens added it was recorded separately 
for the uniform codes of local government and is consistent in other governments. He stated that 
eventually an annual report of these records makes it to the state legislature. Mayor Craig Guyton 
explained one column was current rates and the other column was proposed increased rates. Ms. Gobbi 
shared again the $25 was the administrative flat rate fee for every permit, and the add-on fee for the 
specific work that is being done. She said it was to cover the cost from the building inspector’s increase 
and it has been 14 years since he received a rate increase. 
Mayor Guyton asked if there were any more questions and said to add the item to the next meeting to 
take a vote. 
 
Christmas Parade – Katie Gobbi 
Community Development Director, Katie Gobbi came before council to share requested changes for the 
annual long-standing Euharlee Christmas Parade. She stated the parade had been held on Saturday after 
Thanksgiving and suggested to move to Monday after Thanksgiving in hopes to increase participation from 
the local schools. She also asked about prize money for various categories for the potential entrants. There 
will be two categories this year for floats, which is a new thing. They will still welcome golf carts and 
tractors. They do not want to change just to enhance. The city will include a commercial and non-
commercial category. There will be no entry fee this year but will leave options open for donations for a 
charity and will decide which charity in the future. She requested approval for $1000 for prize money. It 
will be $500 for each category with first prize being $250, second prize $150, and third prize $100. If 
approved she will reach out to local businesses to partner, sponsor to match the prize amount, increase 
the prize money, and provide an opportunity to showcase the local business and organizations as well. 
The route will still end at the Covered Bridge, but they are still working to determine exactly what the 
route will be. She had reached out to various places to secure a staging area.  
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Council Member David Duncan asked if the Festival of Trees would still open on Saturday or will they wait 
until Monday. Ms. Gobbi stated to the best of her knowledge she did not think their plans had changed. 
Ms. Bibbings is aware of the date of the parade and did not indicate at that time they would change their 
start date.  
Mayor Craig Guyton said he had a meeting with her and discussed that item and how the city could help 
enhance. First, it would be something for the face of Euharlee, our city, and to enhance the number of 
people that may attend the Festival of Trees. At that time, she did not indicate she would change the 
opening date. She would not wait to open on Monday because the city was changing the day of the 
parade. 
 
Council Member Tim Abbott wanted to know again, why Monday; the kids are back to school on Monday. 
Mayor Guyton stated it was an idea that he had when came on board. He stated the Saturday after 
Thanksgiving has been historically what they have done. He mentioned that resident Marshall Aiken led 
it for several years. He missed the event a lot because they traveled on Thanksgiving, as well as others. 
Also, taken into consideration, was when the cities around them would have their parades. He suggested 
Monday, and if that does not work, they can adjust it in a year or two. He suggested to Ms. Bibbings that 
if they continued opening the festival on Saturday, they would have a big draw Saturday and Monday. 
Monday is normally not a big draw, and it will be another huge night for them. The major things were 
getting people, and the school kids involved, like the band at the middle school. They could never 
participate in the past because they are out of school and traveling. They hope to have a marching band 
for the parade. 
Council Member Abbott said, these types of events are opportunities for the city, and are ideas for 
greatness. The events like The Festival of Trees, Christmas Parade, and anything else they can think of that 
does not break the bank. He is the worst party planner but the best one to show-up. It is more than a 
parade; it is an event for the citizens, friends, and families; it is a time for their community to come 
together and he will support that. The more kids and families they can get involved to show their special 
talents bring full joy. 
Council Member Greg Free asked when the Christmas lights on the bridge would be turned on. Mr. 
Stephens stated if there were no special request from Ms. Bibbings, he would anticipate turning them on 
the night of the parade. Mayor Guyton asked if there were any more questions. They would entertain the 
request at the city council meeting on October 4, 2022. 
 
Osborne Park - James Stephens & Alan Bell 
City Manager, James Stephens stated the council had documentation in front of them the Bell & 
Associates team had been working on. It continues to be a work in progress. He appreciated them being 
there to get feedback and for the information to flow in both directions. Alan and Zac Bell prepared an 8-
page informal PowerPoint to discuss the Osborne Park Project. Zac Bell walked the council through the 
site plan. He shared the following information from the PowerPoint drawings of the site plan. 

• The entrance to the park off Covered Bridge Road. The plan is to keep the existing gravel parking 
lot within the 75-foot buffer. 

• Along the river with the existing gravel parking and the Euharlee Creek, they proposed an 
additional river walk path to allow for fishing and scrolling along the river. 

• Off the existing gravel parking, they widened the service road and created new parking off the 
existing service road. 

• Off the parking area, it will be staged for a couple of food truck spots which will open to the park 
and the amphitheater. 

• The amphitheater location will be just off the corner of the existing tennis courts, using the 
existing topography off the side to create the tier seating for the amphitheater. 

• Through the parking lot to the existing gravel parking lot, on the north side of the site to connect 
them back to Covered Bridge Road, will be used for overflow parking. 
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• On the north side of the site there is an existing restroom building, which they plan to demolish 
and re-build at the same location to continue to utilize the existing sanitary utilities. 

• Below the existing gravel lot, a proposed new playground area located next to the existing pavilion 
and adjacent to the parking with visible site and centrally located for the kids. 

• He identified the existing flood plain line; they had to move the amphitheater up due to the 
contour of the land and will have to remove one of the oak trees which is about thirty feet from 
the root bed, which would die anyway. You must stay away from the root bed 30 to 40 feet. It will 
die eventually, if not immediately. 

• All the other existing trees will remain. They had to lose a tree to get the amphitheater out of the 
flood plain. He raised the structure to get it away from the creek and out of the flood plain. 
The council asked questions about losing the tree. Mr. Bell explained they will lose one tree and 
can replace trees in the future. The question was asked about playground equipment and Mr. Bell 
shared they have the space for the playground area but had not designed it. 
The question was asked if the monument was shown on the drawing. Mr. Bell said it was not, but 
he would add it to the drawing. He stated they were not disturbing that area. 

• Another overall view of the design sharing the location of the main stage, walking path back to 
the existing gravel lot and tier seating with artificial turf for a maintenance standpoint. 

• Based on the square footage of the artificial turf it will seat about 245 people and enough standing 
room on the artificial turf. 

• The way the amphitheater was designed pushing back on the hill the contour design; the people 
will be able to fully experience everything the people standing on the turf would experience. 

• The front elevation of the stage design will utilize a wood truss system to compliment the Covered 
Bridge with the truss system structure. 

• He shared pictures of the concrete slab stage with a pit that is thirty inches below and concrete 
tiers with wood structure. He reiterated the wood columns were above the flood plains. The 
concrete tiers and buffers are below the flood plain and believed it would be safe. He also asked 
if that area floods when they receive heavy rain. Council Member Turner said he had never known 
it to flood in that area. Mr. Bell was glad to hear the parking lot had never flooded. 

• He viewed the floor plan of the proposed toilet house with a covered rest area out front, and men 
and women toilet room. A drinking fountain is included, a service chase that serves for 
maintenance of the plumbing system, as well as standard custodial products. The main thing is 
cleanliness. He described the height of the elevation and stated they are close to the sewer. You 
would not want to do anything like that on a septic tank. They will use the existing sanitary sewer 
line. 

 
Council Member Abbott asked about the gravel parking lots being paved and the cost to do so. Mr. Bell 
stated the gravel is due to the sensitivity of the Euharlee Creek. You could open problems with the EPD 
with paving too close to the river. Mr. Stephens stated there are thirty-eight spots being paved and they 
could go around the parameter. Mr. Bell said they did not want to pave it all. They have the gravel parking, 
the thirty-eight paved spots, and the parking across the street next to the little pavilion which is a good 
bit of parking. Council Member Abbott said it is not just for parking, but a drop off space, and there is a 
lot of activity. He was thinking about creating space for vehicle traffic, turning around and a low-cost kayak 
launch. 

 
Mr. Stephens asked if it was possible to add an additional bathroom half the size near the parking. Zac 
stated it was all uphill and if you wanted to add an additional toilet house, they could utilize the existing 
sanitary sewer and tie into it as well. They briefly continued discussion for an additional bathroom. Council 
Member Tim Abbott added ideas of single-use restrooms for security purposes and vandalism. Mr. Bell 
thanked the council for sharing their ideas. 
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Chief Matthews mentioned having ample lighting for security purposes. Mr. Bell stated they were going 
to light the parking lot up where the food trucks are located, playground lighting and even lighting near 
the creek where the benches and trash receptacles on that path. 

 
Council Member Duncan asked about the two existing ball fields being demolished and what are the plans 
for that area. Mayor Guyton said one thing they talked about that was not on the drawing was a dog park. 
Mr. Bell stated he thought that was for a dog park, and they did not have a design for a dog park. He stated 
they did a budget based on what they thought the city could do with a budget of 1.1 million dollars from 
the beginning. He was not sure how elaborate they wanted to do the dog park and he had not prepared 
the numbers for it. It could be between fifty and a quarter of a million dollars. Mr. Stephens said he could 
email him a sketch Council Member Turner prepared. He asked if there was a walking trail around the two 
existing fields and Mr. Bell answered yes. Mr. Stephens asked if it was possible to include exercise 
equipment along that area to enhance it a little bit. 
 
Council Member Turner asked about paving the small ball field. Mr. Bell said they would be looking at 
some money when you talk about paving, but you also risk getting in trouble with EPD because it is right 
by the creek. He did not say it was a no, but if you keep paving you will end up with a retention pond and 
you will not be happy with fencing and trying to keep people safe. He cannot say how much paving you 
can add but he knows it minimum. Council Member Abbott thanked him for the warning. 
 
Council Member Greg Free asked about the overgrowth to be cleaned out for the trail to be added, what 
will go there or will it just be knocked down for less maintenance. Mr. Bell said they have a landscape 
architecture but has not gotten him too involved. There will be more details. Council Member Free said it 
will be cleaned up verses what is there now. Mr. Bell stated there will be some low-end landscaping. 
 
Resident, Marshall Aiken mentioned the flood plain and the concern of the water coming off the church 
valley. He had pictures when there was heavy rain in 2010 that he would share with the contractors. 
Council Member Free stated the church should be included in that conversation. 
 
Mr. Stephens said that he knew they were early in, but with the 1.2 million do they feel like it is feasible 
for the 1.2 million. Mr. Bell stated prices are going up, but they have been in touch with Mr. Benefield 
who has done this work before and is looking at the plan to help them with the budget.  
 
Council Member Turner asked if they had checked the boundaries around the lodge. Mr. Stephens added 
they had completed thorough surveys. Zac stated they have surveys of all the property values, a thorough 
survey and a thorough topography survey. 
 
Council Member Turner said he would like to start at the tennis court and work around it to have every 
piece of green grass for the kids to play on. Mr. Bell said if everybody agrees to slide the amphitheater 
back down over by the tennis courts and move more into the flood plain. Mr. Stephens stated they were 
not at a consensus to slide it back. Council Member Free stated they would not be losing the playground, 
just moving it up.  
 
Mayor Guyton asked if anyone else had any questions. Mr. Bell said in the next two weeks get your 
questions to Mr. Stephens to send to them. Mr. Stephens said to send him the questions, they will have 
pricing coming and the discussion was a good first step. 
Mayor Guyton thanked them for being there and going over the plan with them. He said again to the 
council to send questions to Mr. Stephens. 
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Streets and Parks - Joe Turner 
Council Member Joe Turner provided council with pictures of six streets in Euharlee. He apologized; 
some pictures did not print out as he expected. He said he did not get his information prepared to talk 
about the parks. The city is responsible for maintaining the center line. He considered it a public safety 
issue and how do they go about getting them re-striped. He mentioned a different kind of paint and 
wanted to discuss how they will move forward. 
 
Mayor Craig Guyton asked if anybody on the council disagreed with Council Member Turner that the 
streets need to be re-lined, and they said no. Mayor Guyton asked Mr. Stephens to get three different 
quotes. One for all the streets with regular paint, one for all the streets with electrostatic paint, and the 
third one for all the streets with electrostatic paint, except Covered Bridge Road with regular paint. The 
purpose for that is Covered Bridge Road will need to be re-paved completely after the park is done 
because the equipment will tear it up. Mr. Stephens said he would not have them by October 4th 
meeting but would have them for the October 18th work session. Mayor Guyton asked if anybody 
needed any additional information other than the three quotes.  
Council Member Tim Abbott said he would like to ask as they get the three quotes could they also check 
the condition of the roads not just the stripes and just include that. He thinks it would be wise to check 
the condition and market by priority. Council Member Turner said there are two or three that needs to 
be re-paved. Mayor Guyton said that was his point. He does not want to re-stripe it if it needs to re-pave 
first. Mayor Guyton asked if anybody had anything else to add to it. 
 
Solid Waste Service - James Stephens 
City Manager, James Stephens stated as they are discussing the condition of the roads, Euharlee currently 
permits each property owner to a solid waste company or takes it themselves. There are at least five 
different companies that drive heavy garbage collection trucks that are extremely heavy and a lot of wear 
and tear on the streets.  
 
The council received a one-page document that proposed a monthly amount multiplied by twelve, an 
amount they could operate solid waste collection in-house as a city government.  
The start-up cost is recommended to be funded out of SPLOST. There is also GEFA funding and loans that 
are available should the city council decide to pursue. In addition to SPLOST, there are other financing 
opportunities through the state agencies. For two trucks and tippers, the cost would be approximately, 
$475,000. That is totally equipped.  
Direct labor for a month would be $6,200. The tipping fees are calculated based on mental protection 
agencies calculation and how much solid waste an average human generates in a day, including number 
of days and the city’s population which is close to 4450. The tipping fee in Bartow County is close to 
$44.65. Based on EPA’s figures the tipping fees will run $15,400 per month.  
He included automotive expenses plus the depreciation on new equipment at $5,000 per month; the staff 
and software $1,200 per month for now, but not the consistency once the software is in place. The total 
expenses would be close to $28,000 or less and would be a profit of $8,000 monthly and $96,000 annually. 
The payback would be about 6-years if the city chose to try and provide the service in-house.  
 
He was looking for direction from the council if he should put RFPs together and get a price from an 
outside company verses them doing it in-house, or if they want to deliberate on the two and give him 
marching orders. The wear and tear on the roads alone, and five different companies bringing trucks 
multiple days, the savings on the condition of the roads, even with one company, would improve the 
quality of life in the city by even providing the service or having it contracted with one entity verses the 
way they are doing it now. It could also be a revenue stream that would help roll millage rate back in the 
future. He said it was preliminary, but he had been working on it for quite a while. It does not look like a 
lot on the one page, but it is not just pulled out of the air. It is detailed information. In 2018, they now 
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have two members that were not on the council, they had an opportunity to contract with one company 
that would have lessened each residents’ cost by $3.00 and provide a small stream of revenue but was 
not too well received by the community. The wear and tear alone are strong reasons to decide. 
 
Council Member Greg Free asked out of all the municipalities in Bartow County, how many operate their 
own solid waste. Mr. Stephens said Cartersville and Emerson. Adairsville has it contracted with a large 
company, but not sure what Kingston and White are doing. 
Council Member David Duncan stated that Kingston was city owned. Mr. Stephens stated that he used 
Emerson’s information for the staff calculation. They have a third of the houses that is in Euharlee, but 
they only pick up one day. He thought one crew working 5 days can manage 1400 houses.  
 
Mayor Craig Guyton asked if the two trucks with the tippers that are estimated, are they new trucks. Mr. 
Stephens said he was pricing new equipment and there would be other options down the road. He has 
spoken with a municipal equipment company. It they decided to move on this, the equipment could be 
here by late March or early April of next year. 
Council Member Duncan said if they do this you may need a fee for two cans: some people like two cans. 
Mr. Stephens said they could structure it for residents to have options. Mayor Guyton stated you would 
also have a replacement cost.  
 
Council Member Joe Turner gave Mr. Stephens credit for mentioning when it was tried before, not even 
25-30% of the people where in favor of it and did not want it. Mr. Stephens said to clarify the memory 
and no offense to Mr. James Swift, the newspaper inadvertently made a printing error when they printed 
about the services. They published the price that was three times higher than what they were talking 
about, and he thinks that was a factor in the outcry.  
Mayor Guyton said one of the things that happened, and he is not sure where Council Member Turner 
got his numbers, but they had twenty-five people at the meeting that day and none were in favor of it. He 
wants to make sure they understand they have almost five thousand citizens and that is not 25%.  
Council Member Joe Turner reiterated it was twenty-five people who showed up.  
 
Council Member Greg Free stated that one of the companies that operates in the city now, they received 
an increase, and he would be willing to believe most residents pay close to what they pay. The number 
the city is proposing is about one-third of that amount. Who would not be happy saving money.  
Mr. Stephens clarified it would be about $75 quarterly, and not an increase. Council Member Free said he 
would prefer the benefit to come to the city as a taxpayer. Mayor Guyton stated if they could do 
something as a service to benefit the city, he would rather do that than nothing. Mr. Stephens stated that 
citizen Werner said people like free enterprise, and he agrees fully, but most are paying for this service 
somewhere and, very few are taking their own garbage. 
Resident Fred Werner asked for the cost of cans and stated each can is running from $65 to $75 per can 
and companies are shrinking the cans. He also added that the un-incorporated area of Cobb County was 
hammered as they tried to do this week ago. Mr. Stephens stated a 95-gallon can proposing $25 per 
month based on the current analysis. Council Member Free said he does business in Cobb County and a 
lot of the municipalities operate their own service.  
 
Council Member Tim Abbott said this is something they should explore and put it out there. Mr. Stephens 
agreed that there are at least four trash companies 5 days a week on the roads, for that reason, it is the 
right thing to explore. He would like to see what a start-up contract might be, start with a contractor and 
then go to ownership, just to explore it. He would love to see yard waste service and that is an extra 
service. Mr. Stephens said to Council Member Abbott he did not ignore the previous conversation they 
had, he wanted to see if the project would float or sink.  
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Mayor Guyton said they have received a lot of information. He would like to digest this and come back to 
Mr. Stephens. They will discuss it again at the October 18th work session and be prepared to give him 
marching orders. Council Member Duncan asked if it would be mandatory. Mayor Guyton stated if the 
city of Euharlee does this, it will be mandatory. Council Member Abbott explained it will be the only trash 
option or they can take it themselves. Mayor Guyton stated they can but will still be paying $25 per month. 
Mr. Stephens said he agreed with Council Member Turner that transparency is a vital part of local 
government. It was a published agenda, and they will certainly put it on the website and Facebook.  
Mayor Guyton said to the newspaper and radio, with both present, they were welcome to advertise the 
information, and on October 18th they will be discussing a mandatory solid waste pick-up. 
 
Public Comments 
Resident Fred Werner stated if they are concerned about the infrastructure, the roadway, what size are 
the trucks. He has had an 18-wheeler going down the street in his neighborhood and they should not be 
in their neighborhood. Mayor Guyton said a standard size garbage truck, the same as Trash Taxi and 
Georgia Waste Management. Mr. Werner said they both have large trucks and BFI runs about the same 
size. If they are going to look at the infrastructure, they need to monitor the 18-wheelers traveling through 
the neighborhoods. They need to look at everything that involves infrastructure. He has no problem with 
the trash, but the council needs to look at everything. 
 
Resident Steve Gray stated he was addressing a conversation that took place last week, with all this stuff 
going on who is going to help take care of it. He proceeded to say years ago he worked for the State of 
Georgia and allowed other state agencies to assist them in manpower and is referring to the Department 
of Corrections in Paulding County. They were certified to where they can go out in public and work. If the 
city wanted to participate and use the public work services, what would be the requirements for the city 
of Euharlee? The city would have to purchase an operational 12-passenger van with a strobe light, working 
air conditioner and heater. If the city decided to do this, the people would come on Monday -Thursday 
from 8:30 to 3:30 with exemptions of inclement or adverse weather. The hired guard would have the 
normal vacation days and other benefits. The van does not have to be a new one and the cost to the city 
would cost the city $49,000 a year effective July 1- June 30. As of right now, he has a lady collaborating 
with him, and will send him a contract, if it is approved. How much would it cost to hire an employee? 
You can get 10 to 12 people.  
 
Mayor Craig Guyton asked him what department he had been speaking with. Mr. Gray said the 
Department of Corrections Probation and Detention Center in Paulding County. Mayor Guyton stated 
Bartow County uses this program. He takes boxes from his business to the recycle bin across from the 
dump 4 days a week. For years they have used Bartow County inmates from the jail. About a year ago, 
they fired the Bartow County Jail, and started using State Prisoners from Floyd County. The prisoners 
worked harder and the people at the recycle center were thrilled. He asked if there is a cost and effort 
difference of what you would get from someone that will get out in six days and someone that will get 
out in six years.  
 
Chief Jody Matthews stated that he does not know if Bartow County would offer this. The state sends out 
depending on the number of inmates they have that are considered trustees. Whether he is talking with 
the Probation and Detention Center, they are long term inmates. The ones from the center are typically 
probationers and are there from 90 to 120 days, not long term. He said he worked a prison detail before, 
and they work. 
 
 Mayor Guyton asked how long the contract is. Mr. Gray said for a year for $49,000. The van belongs to 
the city. They would use the city van to pick them up and transport them back. Mayor Guyton said we 
would pay for the gas and insurance. Chief Matthews said yes and would have to include a cage in the 
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van. Mr. Gray said they did not mention it. Mr. Stephens stated they do not have any available at this time 
until next July. Mr. Gray said they do not have any available at this time. He said he worked with these 
people for ten plus years, fought fires with them all night long and never had a problem with them. The 
guards are outstanding. He asked if they had any questions.  
Council Member Tim Abbott thanked him for the innovative thinking. Council Member Greg Free said and 
for thinking outside of the box. Mayor Guyton said he would like to get the cost for operations for this 
project, for a van, and prices on insurance that he would bet is an increase cost for liability coverage. Also, 
have a conversation with public works about when these services would be needed. Mr. Gray said he 
spoke with Melanie Harper and Mr. Hyde. Cedartown and Bremen no longer have these facilities. He 
explained the responsibility of the guard. 
Mayor Guyton said he wanted to get all the facts and asked if they had any other questions. 
 
With no further discussion the meeting adjourned at 8:24 pm. 
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CITY OF EUHARLEE 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
OCTOBER 4, 2022 

 
Mayor Craig Guyton called the meeting to order, led prayer, and followed with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The following were present: Mayor Craig Guyton, Council Members Greg Free, David Duncan, Joe 
Turner, and City Manager James Stephens. Council Member Tim Abbott was not present. 
 
 
Public Hearing - 93 Cliff Nelson Road and Parcel No. 0034-0622-003 
Mayor Craig Guyton opened the Public Hearing and allowed applicant Adam Baker to share his 
information for said property at 93 Cliff Nelson Road. 
Mr. Baker stated that he is employed by SA Land Group, a residential property company that takes raw 
land to turn into residential communities across the state of Georgia which will help support local shops 
and restaurants in Euharlee. The people he had spoken with in Euharlee, and the surrounding area said 
they would like more shops and restaurants. Mr. Baker shared the results from the September 13, 2022, 
Planning and Zoning Commission meeting where they approved the rezoning with a 3-1 vote. He 
appreciated their support and would appreciate the council and resident’s support. He opened the floor 
for questions. 
Mayor Guyton used the sign in sheets for those that signed up to speak. There were seventeen people 
who signed up to speak. They spoke in detail and below are the summarized comments, concerns and 
questions from the individuals that signed up to speak. 
 
There were concerns about the property and the request for rezoning said property; the decision to 
move from R-1 to PUD with conditions; the PUD minimum lot size being 10,000 square feet and the 
request to change to 7500 square feet. The calculation for the 2.99 homes per acre exceeded the total 
green space. The total number of houses, the setback, the lot sizes, density, and the effect on 
infrastructure. The property being in a Historic District, the process to remove, and if not removed will 
they be able to develop on the said property. The water draining to an impaired stream segment, will it 
require more development, and if there was a drainage plan.  
There were also concerns about the total of number houses in this subdivision and the setback. There 
will be houses sitting on top of each other and described as a big subdivision with a bunch of wooden 
fences and the subdivision right in their back yards. Also mentioned in great concern were the trees 
removed between Misty Ridge and the proposed property. 
 
Traffic concerns were a huge issue for the city and the roads not able to manage the traffic due to the 
increased homes and the traffic nightmare due to the six hundred homes from Stile’s development that 
would impact Euharlee Road. The two-lane bridge was mentioned and would they widen Euharlee Road. 
The development would also cause increased school traffic. There was a concern about the ability for 
buses to turn around in the subdivision, and the safety on the children on Cliff Nelson Road. They 
discussed over-crowded schools, and the influx of children in the school system, and the ability for 
teachers to handle them; they asked about issues with traffic during the construction, detours and the 
entrance and exit for Cliff Nelson Road. 
 
It was asked if the city was making the right decision for change, growth and had the ability to manage 
the overall increase. The quality of life, versus growth and developing revenue. This could increase crime 
and the assurance of public safety for the police and fire to manage. The question was asked, how many 
residents are needed to say no before the project would be put away. There were also questions 
relating to the builder, bids for the development, the record of the builder and the time-period for the 
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project including start and finish dates if approved. The city was asked if they would have a third-party 
contractor, a civil engineer to address issues. 
The citizens were heard, and minimal feedback was provided during the discussion.  
 
Mayor Guyton stated the public hearing was considered the first reading for rezoning. The next hearing 
would be on October 18th Mr. Baker asked if he could respond and provide feedback on the comments 
and issues heard from the residents. 
 
Mr. Baker addressed earlier in the discussion the reason for moving from R-1 was due to the size and 
the design for a septic tank community according to the ordinance.  
Mr. Baker stated about the schools, there were three with a capacity issue, and the kids from the 
proposed subdivision would be attending schools that do not have a capacity issue per the school board.  
 
Mr. Baker addressed the topic of crime and safety. The fire department was located directly across from 
the proposed property. He would not associate the said community as one to attract crime, typically 
with a mandated homeowners association where they maintain covenants and standards is where you 
would see a lower potential for crime.  
 
Mr. Baker said the community would have a loop for school buses to turn around to address the concern 
of a cul-de-sac. He addressed the noise and the property being located next to Joe Cowan Park. There 
would be no additional noise beyond the park.  
 
The right-of-away on Cliff Nelson is a public dedicated right-of-way, and he did not anticipate the need 
to expand. But if so, it would be discussed in the review process. Mr. Baker also shared there should not 
be a reason for a detour, but if so, it would be minimal. They were not bringing sewer or water across 
Cliff Nelson and would not need a road closure. Possibly, a temporary lane for ingress and digress for 
traffic improvements.  
 
Mr. Baker agreed there is a lack of affordable housing and would love to see more in Bartow County. Of 
course, it would not be appropriate for that location in Euharlee, but apartments are affordable. He did 
not think it was approachable for that site.  
 
Mr. Baker shared, it appeared, traffic was a big concern. However, Mr. Evans who is a member of the 
Planning and Zoning Commission, as well as, employed with DOT for 30 years stated, a community like 
that one would only generate seven to nine trips per day per home. He did not say that to be 
disingenuous because it matters. He said Mr. Evans shared in the September 13 meeting, that it was 
really a drop in the bucket. Mr. Baker said most people in that area are traveling to Rome, Georgia and 
the area is extremely attractive for those retiring fifty-five and over. Also, pre-covid to post covid a huge 
amount of people is working from home which is a flexible option, and not a huge influx of people that 
are following the typical things. They have no control over the Styles huge development on the south 
side.  
 
Mr. Baker said he was promoting to Euharlee, he has a good product, but some may not like it. 
However, the marketplace speaks loud and clear that says they want it. Are they willing to roll the dice 
on a 40-million-dollar investment? They believe there is a market, people want it, desire it, and they 
think Euharlee is the perfect place to do it. When you have access to the amenities to Joe Cowan Park, 
as referenced earlier, the shopping center that was vacant, this will help with the problem. 
Mr. Baker also addressed parking on the street. The homes will have a two-car garage and two 
additional spaces in the driveway.  
Mr. Baker said he wanted to address a few concerns. He knew he did it quickly, but he appreciated the 
time to do so. 
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Mayor Craig Guyton said there would be a second hearing two weeks from that night, on October 18th 
and concluded the public hearing. 
 
Approval of Minutes  
Council Member David Duncan motioned to approve the minutes for the City Council Meeting, 
September 6, 2022, and City Council Work Session September 20, 2022. Council Member Greg Free 
seconded the motion. The motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Building Inspection Fee Increase – Katie Gobbi 
Katie Gobbi, Community Development Director said the council had before them the same fees 
presented at the work session and requested approval for fee changes. Council Member Greg Free 
motioned to approve the fee increases. Council Member David Duncan asked why the fence and the 
electrical permit fees were not the same. Ms. Gobbi explained the restore power on the electrical 
permit was a new fee. They did not previously have the fee charge until a client in the clock towers had 
to have power restored. After reviewing the cost for the inspection, the $25 covers the building 
inspection and the same with the fence permit. The rate for the inspector has not increased in 14 years. 
David Duncan seconded the motion. The motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
Christmas Parade – Katie Gobbi 
Katie Gobbi, Community Development Director said as discussed in the previous work session she 
requested $1000 for the float competition in the Christmas Parade that will be on November 28th. The 
amount is broken down in smaller increments with hopes to expand the amount by partnering with local 
businesses. Joe Turner motioned to approve the $1000. Greg Free seconded the motion. The motion 
carried with all voting in favor. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
There were several public comments and concerns from residents that are summarized below: 
 

• The city charging $25 for mandatory trash service and whose idea was it. The funds would be to 
build the amphitheater. Also, Mayor Craig Guyton shared it was discussed but had not been 
brought back up. He will ensure that if it does, they will be informed. Mayor Guyton said that he 
brought it up years ago as a point of conversation and looking at numbers. He explained it would 
alleviate the number of trucks on the road and it would be a decrease in cost for the residents 
that currently pay for trash services. Mayor Guyton explained that Osborne Park is being 
redeveloped with an outdoor amphitheater. The gentleman also asked what if he chooses not to 
pay and carry his own trash. Mayor Guyton said it was not on the table for discussion and he did 
not know what a penalty would be. 

• Resident asked about different minimum lot sizes. The issue of growth was not going away and 
wanted to know how to get involved. Mayor Guyton said a week from that evening there would 
be a Planning and Zoning meeting on October 11th with an agenda item to reduce lot size that 
would connect to the sewer. 

• Development for Mobile Home Park and Apartments – James Stephens, City Manager added the 
owner of Eagle View has his property marketed to sell to another entity. The gentleman asked if 
the council would be the decision makers for rezoning and Mayor Guyton answered yes. 

• Improvements made to sewer and when will they offer to those not on sewer. Mayor Guyton 
explained it was a good question, but he did not have the answer. He asked Bartow County 
Water about the number of homes, the tap fee to sign up, the route, and plans for expansion. It 
currently runs down Euharlee Road, behind the school to the bridge area, up Covered Bridge 
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Road across the church property and with a manhole down-town. They would love to expand 
for all citizens. In Shaw Woods it would take 50% of the houses willing to tap on for $10,000. No 
specific plans. 

• Public safety mentioned earlier about the fire station being directly across from the new 
development. It is not about the location but the fire station capacity. It will be a substantial 
number of houses to what the fire station can manage. 

• Resident mentioned code enforcement issue with her livestock. Mayor Guyton asked her to call 
the city manager to discuss and if there is a process to appeal. 

• Asked about plans to hire more police officers and add bus transportation for children. Mayor 
Guyton said that he was not aware at that time about hiring more officers. 

• It was asked if the city owned property that was requesting to be developed. Mayor Guyton said 
4.43 acres; The Milam Bridge development was a different development. 

• Resident asked about the fire department jurisdiction, and the city planned events on the 
website. Katie Gobbi said the events are posted, but she would double check. 

• Proactive plans from the city on issues discussed from concerned citizens for safety and 
infrastructure down the road. 

• Date to update the bridge. Mayor Guyton said the proposed date is 2026. He also added a 
pedestrian access has always been needed and Euharlee will be able to walk across the bridge, 
and sidewalks on the other side of the river for kids who walk to school. 

• Citizen said thank you to the council for making them feel comfortable to ask questions. 
 
Council Member Joe Turner added normally there are only a few people at the council meetings 
which is a problem in the city. They need to attend meetings to let the council know their thoughts. 
 
Mayor Guyton said the council will do their best to answer all the questions. They live in the city as 
well. They have the same questions, and they look for the best answer. The citizen’s input is 
valuable to the council. He appreciated them being there.  
Council Member David Duncan thanked the citizens for showing up. The council needs their input to 
help make decisions. 
 
Council Member David Duncan motioned to adjourn. Joe Turner seconded the motion. The motion 
carried all voting in favor. 
 
With no further discussion the meeting adjourned at 8:47 pm. 
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CITY OF EUHARLEE  
CALLED CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

OCTOBER 18, 2022 
 
Mayor Craig Guyton opened the meeting with prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The following were present: Mayor Craig Guyton, Council Members Tim Abbott, David Duncan, Greg 
Free, Joe Turner, City Manager James Stephens, and Community & Economic Development Director 
Katie Gobbi. 
 
Woodland Middle School STEM Showcase  
Tia Wilkes said she was thankful for the city of Euharlee and what the city has done for the school, 
excited about the things coming up in the community, and thankful for the support. The sixth grade 
STEM project included all four subjects together into one, and the major subject on how to solve 
erosion. The 220 students participated with a two to three slide power point and a two-to-three-minute 
presentation. Members on the council and staff reviewed all 220 presentations. They selected three 
students Eli, Braxton, and Aubrey to share what America would look like, and presented to the council 
and residents. 
 
Mayor Craig Guyton said thank you to the three students for coming out and sharing with Euharlee. The 
sixth grade worked on erosion, seventh grade worked on food nutrition, and the eighth grade worked 
on a bridge project for the STEM project including them in the world problems and how to solve them. 
 
Public Hearing- 93 Cliff Nelson Road and Parcel No. 0034-0622-003 
Mayor Craig Guyton opened the second public hearing for 93 Cliff Nelson Road. They had six people to 
sign up and make comments in reference to the rezoning request for said property. The summarized 
comments, and discussions included similar concerns and some of the same sentiments from the 
previous hearing around traffic issues due to a high density development, added number of trips per 
day, traffic study for Cliff Nelson and Euharlee Road, current issues with the roads, infrastructure to 
support the new development two or three years down the road, the cost for the city and how the city 
plans to handle the traffic.  
 
There were concerns about the city owned property that is being considered for sell to the developer of 
the 93 Cliff Nelson Road project. The questions were asked if a public meeting was held, if the property 
was offered to the public or just to the developer, posted in the paper, was it subject to the sale of 
municipal property, and was the sale legal. The question was asked three times about the property and 
answered three times. It was explained the property was not up for sale, and the city was approached.  
The question was asked if the project fell through, would it open for more than just a residential 
development with a PUD. It was explained the PUD was with conditions, and any development would 
have to follow those conditions.  
 
The concern for safety was mentioned again, as well as, the concern that the high-density development 
does not fit the small-town community, and those that moved there for less traffic, cost of living, quality 
of living, and for retirement. The tree removal between Misty Ridge and said property was discussed 
again. This would disrupt privacy, and the peace that has been there for many years. There were 
concerns there may be a property tax increase, and if sewer would be offered to the other residents 
that are currently on septic tank. 
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It was asked for the council to take all the concerns that were addressed, all issues that were addressed, 
and to be handled with integrity. 
 
Adam Baker, the developer for the property discussed some of the highlighted points of the project and 
addressed some of the questions. He stated the vision was to develop a single-family residence 
governed by a mandatory HOA. He addressed the concerns in reference to the lot size and setbacks. He 
said, they went back to the engineer and asked them to re-design the sq. feet from 7500 sq ft. to 8000 
sq ft. per unit, and the set back from five to eight square feet; R-1 to PUD with additional conditions as 
needed. He also added they were okay with a 20% condition for a rental cap; maximum rental capacity 
of 20% to prevent a single-family rental community. He addressed the concerns about the PUD rezoning 
request and reassured that the condition as a single-family residential community eliminated those 
concerns to bring in other types of developments. He addressed a comment from the previous hearing 
that he felt was misleading about the acreage and the statistics. He wanted to be clear, he was not lying 
or making up a stat or trying to use anything to be misleading in any capacity. He stated there will be 
102 units divided by 36.78 that come to 2.77 per acre. In development, everyone knows that all acreage 
does not go to the lot; roads, ponds, curbs, and green space are all considered.  
 
Also mentioned was the concern for overcrowded schools, buses, and traffic. Mr. Baker re-assured them 
the three schools that would serve the community were not at capacity, the buses were not 
overcrowded in that area, and the traffic for the community based on a 30-year DOT employee, was 
minimal. 
 
Mr. Baker shared his thoughts on the crime concerns in the community. He said there are no guarantees 
any neighborhood will be without any type of crime. Usually, with the type of homes in that community 
with an HOA, tend not to have that concern. The neighbors and HOA self-police each other and create 
an environment where crime is deterred because of that.  
 
Mr. Baker wrapped up with a few points of interest. A 40-million-dollar investment in Euharlee could 
cover the 2-millon debt service and generate $30,000 in property tax; LOST/SPLOST is based on 
population and Bartow County is growing. If Euharlee does not grow it can lose some of the funding. He 
said there is a good builder for the project. If the project does not go well, he will be run out of Bartow 
County. He wants to do something nice they all can be proud of and serve the community well. He is not 
a fan of property tax, but property value. He wants to increase property values based on comparable. If 
it is not a good comparable, there is not an impact on surrounding areas. 
 
Council Member David Duncan asked about the Mr. Moore's driveway on the new plat. Mr. Baker said 
he currently has an easement over the Costlow property, and he has offered to fund him a personal 
driveway directly to his property in exchange of banding the easement.  
 
Council Member Joe Turner shared the number of rentals currently in the Westminster subdivision, and 
if the project moves forward, he liked the idea of fifteen to twenty percent rental limit.  
 
Council Member Greg Free stated when he was on the board of the HOA in Shaw Woods, they rewrote 
the covenant and there is a restriction that limits the percentage of rentals at 30%. 
 
Council Member Joe Turner some said people that buy new houses overextend themselves, he would 
like to see the percent enacted. He said personally, he does not like this and believes the traffic will be a 
problem. He does appreciate, during their discussion the eight thousand square feet and the eight 
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square feet setback. It is better than some of the other subdivisions in the county. He will not allow his 
personal opinion to interfere with the council.  
 
Mr. Baker added the covenant will be required to have a rental cap which will prevent all the units being 
rented. Council Member Turner asked if he bought a home how could the HOA tell him what he could 
do with his property. Mr. Baker explained the covenant and the fair housing act guidelines and laws. It is 
for unit and clarity when the guidelines are written. If not governed, there could be penalties. The 
association has the ability to file a lien if the penalties are not paid. People, who are okay with that, can 
live in those places or find a neighborhood that does not have those restrictions. 
  
Mayor Guyton closed the public hearing. 
 
UNFINISHED AND NEW BUSINESS 
 
Bid Tabulation - Mark Teal 
Mark Teal presented the bids received for the Frankie Harris Park project were SH Creel Contracting, 
$1,184,680.77; Calm Water LLC, 1,535,844; JH Benefield and Sons LLC, 902,741.49; and Place Services, 
1,301,776. The totals including running sewer and paving the existing sites. 
 
Council Member Joe Turner asked how they would run sewer to the existing eleven sites. Mr. Teal said 
all gravity around existing lots. Council Member Greg Free said with the rest of them being full hook-ups 
it replaces the cost of the dump station. Full hooks do not need a dump station. The twenty-six lots will 
be full service and asphalted. It is a lot for the money. Council Member Free said the maintenance on 
the dump station is costly and swapping it out at least they will have full hook-up and a lot less 
maintenance. 
Mr. Stephens added the contractor indicated he could get the work done in 120-days which would have 
them open in coming spring. 
 
Mayor Craig Guyton asked would it be better for them to vote pending after the review on references or 
table until the next meeting to take a vote. 
Mr. Stephens stated that Mr. Teal would be comfortable with a vote contingent to the references, but 
since the council will meet the next week that would take the pressure off and give him plenty of time. 
They received four bids and had seven plan holders. Mr. Stephens said he was excited and stated it was 
a competitive and a high-quality project for Euharlee. Council Member Tim Abbott motioned to table 
pending reference and take up at the October 25th called meeting. Council Member Greg Free seconded 
the motion. The motion carried with all voting in favor.  
 
Health Insurance Renewal - Parnick Jennings 
Parnick Jennings, NFP insurance representative was at the meeting to share the renewal information 
with the renewal recommendation for Chamber Anthem Smart Plan. He explained he had worked with 
the Georgia Chamber to try and get the Chamber Smart Plan. There were some health issues that 
concluded to become a member. This year he was able to get the city included. He stated Cigna + Oscar 
started out good but there were some issues. The Chamber Smart Plan was able to rate 30% less. The 
smart plan enrolls small business with fifty or less employees, and it is a great opportunity. He 
recommended the smart plan. James Stephens, city manager said the employees are excited about 
going with the Smart Plan after the experience with last year. He said Mr. Jennings did a great job 
getting the city in a plan that kept the rates affordable. The annual cost will be $187,000. Council 
Member Greg Free stated the world we live in now with benefits, good coverage is a good benefit. It is a 
good idea and appreciated Mr. Jennings bringing it forth. Council Member Tim Abbott said he 
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appreciated Mr. Jennings and Mr. Stephens working together. It does not hurt their hearts to see the 
staff with better benefits.  
 
Council Member David Duncan motioned to Chamber Anthem Smart Plan. Council Member Free 
seconded the motion. The vote carried all voting in favor. 
 
Osborne Park Playground - Butch Emerson 
Butch Emerson, resident of Euharlee, shared printouts from the internet with council. He said 
appreciated the opportunity to present a possible challenging field in Euharlee. After the due diligence 
from the city manager, it was determined to be a cost factor and that information was shared with the 
council. He stated as a businessman, and elected official he understood. However, he proposed to make 
them both happy. He asked as they proposed to upgrade the park if they would take in consideration 
people with special needs. He suggested an ADA bench and ADA swings to be included in the upgrade. It 
is a struggle for them to sit on the bench. He did share that the equipment is at Hamilton Crossing Park 
and in Emerson. He said it is a quality of life. He also asked not to use wood chips. The price would run 
less than $100,000.  
Council Member David Duncan said he liked the idea of the wheelchairs and asked about the double 
swing. Mr. Emerson said it is the same as a single ADA swing. Council Member Duncan liked the idea of 
the wheelchair. Mr. Stephens shared an experience with a challenged individual he was babysitting and 
how joyful to see him interact with other on ADA playground equipment.  
 
1st Reading Environmental Overlay - James Stephens 
James Stephens, City Manager stated on page 69, of the zoning ordinance, section 7.17 deals with the 
environmental overlay. Per the council’s instruction he worked with the Planning and Zoning 
Commission of potentially removing this portion of the zoning ordinance. This will be a first reading; 
however, the ordinance is 168 pages. The council can take more time, there is no pressure to make a 
decision. The P & Z Commission voted unanimously that section of the ordinance be withdrawn at their 
last meeting conducted last Tuesday and discussed over several meetings. No motion is needed for the 
first reading. 
 
Mayor Craig Guyton stated he was not interested in removing the overlay. They have two spots in the 
city it currently applies to. Keeping an extra green space in is his mind is not a bad idea. If they ever 
decide to do it in the future, they have P&Z's support. 
Council Member Tim Abbott stated that Mr. Stephens made a strong recommendation to the city, 
council and noted in the newspaper about the environmental overlay and can bring on a request for 
variations. He said publicly he agreed with the recommendations but concurs with the mayor. The time 
to remove it will come. He added, Mr. Stephens does a great job for the city and makes great 
recommendations. Council Member Abbott said he agreed with the intelligent wisdom and here will be 
another time sooner or later the city will have to consider. Council Member Greg Free stated that 
Council Member Abbott said it well. He would like to research more and become up to speed on some 
parts of it. 
 
Mayor Guyton stated at least three members of the council do not see a need for a second reading. Mr. 
Stephens said it was not time sensitive and they could start over with the first reading. 
From a transparency point, the public knows there will be two readings before it become effective. 
 
1st Reading Minimum Lot Size with Sewer - James Stephens 
James Stephens, City Manager stated the current minimum lot is 26,000 sq feet without sewer and 
15,000 square feet with sewer. He stated the P & Z worked on the topic for over two months and 
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accumulated what governments over Bartow County do compared to the 15,000-lot size. The last 
deliberation there was a quorum present, but the Chairman was unable to attend. There was a 
discussion about making the density three houses per acre. As Mr. Baker articulated, there are a lot of 
factors not just total acreage; streets, gutters, setbacks, curbs, and buffers are included. The P&Z 
recommended changing from 15,000 to 14,000 square feet. They were thinking 14,000 times three and 
that three homes could fit on an acre. The chairman was not present that night and it may also be 
appropriate to not schedule a second reading. Mr. Stephens said he works to the pleasure of the city 
council but thinks from the environmental standpoint and they now have sewer available, it may be 
wise to consider a smaller lot size, but by all means, it was not a rush. They have the capacity on the lift 
station they invested in, and it is not going to be used up by tomorrow morning. 
 
Council Member Joe Turner asked if it would have anything to do with the PUD and Mr. Stephens said 
no because of the conditions on the PUD. Council Member Greg Free used Mr. Emerson's words, if you 
are going to do it do it right. They need to look at other lot sizes in the county; they have multiple sizes 
and densities. They should do their homework before making a decision and a new ordinance to make 
sure they do it right. After hearing the recommendation there is some more homework to be done. 
Council Member Abbott said sewer lot sizes are considerably smaller and 14,000-15,000 square feet is 
not smaller, so he agreed with Council Member Free it was not a decision to be made at that time and 
does not need a second reading. Mayor Craig Guyton said there was no second reading needed. 
 
2nd Reading 93 Cliff Nelson Road - Mayor Craig Guyton 
Mayor Craig Guyton stated it was the 2nd Reading for the public hearing that was heard earlier. Council 
Member Tim Abbott asked Mr. Baker who would maintain the access to Joe Cowan Park if the PUD was 
approved. Mr. Baker stated anything on the property line on the plan showed where it would terminate 
into the park. He stated the HOA would be responsible for maintaining up to that point. Once in the 
common area space it would be the city's responsibility. 
 
Council Member David Duncan asked if it were public access between lots 20 and 21 and asked if the 
sewer would go between space 36 and 37. Mr. Baker answered yes, the sewer easement and access. It 
would probably include a locked gate or stay open. They want access for the community to enter by foot 
opposed to driving around.  
 
Council Member Turner asked if the tree line had to come down. Mr. Baker said he and his business 
partner reviewed it and believe they could avoid a lot of the trees because the topography is flat. The 
old and the new community want privacy, as well as, moving trees are an added expense. Council 
Member Turner asked if they were willing to put up a privacy fence. Mr. Baker said for a privacy fence 
you would have to remove the trees and the goal is not to take the trees down, few as possible, and 
there is no incentive to take them down. Council Member Turner asked if they agreed on the eight 
thousand square feet and eight feet from the curb, how far would that go back into the trees. Mr. Baker 
said with the typical depth and setback you are still talking 60 to 80 feet in the back yard before the end 
of the property. Council Member Duncan asked Euharlee resident Ms. Smith the depth of the trees in 
the back yard, and she was not sure. She said there is a fence and lots of pine and pear tree, but she did 
not know how many feet. Mr. Munday stated about 150 feet. Mr. Baker said the closest house to the 
tree line was about one hundred feet and some as far as 250 feet. The tree line is ninety feet in depth of 
the property line. Some of the trees extend into the neighbor’s yard and some about 80 to 90 feet on 
the city's property. 
 
Council Member Tim Abbott made a motion to approve on 93 Cliff Nelson, the PUD rezone request, with 
the conditions included, and the two new conditions of HOA 20% for rentals and to have the extra 
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coverage for single family dwelling. Council Member Greg Free seconded the motion. The council voted 
4-0 with one abstention. In the city's charter an abstention is the equivalent of a yes vote. 
 
Council Member Turner said he did not like it, but they cannot go against the ordinance, and he is voting 
for it. Mr. Stephens asked Council Member Duncan did he have a conflict and by all means he had the 
right to abstain. Council Member Duncan stated he was of like Council Member Turner not liking the 
idea, but the citizens put him in the seat. He likes to listen to them, and they have changed him back and 
forth. He said that is why he abstained from voting. 
 
Road Striping Bids - James Stephens 
James Stephens, City Manager stated he was instructed to have bids for street thermal paint and street 
paint. It is .15 per linear foot for road paint and .23 per linear hydrostatic paint. Euharlee has 24.1 miles 
road in the city incorporated areas which calculates to 38744 linear feet to stripe. Covered Bridge Road 
and Milam Bridge may need re-surfacing before striping. It would cost $87,801 to paint the entire city 
with thermal paint and $57,261 with regular paint. He is prepared to develop a plan of action by road, 
for council to approve on the November 1st meeting, related to the budget amendment in a future 
meeting with the millage, and could cover this project without using LMIG funds and save the LMIG 
funds to re-surfacing Milam Bridge or Covered Bridge Road once the construction at Osborne Park is 
completed. 
Council Member Joe Turner asked if Cliff Nelson Road needed to be repaired. Mr. Stephens said 
apparently there is one section that needs some good attention greater than cold patch that was 
mentioned. He said he would get with Mr. Shepherd, and they would look into it.  
Mayor Craig Guyton said to bring it back to the meeting with the roads, they need to restripe now and 
do not include the roads that need to be resurfaced before striping. Mr. Stephens said he recommended 
going with the thermal paint. He said, Council Member Turner will recall when they did the stop bars not 
using the thermal paint and they faded quickly. Council Member Turner said he agreed with using the 
thermal paint. Also, the city is in a better financial position than they were seven to eight years ago. He 
asked if there was $15,000 set aside that was never used. Mr. Stephens said there is a balance of LMIG 
funding. Council Member David Duncan asked what the estimate would be using thermal paint. 
Mr. Stephens answered $87,801. 
 
Public Comments 
Marshal Aiken, resident of Euharlee asked about changing the council into voting districts due to growth 
in a meeting for open discussion either now or later. Mayor Craig Guyton said to add it to the November 
work session. They had the discussion before. Mr. Stephens said, Mr. Pettit, when Mr. Worthington was 
in office, reached out to the state and based on population Shaw Woods could end up picking up the 
seats and Mr. Worthington dropped it. Mayor Guyton said if you are assuming the mayor would be a 
city-wide vote you would have four districts. With population, Shaw Woods would have three council 
seats and possibly the mayor’s seat. He always said Shaw Woods makes up the majority and there 
should never be more than three from Shaw Woods. Council Member Joe Turner said he thought it 
would be only three districts. Mr. Stephens said the discussion with Mr. Pettit and Mr. Worthington; it is 
hard to get people to run for office. 
Marshall Aiken also mentioned from the previous discussion, the property line where the tree is, if you 
wanted access to the park, you would need a fence line to prevent safety issues. 
 
Council Member David Duncan motioned to adjourn the meeting. Council Member Greg Free seconded 
the motion. The motion carried with all voting in favor.  
 
With no further discussion the meeting adjourned at 9:05 pm.  
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CITY OF EUHARLEE 
CALLED CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

OCTOBER 25, 2022 
 
Mayor Craig Guyton called the meeting to order. City Manager James Stephens led prayer, followed with 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The following were present: Mayor Craig Guyton, Council Members Tim Abbott, Greg Free, David 
Duncan, Joe Turner, City Manager James Stephens, and Economic Development Director Katie Gobbi. 
  
Public Hearing - Etowah Bend Rezoning Application 
Mayor Craig Guyton stated the applicant had asked for some time to amend their application. It will go 
back before the Planning & Zoning Commission in a future meeting and come back before council if 
necessary. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Frankie Harris Park Bids - Mark Teal 
Mark Teal stated after contacting all the references from the low bidder, they sent a letter noting an 
error in bidding. The grading bid went from $26,000 to $159,000. They asked for the council to accept 
the bid with the increase in grading price or allow them to withdraw their bid. Mr. Teal said they could 
not accept the revised bid. Mayor Craig Guyton said that would not be fair to the other bidders.  
The second lowest bid amount was $1,184,680.77 with SH Creel Contracting. He contacted their 
references. They use CROY Engineers out of Powder Springs. They said SH Creel was their number one 
contractor. They had nothing but good things to say. He talked with the city engineer in Rome and they 
worked with SH Creel on a couple of contracts and highly recommended them and nothing bad said 
about them. The city of Smyrna, Ardito Construction who has been one of SH Creel's sewer companies 
for year, and the sewer company for the city of Smyrna for over 20 years and they bid out every year. 
They had nothing but good things to say about them. Mr. Teal's recommendation would be to award the 
contract to SH Creel in the amount of $1,184,680.77. 
 
Council Member David Duncan asked why they marked out the lowest bidder and was it because of the 
grading. Mr. Teal stated miscalculation in grading, and they cannot change the price after bidding.  
James Stephens, City Manager said they calculated square yards instead of square feet and the number 
was nine times lower. He also added that the council understood the price included full service for all 
the additional sites and the 11 sites full service as well. It is a little higher than the budgeted number, 
but it makes all the sites full-service hook-up and saves cost from putting in a dump station along the 
road. Mayor Guyton asked if it included paving the 11 sites. Mr. Stephens said yes.  
Council Member Joe Turner asked how they would pay for this, and Mr. Stephens said SPLOST and ARPA 
funds, but predominantly SPLOST. Council Member Duncan asked for a start date. Mr. Stephens said it 
was a 120-day contract, so if approved that night, there is one rental the upcoming weekend at the park, 
and then they will put a notice to proceed out as soon as the attorney signs off on the final contract. It 
will open early spring. Mr. Teal said it will take a couple of weeks for them to get all their paperwork in 
after they are given the notice of award. Mr. Stephens said there will be no construction until after 
Thanksgiving. 
 
Council Member Greg Free motioned to extend the contract to SH Creel Contractors for the camp sites 
at Frankie Harris Park. Council Member Tim Abbott seconded the motion. The motion carried with all 
voting in favor. 
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1stReading Etowah Bend Rezoning Application - James Stephens 
Applicant asked for more time to amend application. 
 
Public Comments 
Jim Thibault, a resident of Euharlee stated he would use the time to get a couple of things out. At the 
last Planning and Zoning meeting the owners of Etowah Bend were asked if they had any type of plans, 
they could look at. The owner stated it would not be economically feasible when zoning has not been 
worked out. Mr. Thibault said they had to exist, and the owner was misleading the planning and zoning 
department. He went out and made copies of a plan to build 277 homes to what was originally 
supposed to be 28 tracts. If there is an option B, and evidently there is an option A. The lot size is 15,000 
which would require the RE-1 they received before. For public record as requested by the city manager 
Mr. Thibault read block four on the plan which read Smith Douglas, 110 Village, Trail, Suite 250, 
Woodstock. He stated the project was for Etowah Bend Subdivision. He wants to say that Smith Douglas 
is the one having issues on Euharlee Road with the mud bath. Mr. Thibault said it speaks volume to what 
the developer thinks about the council, planning, and zoning. Also, in the meeting it was noted there are 
196 owners of the property. The way it was tabled in the meeting by the developer was away to draw 
compassion from the planning and zoning members. He believed it was mentioned as 196 owners who 
are a part of McWhorter Holdings and retirements were at risk and they need to maximize profits. Mr. 
Thibault spoke with Mr. Stephens and all 196 need to be disclosed as the ordinance reads. It allows the 
citizens, P&Z, and the council to know those who are voting, do not have any conflicts and he was not 
pointing fingers. It is a matter of transparency.  
 
Mr. Stephens stated he was speaking with Attorney Boyd Pettit in pursuant to that question. Mr. 
Thibault said also during the meeting he learned under the ordinance section 15.2-5, when a developer 
approaches P&Z, there is a word, may include what the drawing should look like. He said if he were in 
the position and did not receive a plan, he would not infringe on the existing citizens to help with 
development. He recommended changing the word from may, to shall, to have the proper insight to 
what they are approving. The zoning administrator is second coming and can override. He understood 
Mr. Stephens is the zoning administrator.  
 
Mr. Thibault also asked for existing and official zoning maps and if he could access online. Mr. Stephens 
explained he would have access on-line through QPublic through Bartow County Tax Assessors, but it 
would not be deemed official. Mr. Thibault had not been able to locate anything that showed where the 
parcels were zoned and that is a dangerous precedent from a legal standpoint. Something has to be 
done because the citizens are unaware. He thanked the council for hearing him and asked that they 
really listen to the citizens because it had gotten out of hand. 
 
Jeff Kamke, a resident of Euharlee had concerns about repairs needed on Milam Circle. He also asked if 
council approved the plate readers in Euharlee. Mayor Guyton explained the council voted on the school 
cameras; the company added the plate readers. Mr. Kamke asked about the subdivisions and if they are 
looking at what is best for the citizens or for revenue. Mayor Guyton said the citizens. 
 
Council Member Joe Turner said Milam Bridge Road was requested to be rezoned to RE-1 and was 
agricultural. Mr. Stephens explained in 2007 there was a zoning map that was approved subsequent to a 
12-moratorium that was put in place. The zoning map was approved at the conclusion of the 
moratorium and at the same time, the environmental overlay was put in place - all the property 
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discussed in the last two weeks was zoned R-1. In 2018, approximately 56 acres along Milam Bridge 
Road was rezoned to RE-1 that Mr. Thibault put in the records. 
 
Lehmann Smith, a resident of Euharlee stated in 2007 he bought property that was zoned agricultural. 
When you rezone you have it posted and property owners are informed. He found it hard to believe that 
all the farmers came together and decided to rezone from A-1 to R-1. He wanted to know if it was done 
correctly. He is taxed by Bartow County as A-1 but taxed for agricultural purposes. In the P&Z meeting 
the chair said it went from A-1 to RE-1, and if it was R-1 why changes it to RE-1 when you can do the 
same development. Mayor Guyton said they wanted RE-1 for estate lots and assuming not wanting to 
do sidewalks and other stuff. They wanted residential estate opposed to residential. 
Katie Gobbi, Economic Development Director stated, according to the minutes in 2007, the May 31st 
minutes stated the legal notifications were published and no one attended the hearing. Mayor Guyton 
says they have to believe it was posted properly and the hearings were held. Mr. Stephens stated at the 
P&Z meeting he said three different times from R-1 to RE-1.  
Mayor Guyton said in 2018 when he was on the council it was R-1 to RE-1. The first map in 2007 was R-
1. The vote in 2018 would supersede. They continued discussing back and forth and reiterating the 
records and the zoning map. 
 
Mr. Thibault wanted to request city records for the meeting, signs, and payments for advertisement for 
the May 31st meeting. He did not want to involve lawyers. Mayor Guyton said all the records are 
available to the public. 
 
Council Member David Duncan motioned to adjourn the meeting. Council Member Greg Free seconded 
the motion. The motioned carried all voting favor.  
 
With no further discussion the meeting adjourned at 7:33 pm. 
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CITY OF EUHARLEE  

CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
NOVEMBER 01, 2022 

 
Mayor Craig Guyton called the meeting to order. Council Member Tim Abbott led prayer, followed with 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The following were present: Mayor Craig Guyton, Council Members Tim Abbott, Greg Free, David Duncan, 
Joe Turner, and City Manager James Stephens. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Council Member David Duncan motioned to approve the minutes for the City Council Meeting, October 
4, 2022, Called City Council Meeting, October 18, 2022, and the Called City Council Meeting, October 25, 
2022. Council Member Greg Free seconded the motion. The motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
Police Department Simulator Grant - Chief Jody Matthews 
Police Chief Jody Matthews said back in August the Governor’s Office sent out a grant opportunity for a 
FY23 Police Officer Training Program to apply for with four categories. He previously had a company that 
came out and did a use of force simulator demonstration that he was trying to purchase for the police 
department. He applied for the very same simulator with the grant and was approved for the full amount 
of $40,100. 
 
Police Department Certification Presentation - GACP 
Chuck Grover, Coordinator for the State Certification program, of Georgia said it was an honor for him to 
be there to present the Euharlee Police Department with their initial state certification. 
  
He stated over the years law enforcement has been beaten up by the media and from society about things 
they have done and did not do. Some of it being their fault, and their own worst enemies. What happened 
in Minnesota two years ago was a black eye for law enforcement, but that was the tip of the iceberg of 
what law enforcement does; 99.9% of law enforcement is what the city has at Euharlee, professional, 
well-trained officers that try to do the right things for the right reasons. The certification program is all 
about best practices. It has been around for 25 years and started in the mid 90’s. If counting the agencies 
that are certified and the ones that are in the process of being certified it is about 280 in the state which 
is impressive. 
 
Back at the end of May when President Biden issued an Executive Order on Excellence in Policing, majority 
of that dealt with federal law enforcement. It did not deal with state or local. Section 19 talks about a 
state accreditation or state certification program. It will require every state to have a program and Georgia 
has had one for 25 years. In addition to that it will affect local, state, tribal and territorial law enforcement. 
It will cover everybody that is not federal. The good thing about it, because Georgia already has a program, 
they are ahead of the game. As Chief Matthews mentioned earlier, he received a grant for a firearm 
system. The Executive Order directs the attorney general guidelines that every state, if they are not state 
certified, and not involved in accreditation certification will not be eligible for any DOJ discretionary 
grants. You must be part of the process, or you will be left behind. The good thing is, what they are doing 
in Euharlee tonight is especially important not just for them as city leaders, but also for the citizens of 
Euharlee. The program is about best practices. They have 141 state standards that cover the aspects of 
law enforcement, and the police department has written their policies in accordance with those 
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standards. In addition to that, they have trained their employees to follow those policies and procedures. 
When they go out, do what they are supposed to do, and follow the policies and procedures to the letter, 
the chances of the police department and the city being sued in a frivolous lawsuit is almost zero. If you 
get your liability insurance is through GARMA, Georgia Municipal Association, because you are state 
certified you will receive a 20% discount on liability insurance premiums which could be a significant 
amount of money.  
 
Mr. Grover asked Bill Kirkendall, a Major with Liberty County to stand. He was the team leader for the 

onsite review. It is an important day for the police department, the leaders, and the citizens. They should 

be immensely proud of what the police department has accomplished. The reason is asked, why do you 

do this. Would you go to a hospital that did not meet certain standards for healthcare? Would you send 

your kids or grandkids to a college that did not meet accreditation for higher education? The same analogy 

in law enforcement, the department chooses to do this, they must earn it, and it is not given to them. 

Mr. Grover presented the plaque for the department to Chief Jody Matthews. It read, for the Euharlee 

Police Department from October 13, 2022, to October 12, 2025. It was signed by the Governor, the 

President of the Georgia Association of Chief of Police, the Chair of the Joint Review Committee, President 

of the Georgia Sheriff, and the Executive Director of the Georgia Association of the Chief of Police. He 

congratulated the Chief and the department. Mr. Grover said it was a top to bottom department 

involvement. There was one person that pulled it all together which is the certification manager. The 

certificate of appreciation was presented to Lieutenant Allen McNelis. Mr. Grover provided them with a 

coin and a brochure. The coin represents the six cornerstones of the program, and that is what you want 

your agency to be: professional, transparent, operational, with guidance, liability protection, and with 

positive community support. They received two special challenge coins for the department, and one went 

to the Chief and one to the Certification Manager. 

Council Member David Duncan asked all the officers to come forward for a group picture. Each of them 

played a big part.  

Mayor Craig Guyton said to Chief Matthews the city is fortunate and proud to have him and all the officers 

who take their oath very serious. 

There were no public comments. 

Council Member David Duncan motioned to adjourn. Council Member Greg Free seconded the motion. 

The motion carried with all voting in favor. 

With no further discussion the meeting adjourned at 7:18 pm. 
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CITY OF EUHARLEE 
CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION MINUTES 

NOVEMBER 15, 2022 
 

Mayor Craig Guyton called the meeting to order. Council Member David Duncan led prayer, followed 
with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The following were present: Mayor Craig Guyton, Council Members Tim Abbott, Greg Free, David 
Duncan, Joe Turner, and City Manager James Stephens. 
 
Resolution for Euharlee Elementary School – Mayor Craig Guyton 
Mayor Craig Guyton read a resolution in honor of the Euharlee Elementary School recognizing their 
accomplishment of being named by the Georgia Department of Education as a Title I Distinguished 
School for the previous academic year. Mayor Craig Guyton, the City Council and the citizens of Euharlee 
congratulated the administrators, teachers, parents, and students for such a great accomplishment and 
exemplary performance. 
 
Council Member Greg Free motioned to approve the resolution. Council Member David Duncan 
seconded the motion. The motion carried with all voting in favor. 
 
Mayor Guyton presented the resolution to school administrators, who were present at the meeting, Mr. 
Bishop, Ms. Smith, and Mr. Emerson. 
 
Mr. Butch Emerson said thank you on behalf of the Board of Education for recognizing the Euharlee 
Elementary School. It is a wonderful school with great team efforts with one goal in mind. He recognized  
Mr. Bishop and Ms. Smith as great administrators and thanked them for the great job they do every day. 
Mr. Emerson said thank you to Euharlee municipality for recognizing the school. It is a big deal.  
 
Council Member Tim Abbott stated he loves when there is an opportunity to recognize the schools. He 
was not a good student growing up, but wanted to thank them because there were teachers and leaders 
who treated him with kindness and patience when he did not deserve, and he appreciated the 
investment. He offered them encouragement and thanked them for being those types of people. It was 
an opportunity for him to acknowledge them publicly. 
 
Mr. Bishop stated the school has great teachers that love the community. It is a combined effort from 
teachers, parents and students working together with the support of the school board. The school 
system accomplished a lot during the first year of the pandemic, and it came from them working 
together. He thanked the council for acknowledging them and for their time and support. 
 
FY23 Budget Review - City Manager James Stephens 
City Manager, James Stephens stated the council had before them a budget message required pursuant 
to Section 6.25 of the city charter. Also included was the budget ordinance, which will be considered the 
1st reading. The total budget amount by funds included General Fund- $2,596,700, SPLOST Fund- 
$615,000, EPD Special Fund- $42,192, Info Tech Fund- $9,225 and the Enterprise Fund- $150,000 which 
is the campground fund he proposed for this year.  
Mr. Stephens discussed highlights of the budgets; under the category streets and highways, $137,000 in 
the general fund to take care of street markings and resurfacing. The revenue calculation comes in at 
$2,596,700 which is an 18.6% increase over the 2022 budget. It is driven by an increase of LOST revenue, 
TAVT tax revenue, and the increase of building permits based on the activities that have been presented 
in Euharlee. The city implemented a millage rate based on the amended fund balance policy in place. 
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The expenditures include an increase in compensation for the police department, and all staff with the 
exception of the city manager. He discussed the campground enterprise fund, and all the materials are 
on order for the 15 additional sites, and to update the 11 sites to full-service hook-ups. He used a 
conservative revenue figure of $50 per night; however, the full-service hook-up is worth more. He 
calculated 150 days with 80 occupancies, starting at the end of April for opening. Next year he 
anticipates the number to grow to $200,000 for full year. He was excited about the revenue stream, and 
the opportunities to consider the 17 acres, and other capital projects. The campground will draw 
people, and the city will be able to put in for a hotel and motel tax which will provide funds for 
advertisement. Mr. Stephens stated the budget is a substantial increase but overall, a conservative 
budget. He and Mayor Craig Guyton have apprehensions over the continued health of LOST. It has run 
over 15% for the last 12 months. The LOST increase is based on a 10% increase and reduced by $100,000 
based on the new tax distribution certificate that was put in place which will take effect in January. The 
10% is a conservative increase, and will be monitored very closely.  
Mr. Stephens stated again it was the 1st reading for the FY23 budget. There will be time to make 
amendments to the proposed budget prior to the 2ndreading on December 13th. The meeting was 
changed due to the runoff election on December 6th. There will also be a public hearing on Tuesday, 
November 29th at 4:00pm. The notices and public hearings were changed accordingly. Council Member 
Joe Turner asked if a copy of the budget would be available for the general public, and Mr. Stephens 
answered yes. 
 
Discussion for Potential Districts - Mayor Craig Guyton 
Mayor Craig Guyton asked resident Marshall Aiken, who mentioned in a previous meeting about 
possible districts in Euharlee, to come up front. Mr. Aiken stated that people were contacting him, and 
he figured he would go straight to the source. 
Mayor Guyton said he did not have a problem with the discussion based on the new numbers that 
includes Westminster. He stated it is roughly 4800 residents with the assumption of four districts with 
1000 to 1400 for each district, give or take and assuming the mayor is at large. Mayor Guyton stated 
from last five elections, three have been non-contested. If you cannot get but two at large, how can you 
get four. Currently, if they had districts, two of the council members present would not be there 
because they are in the same districts. Mayor Guyton said that would be a concern not having 
representation for the four districts. Mr. Aiken said he understood, and he does not know why citizens 
called him instead of calling the council. The council was elected to have the discussion. Mayor Guyton 
said it had been discussed in the past. 
 
Council Member Greg Free asked, besides Cartersville, are there any other municipalities in the county 
that have districts or just Cartersville. Adairsville may or may not have districts.  
Council Member Tim Abbott asked the why, and what problem was being addressed. Marshall Aiken 
stated it was said last week, and some of the residents think the council will be an extension of Shaw 
Woods HOA. Council Member Abbott asked what problem was being addressed. The human beings are 
different in different neighborhoods. He was not trying to be rough on Mr. Aiken, and he did not have to 
answer if he did not want to, but for the record to ask them why. Mr. Aiken said several people on the 
other side of the river thinks they get ignored more than those on this side which is one of the 
complaints. He explained the concerns of no sidewalks, and it keeps being put off because of the bridge. 
He also mentioned near the trailer park people walking out in the road at night; do something so people 
do not have to walk in the road. Council Member Abbott said the problems were worth addressing. 
 
Council Member Joe Turner mentioned when Dennis Thayer was mayor, there was a big discussion 
about sidewalks. Mayor Guyton said it was discussed several times. Council Member Turner said he does 
not see why it cannot be addressed because the city is currently financially stable. In remodeling, when 
something is removed it is put back. If for some reason the builders start building apartments, there will 
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be a lot of people in the road. He was not saying the city had to build the sidewalk at that time but does 
not think it needs to be removed from the conversation. James Stephens, City Manager stated the 
developer would participate when that day happens.  
 
Council Member Free stated he agreed with Mr. Aiken, sidewalks are important, and he would love to 
see them be able to connect the whole community via on foot, on bike, and has always been important 
to him. He stated, he did not think it matters who is sitting in the council seats, the problems can be 
addressed. A valid concern can be addressed by anybody. Mr. Aiken said again, it was from the residents 
on the other side of the bridge, and he was relaying what he was told. Council Member Free said it is a 
good discussion, and he agreed with the mayor. The only concern would be, and he equated it to the 
HOA since it was mentioned, everybody loves to have great ideas until it is time to volunteer to step up 
to do them, and people disappear. He said, if the city had districts, would citizens show up to qualify.  
 
Mayor Guyton stated the last five councils the majority have been from the area Mr. Aiken mentioned. 
Mr. Aiken repeated he was not for or against it, people were talking to him about it, and he said he 
would share with the council.  
 
Council Member David Duncan asked about the population per subdivision to determine districts. Mayor 
Guyton stated Shaw Woods would have one and another small piece in another district. Mr. Stephens 
continued, on the other side of the river, you would have Cliffhanger, Westminster, and the small 
population behind Anna's, the Milam Bridge area, and then everything on the west side to Covered 
Bridge Road could make up a fourth district. It would be close to 1000-1400 people in each. Mayor 
Guyton said one would have 1300, and one would have 900. It splits it up to answer his question. He 
said it has been 20 plus years since someone from the west side has run for council. Mr. Aiken said the 
council had the discussion, and people will leave him alone.  
 
Mayor Guyton said if people from all over the city will run for office, he would entertain the discussion. 
The concern now is not enough people are currently running for office of the council. Mr. Stephens 
stated a year ago before Shaw Woods it was the river delegation; David Duncan and Steve Worthington 
lives closer than the three from Shaw Woods.  
Mayor Guyton stated if the city continues to grow and more people step up to run, he would not have a 
problem with representation from different areas.  
 
Council Member Turner asked about state guidelines, if it was based on population, and why four 
districts. Mayor Guyton answered it was based on the number of council seats plus the mayor. He would 
not be in favor of enlarging the council or shrinking it. Mr. Stephens said if it were approved, it would go 
to the Department of Justice for a final sign off before it could take effect.  
 
Tag Readers - Chief Jody Matthews 
Chief of Police, Jody Matthews, stated to correct the misconceptions, the equipment in question is not a 
speed camera, but tag readers that does not issue citations. An officer would have to be alerted if there 
were some types of violation; an example would be a stolen vehicle. The officer would have to find that 
vehicle and make the stop. It helps the officer to locate a vehicle. Mayor Craig Guyton asked if it was an 
instant alert. Chief Matthews said within seconds, almost live. Council Member David Duncan asked how 
long it takes officers to get the alert, and does it come over on the computer. Chief Matthews instantly 
and yes. It also sends a picture of the vehicle. 
 
He provided council with a copy of the Georgia Code Title 35 the law; GA Code 35-1.22. Chief Matthews 
read several parts of the code: 
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a.5 which is the definition of "Person" means an individual, corporation, company, partnership, firm, 
association, joint venture, or any unincorporated association or group. 
 
 b. Law enforcement agencies may collect captured license plate data. Such data shall be stored 
immediately, and not accessed except for a law enforcement purpose. All such data collected shall be 
destroyed no later than 30 months after such data were originally collected unless such data are the 
subject matter of a toll violation or for law enforcement purpose.  
 
d.2 Nothing in this Code section shall be construed to preclude a law enforcement agency from 
contracting with a person to hold or maintain captured license plate data for such law enforcement 
agency; provided, however, that such person shall be subject to the policies of the law enforcement 
agency and paragraph (1) of this subsection. 
 
Chief Matthews stated on April 6, 2021, the city of Euharlee went into an agreement with Blue Line 
Solutions and pointed out that BLS was obligated to provide routine maintenance of automated speed 
enforced equipment and respond timely to equipment repairs. BLS will provide an equal amount of 
automated license plate recognition cameras, and the same number of automated speeds enforced 
systems under this agreement at no additional charge to the city as long as this agreement remains in 
effect. Additional automated license plate readers may be purchased as Section 14 reads in this 
agreement. BLS provided two cameras, and it takes time to get them set up and working properly at no 
extra cost.  
 
Chief Matthews shared a couple of success stories from the city of Powder Springs where he was 
previously employed. He stated within two weeks of having the cameras there was a kidnapping of two 
children. The tag number was entered into the system and received eighteen alerts up to South 
Carolina. The kidnapper was a family member and recovered the two children.  
In another case, there was a shooting in a high crime area and received a description of a red Dodge 
truck. The tag number was retrieved for the red truck coming out of that neighborhood and made the 
arrest. There are a lot of success stories using this ALPR equipment.  
Chief Matthews said the equipment is at no cost to the city or the citizens of Euharlee. It is wonderful 
technology for them to use.  
 
Council Member David Duncan asked him to repeat the section he shared that no citations will be 
issued. Mayor Craig Guyton asked about agencies that have the machines on their vehicles. Chief 
Matthews stated a lot of agencies have gone away from that because of the cost to put them on and off 
the vehicles. It is a stationary system, and he hopes in the future the department can add more of them. 
Council Member Greg Free said he imagined over the years with different states using these systems 
they been found to be constitutional. Chief Matthews answered yes. Mayor Guyton asked the cost. 
Chief Matthews said $2,500 per camera per year, and was not sure if maintenance is included.  
 
Golf Cart Ordinance - Council Member Tim Abbott   
Council Member Tim Abbott stated what he would like for the council to consider, support, and to ask 
the city manager what it might look like for a golf cart ordinance for established neighborhoods. It came 
to his attention of a neighborhood that cannot ride their golf carts because there was no ordinance. He 
is not sure of the why, but it does sound reasonable if one neighborhood has a golf cart ordinance, how 
might it expand an ordinance to established neighborhoods.  
 
Mayor Craig Guyton asked what neighborhood. Council Member Abbott said Hunter's Landing. Mayor 
Guyton said if he is not mistaken, the subdivision would need to apply. Council Member Abbott said 
they had and was told there was no ordinance for Hunter's Landing. The discussion is not needed if you 
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are saying the golf cart ordinance applies to all the neighborhoods. The council shared that each 
neighborhood would have to apply. Council Member Abbott stated, there is nothing to talk about. 
Mayor Guyton said there are some neighborhoods that cannot drive them because of safety. City 
Manager, James Stephens said there is a state code that requires a traffic study. Milam Bridge applied, 
but it was not approved because of the traffic study. 
 
Council Member Joe Turner said his concern is how to regulate them, and the pressure it places on the 
police department. They must admit even in Shaw Woods there are teenagers running around on golf 
carts without driver’s license. They are putting a big responsibility on the police department to monitor. 
He stated a lot of subdivisions do not have HOA's.  
 
Council Member Greg Free stated there is nothing in the Shaw Woods HOA covenant that says anything 
about golf carts. It would be the city ordinance.  
 
Council Member Abbott said he spoke with each of them about the golf carts and evidently, he was not 
clear all they have to do is apply. Chief Matthews said he thinks the biggest part of it is the speed study 
the applicants are required to pay. Mr. Stephens said it is required by state code for a traffic study.  
 
Council Member Free asked a hypothetical question, if all subdivisions applied and did a speed study 
how many would qualify. Mr. Stephens said almost all of them. Milam Bridge was just a long stretch that 
was an exception. Council Member Free named a few of the established neighborhoods that would 
likely apply. Craig Guyton asked Mr. Stephens if he remembered the cost for the speed study and he 
thought it was around $2,700 when they did Milam Bridge.  
 
Council Member Abbott apologized but he wanted to be very clear. Mayor Guyton said the speed study 
is part of the application. Council Member Abbott asked, if an individual comes from a neighborhood to 
apply and a speed study has not been done, what do you tell them? Mayor Guyton stated without an 
HOA, members of the subdivision would have to come together and pay for a speed study. Council 
Member Abbott said again to be clear; you can apply, but you must get a speed study completed. Mayor 
Guyton said that was correct. 
 
Overnight Parking- Council Member Tim Abbott 
City Manager James Stephens shared that the Planning and Zoning Commission had already started the 
process for a parking ordinance. Council Member Tim Abbott shared his request for a city ordinance for 
overnight parking. He would love for P&Z to make a recommendation in detail what time it starts and 
what time it stops. In his neighborhood overnight parking can become a security hazard for rainy 
mornings.  
 
Council Member Joe Turner stated HOA has been mentioned several times; if overnight parking is a 
problem, then it is something that can be addressed within the subdivision. In some subdivisions people 
have work trucks and buses; he did not say they needed to be lined up on the street. If someone has a 
pick-up and a trailer that he works out of with a two-car garage, but does not have the space that could 
create a problem for a worker.  
 
Council Member Greg Free asked if the city had a parking ordinance that would prohibit from parking in 
the yard. In an HOA protective neighborhood, you cannot park in the yard. Mr. Stephens said there was 
not, other than the corrosion ordinance; parking in the yard is eroding the vegetation.  
 
Council Member Free said for him it would be the safety part of it. He runs some mornings and in other 
neighborhoods. If you come from behind a car parked on the road, it is dangerous. He asked Police Chief 
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Jody Matthews if he had worked somewhere that had an overnight parking ordinance, and how did it 
help or hurt the department. Chief Matthews said yes, and it is a big safety issue. The cars that are 
parked on the street are targets for people to break in them, not to mention fire trucks or ambulances 
trying get through. The ordinance stated no cars were allowed to park on the street more than four 
hours unless the driveway was full. There are multiple ways it can be written. Mayor Craig Guyton stated 
the city of Cartersville go into more details mentioning certain streets. Some are narrower than other 
sections and create serious hazards. Chief Matthews mentioned cars parked across from each other 
create a big problem. Council Member Abbott said the why is about safety. He said there will always be 
exceptions to these things, and the council need to be prepared to address them. Steve Gray, P&Z 
member stated it was worded that you could not park in your front yard, but you could put it on a hard 
surface that could be gravel or brick. He was not sure if that went any further.  
Mr. Stephens stated it was discussed during the time Don Matthews presented weight limits on the 
roads. He was trying to account for some exceptions, but also take care of some eyesores.  
Council Member Abbott stated the council is walking away with asking for opinions from P&Z.  
Mayor Craig Guyton stated they have it on the present agenda whether they take it up or not, the 
council will proceed. 
 
Public Comments  
Resident, Pete Piliero had several concerns to share with the council. He said the public hearing signage 
for the development on Cliff Nelson Road was not visible. He suggested for the future, the signs for 
developments are posted at the corner of Euharlee Road and Covered Bridge Road for people to know 
what is going on in the city, and as visible as the signage when the council runs for office. 
 
He was also concerned about building homes on the same said property. He wanted to know why they 
approved to build single dwelling homes on such a small piece of property if the zoning for a free-
standing house is 15,000 square feet with sewer, and 26,000 without. He explained he moved to 
Euharlee 14 years ago from the city because he did not want to live next to a bunch of sardine houses. 
 
Council Member Tim Abbott explained the council passed a planned urban development project 
presented to the council, they discussed the request, voted, and approved it; agreeing it was a 
reasonable, practical, and good for the city. Mr. Piliero wanted to know why it was good for the city and 
Council Member Abbott wanted to know what he would have expected to happen to the property over 
the years. Mr. Piliero said he lives on ¾ acre zoned for that purpose. If the city needs money, there are 
better ways to get it. Senior citizens need a place to stay and that would have been ideal for a senior 
citizens community. He stated he failed to attend the meetings but would attend future meetings. 
 
Mr. Piliero also shared he was against building Joe Cowan Park, and it would not bring the money like it 
was quoted. He commented on the 11 campsites, and the additional 15 sites to be built. Why would 
they not they try the 11 sites first before building 15 more sites totaling a million dollars.  He asked if 
they would even rent for $50 dollars a night and how long would it take to recoup the money invested. 
City Manager James Stephens stated the sites would rent for $50 per night and would take 5-years to 
recoup the investment.  
 
Council Member Greg Free stated, as a camper, in Bartow County you cannot rent sites three months 
out, and that period is six to eight months. During COVID, people purchased campers because it was an 
economical way to do things with their families and have outdoor activities. He shared that his family 
would be leaving for their annual Thanksgiving camping trip. It is one-third of the cost to rent a house. 
Families bought campers which is why Bartow County invested in a massive campground on Hwy 41 
with 220 sites, with no availability at Red Top State Park until June of next year. There is a need and 
Euharlee has an outdoor destination with river, kayaks and travel ball and they need a place to stay.  
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The RV sites stay full that are close to Lake Pointe. He shared it may be hard for non-campers to see the 
vision, but it is a draw for people to come to the city and experience the outdoors.  
 
Mr. Piliero said he was not angry just passionate about the city. He also shared his thoughts on using 
state parole workers in the city to help reduce overhead cost. He noticed them working on the roads in 
Cartersville. Police Chief Jody Matthews stated he had checked and there are no detail workers 
available. Mayor Guyton stated the city had looked into it. Mr. Stephens stated the city would continue 
to seek it out. 
 
Mayor Guyton explained and apologized for not being transparent with why he was in favor of the 
smaller subdivision. The council begged the developer and asked for a fifty-five and over community 
because they thought it would be phenomenal in the city of Euharlee. Because it was not close enough 
to get to doctor offices, it was not an ideal location. He is very hopeful, majority of the people in the 
subdivision will be fifty-five and over. There will be multiple ranch lots. Mayor Guyton responded to the 
question what the payoff would be; If you want a 5-acre farm lot they have them, you want a 3-acre 
estate lot, they have them, 1-acre lot, plenty, and ¾ acre lot, no problem. But if you are a retired couple 
that loves this area, or you are a retired couple and cannot take care of your 3-acres or your ¾ acre lot 
anymore, something like this is ideal where you can cut your grass in five-minutes and the city currently 
does not have that available. He thought about the diversity of the city, and it was missing that one 
thing. He did not think you would hear anybody on the council wanting these types of subdivisions all 
over the city, but in that spot connected to the park, would be ideal to walk the trails and the spot to 
provide the diversity the city was lacking. Mr. Piliero appreciated it but hopes the city was not opened to 
setting a precedent. Mayor Guyton answered, the request can be submitted but the council will not be 
obligated to say yes. Mayor Guyton also shared the rate capacity for the schools in Euharlee. The 
elementary School 64% capacity and the middle school at 76% capacity, and neither one is close to 
being full. The 102 houses will be a drop in the bucket from what they are experiencing. Mayor Guyton 
said he did a very poor job as a mayor, and he hoped to have learned a lesson. 
 
Mr. Piliero concluded and stated, not many people show up for the council meetings, but the few that 
show up care, and asked the council to listen to what they have to say even though they are not 4,000 in 
number. 
 
Resident and P&Z member Steve Gray said, the P&Z Commission years ago discussed a senior 
community in Euharlee with a grocery store adjacent to it based on the environment and atmosphere in 
Euharlee. It was supposed to be submitted to the council, but he did not think it made it as an agenda 
item. He shared that some of the current P&Z members were not members during that time. There is a 
facility in Cartersville with over 100 units on 14 acres, but they thought further into it to add a small 
grocery store with a deli. They came up with the idea because of the logistics and to have a senior 
community in Euharlee. The discussion was years ago during the time the sewer was coming to town 
and they were going to tear the bridge down. A senior community with a small grocery store, a gas 
station adjacent, and easy access to the city park. 
 
Mayor Guyton said he did not think it was brought before the council, but he heard about it. You need 
investors and that has not been seen. He said Council Member Abbott fought to have the builder bring 
in a fifty-five and older community. The builders said even though you have Rome one way and the 
Cartersville hospital, you are not close enough to medical facilities. He is still hopeful that the people 
that will buy the homes will be fifty-five and older. Ranch homes are available. The private sector must 
be involved to add the additional investments. 
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Council Member Greg Free said thank you to the city for getting the tables at the Cartersville Bartow 
County Chamber quarterly luncheon. One of the city's own was recognized with an impact award, Ms. 
Katie Gobbi. While at the meeting he learned something about Bartow County, and he has lived there 
his whole life. The gentleman speaking was a professor in Economics from Kennesaw State. Bartow 
County didn’t realize and was being set up for; the county is between the carpet capital of the world and 
the city of Atlanta. With all the available space, is the reason all the logistics and warehouses are being 
built. The county is positioning to be, between Nashville and Atlanta, the fastest growing corridor of the 
United States in economic growth. There is nothing going to slow that down. You will harness it and use 
it to your benefit. When you look at it from that perspective and talking with investors, they want 
explosive growth. It takes people. They are not bringing it to a community with 5,000 people. It is not 
enough support.  
 
Mayor Guyton shared; Food City just opened on the other side of Cartersville. They were looking at 
locations with one being where they built, and Stiles on Euharlee Road. When Stiles is done, they will 
have 600 houses and they did not choose that location and chose the other one because of growth.  
 
Council Member Abbott ask continuously for the fifty-five and over age restriction, as well as, a 
marketing targeted for that range. He shared that he plans to retire in Euharlee. There are a lot of great 
people that live in the city. He would never approve anything he thinks would ruin the city. The studies 
did not prove it would ruin it, and it is an opportunity to offset the $1700 a month to pay for sewer. It is 
reasonable, practical, nice and it connects to the park. He has a vision the neighborhood, and the park 
will connect to a downtown city center that looks country, feels country, and offer country type 
products they can enjoy as citizens and visitors. He does not think it was a bad idea. When these things 
come up, they can talk about them. The sake of just saying no is not good, and it takes all of them.  
 
Council Member Joe Turner shared, 10 to 15 years ago they planned an outer loop around Atlanta. He 
also heard when the bridge is rebuilt, the outer loop is expected to be the fastest growing part of 
Bartow County. When the bridge is completed, the city of Euharlee will be one of the most populated 
cities in Bartow County except for Cartersville. Council Member Greg Free said the first stake hurdle had 
been passed for the outer loop. 
 
Chief Matthews introduced the new officer, Justin Claxton. Mayor Guyton said congratulations to Katie 
Gobbi for winning an impact award. It was a big deal. He thanked her, and said the city was proud to 
have her on staff. 
 
With no further discussions the meeting adjourned at 8:25 pm. 
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CITY OF EUHARLEE 
CALLED CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

DECEMBER 13, 2022 
 

Mayor Craig Guyton called the meeting to order, led prayer, followed with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The following were present: Mayor Craig Guyton, Council Members Tim Abbott, Greg Free, David 
Duncan, Joe Turner, City Manager James Stephens, and Economic Development Director Katie Gobbi. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING - FY23 Budget 
Citizen asked how the public could get a copy of the budget for review. City Manager James Stephens 
had a copy of the budget summary. Mayor Craig Guyton stated individuals can go to the city hall any 
time of the year for a copy of the budget. The citizen asked if it was a line-by-line detailed copy. Mr. 
Stephens stated if the request were made, he would provide a line-by-line detailed copy. In the absence 
of a request for a detailed copy, he provided him with a summary. With no further discussion the public 
hearing was closed. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING - Historic District Boundary Amendment  
No comments. The public hearing was closed. 

Approval of Minutes 
Council Member David Duncan motioned to approve the minutes from the November 1, 2022, City 
Council Meeting, and the November 15, 2022, City Council Work Session. Council Member Greg Free 
seconded the motion. The motion passed with all voting in favor. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

2nd Reading FY23 Budget Ordinance - James Stephens 
Mayor Craig Guyton read the FY23 Budget totals to include the General Fund Budget - $2,596,700; 
SPLOST Fund - $615,000; EPD Special Budget - $42,192; Info Tech Fund - $9,225; Enterprise Fund -
$150,000. City Manager James Stephens stated he answered a few questions from council members, 
and there were no edits from the 1st reading.  
Council Member Tim Abbott shared the budget did not explain percentages of LOST that went down this 
year, and the budget does not reflect the $130,000 loss over the next ten years. No questions, but it 
adds rationale to why the city has to do some of things they do with a $130,000 loss over ten years; to 
not care or not do anything does not help the citizens.  
Council Member Greg Free said the deduction is for the next 10 years unless they renegotiate.  
Mr. Stephens said that was correct. 
 
Council Member Tim Abbott motioned to approve the budget ordinance as read. Council Member Greg 
Free seconded the motion. The motion passed with all voting in favor. 
 
1st Reading Historic District Boundary Amendment - Katie Gobbi 
Community Development Director Katie Gobbi provided council with a map of the current historic 
district and the proposed amendment for the historic boundary. The city was approached by the SA 
Land Group to discuss delisting parcel number 000340622-003 and 93 Cliff Nelson Road to maintain a 
continuous boundary for the historic district; 91 Cliff Nelson Road would also be delisted from the 
historic district. A public hearing was held with the Historic Preservation Commission earlier that 
evening and recommended the boundary amendment as proposed. Council Member Greg Free asked if 
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there was nothing ever known about or located anything of historic significance on either one of the 
parcels. Ms. Gobbi stated the three parcels included, and as the historic district stands right now, there 
is no contributing structures that are listed as part of the historic district. When talking about the 
historic district, they are talking about, as you see before it, centers around the Covered Bridge Road 
downtown corridor. The district was designated in 1999 which was prior to the subdivision of that 
property which is why the three parcels as they stand now were included in the first place. 
Council Member David Duncan said he was trying to figure it out and asked, the property in the middle, 
is that the house that is existing, will it be a part of the historic district. Ms. Gobbi stated no, and 
property owners have been contacted for the purposes of the report were informed, asked for their 
feedback, and did not reject being removed from the historic district. They cannot have an island, so 
there has to be a continuous boundary in the historic district; so, to remove the ones around it, that 91 
will also be removed. It is a unique situation that she does not see elsewhere in their district, consulted 
various agencies and entities in the county and elsewhere. 
 
Mayor Guyton stated that was the 1st public hearing that needed no further action that evening. The 2nd 
hearing will be held on January 3rd. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

Axon Contract Renewal - Chief Jody Matthews 
Chief Jody Matthews stated the council had the contract before them. The contract expired in October 
but due to the company oversight, it was extended to January. The contract will start in October for the 
next five years in the amount of $140,000 broken up into a 76-month plan for $26,363 each year. It 
includes the car cameras, replenished with new equipment, two camera systems for cars, unlimited 
cloud storage, crater point router kit, and onsite installation. After the 5-year contract, upgrades are 
included as the department is doing now. It includes all the cameras, including the body camera.  
Mr. Stephens asked if the contract included the storage for evidence. Chief Matthews said yes and 
unlimited cloud storage.  
Council Member Tim Abbott asked how long the storage is retained. Chief Matthews stated they are 
required for 5 years. Council Member Abbott asked if there was a warranty for camera failure. Chief 
Matthews said a replacement with brand new cameras.  
Mr. Stephens said it protects the citizens, and the department. It would surprise them the number of 
complaints that were unfounded that the body camera protected staff. He said leasing keeps them open 
as technology advances, funded through SPLOST if approved and highly recommended. Mayor Guyton 
asked if it was an already budgeted item. Mr. Stephens said yes. 
Council Member Turner asked if every officer, including part-time officers had a camera. Chief Matthews 
said yes, and he was working to get one for the K9.  
Council Member Free asked if he was happy with the company and Chief Matthews said yes.  
Mr. Stephens said it was only a $20,000 increase from when they first put cameras in place.  
Council Member Duncan said with the 5-year contract council will not vote again until the next five years 
and Chief Matthews said yes. 
Council Member David Duncan motioned to approve the contract. Council Member Joe Turner seconded 
the motion. The motion carried all voting in favor. 

Public Comments 
There were no public comments. 

Council Member Tim Abbott motioned to adjourn at 7:17 pm. Council Member David Duncan seconded 
the motion. The motion carried with all voting in favor.  
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